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FOREWORD

This h i s t o r y  cover ing  t h e  e a r l y  years  o f  t h e  League o f  Women Vote rs
of  I n d i a n a  has languished i n  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e .  T h e  paper
i s  t u r n i n g  y e l l o w  and some o f  t h e  sheets  a r e  dog-eared.  F r o m  t ime  t o
t ime, someone brouses th rough  them wh i l e  search ing f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on
something t h a t  may o r  may n o t  have happened i n  t h e  p a s t .  O f t  t imes  i t
has been t o  s e t t l e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  B u t  f o r  whatever t h e  purpose o f  t h e
r e t r i e v a l ,  everyone who has done so  expressed t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s
h i s t o r y  i s  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  should  be.done w i t h  i t .

We t h i n k  t h i s  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  i n  an i n t e r e s t i n g  way, t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e
organ iza t ion  and how and why i t  has become what i t  i s  t oday  even w i t h -
out i t s  be ing  completed up t o  t h e  present  t i m e .  Y o u  w i l l  no te  t h a t
the League has been a  f l e x i b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  has changed i t s  meth-
ods o f  o p e r a t i o n  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  as  change has come about  th roughout
the c o u n t r y.  H o w e v e r,  some o f  t h e  same problems seem t o  s t a y  w i t h  us
i n  f i nances ,  i n  membership, and i n  t h e  areas o f  o u r  concerns.  Y o u  w i l l
note,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d ,  t h e  s t a t e  League was t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e
organ iza t ion .  G r a d u a l l y  t h e  Na t i ona l  and l o c a l  u n i t s  became t h e  more
dominant.

This manuscr ip t  was w r i t t e n  by  Kather ine  Greenough (Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .
Greenough). W e  d i d  n o t  make s u b s t a n t i a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  h e r  o r i g i n a l
w r i t i n g s .

We hope t h i s  i s  o n l y  t h e  beg inn ing .  T i m e  was s h o r t  when i t  was d e -
cided t o  do t h i s  p r o j e c t  s o  we a r e  a b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  p u b l i s h  o n l y
those years  t h a t  were i n  t h e  manuscr ip t .  T h e  remain ing years ,  u p  t o
the p resen t ,  w i l l  be completed and pub l i shed .

Mrs. Greenough was on  t h e  f i r s t  b o a r d  o f  t h e  I nd iana  League o f  Women
Voters as  i t  was c a l l e d  t h e n ,  and  was p robab ly  i nvo l ved  when t h e
League organized f r om  t h e  N a t i o n a l  American Women Su f f rage  Assoc i -
a t i o n .  S h e  served i n  va r i ous  c a p a c i t i e s  f o r  many years  f r om  1920 t o
1954, t h e  l a s t  yea r  we can f i n d  r e c o r d  o f  h e r  League a c t i v i t i e s .  S h e
served as  s t a t e  p res iden t  f r o m  1922-23 and f rom 1928-29. S h e  a l s o
was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League. S h e  was he re  i n  1969 f o r
the f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e t r a t i o n  i n  West L a f a y e t t e  and was a  d e -
l i g h t  t o  a l l  who met h e r .  A s  f a r  as  we know, Mrs .  Greenough i s  s t i l l
l i v i n g  i n  I n d i a n  Rocks Beach, F l o r i d a  (nea r  S t .  Pe te rsbu rg ) .  A t  l e a s t
she was s t i l l  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  phone book t h e r e  i n  March, 1977.  W e  a r e
g r e a t l y  indebted  t o  he r  f o r  w r i t i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  g i v e s  us  s o  much
the f e e l  o f  t h e  t imes .

1975-77 S t a t e  Board
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The'year.1920 wa4 a  year- o f  grea t  achieVement for wamen. T h e . r i g h t  t o  vote  was
f i n a l l y  won' in , t ime f o t  Women t o  cast .  the i r  f i r s t  b a l l o t s . f o r  .the ,p res ident ia l
election o f  1920. I t  was t h e  end o f  a•long u p h i l l  f i g h t  S i n c e  WOMan suffrage
was f i r s t  se r ious ly  prOposed by a n  organized group of.women i n  Seneca F a l l s ,
New York, i n  1343, t h e r e  had been constant a g i t a t i o n  by women's groups f o r  the
r ight  t o  vote.. T O °  suffrage groups, one o f  which believed i n  the  method o f  win-
ning suffrage f o r  women s t a t e  by s t a t e ,  and t h e  other  by an amendment t o  t h e
United States Const i tut ion,  f i n a l l y  had•been amalgamated t o  form the  powerful
National American Woman. Suffrage Association. T h e  Association pressed on both
fronts vigorously and  e f fec t i ve ly,  and gradual ly the  b i t t e r  opposition lessened.
The publ ic  began t o  accept t h e  premise t h a t  women should be allowed t o  vo te ,  and
that i t  was not  r id iculous but  perhaps only f a i r  t h a t  women should be counted as
ci t izens.  I n  several  s t a t e s ,  women had been voting an s t a t e  issues f o r  years,
without any noticeably d i r e  resu l ts  as  predicted byrthe opponents o f  woman
suffrage. •

-s• •  '
By 1919, v i c t o r y  was i n  s i g h t .  T h e  suffrage amendment .to the  f e d e r a l -const i tu-
t ion was f i n a l l y  passed by the  Congress i n  t h a t  year.  T h e  f i n a l  s teps  f o r  the
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  amendment by the  requ is i te  number o f  s t a t e  was begun. R e -
sponsible suffrage leaders began t o  look ahead and plan f o r  the  tremendous new
electorate t h a t  r a t i f i c a t i o n  would add t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene. S o  i n  1919 they
set up a  d iv is ion  o f  t h e  Nat ional  American Woman Suffrage Association, naming
i t  t h e  League o f  Women Voters.  M r s .  Charles Brook o f  Kansas was made chairman
of t h i s  d iv is ion .  A  year o f  planning and consideration was thus made possible
before the  vote ac tua l ly  was won f a r  women.

The leaders o f  t h e  suffrage movement were confident b y  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  s u f f -
rage amendment would be r a t i f i e d  b y  the  states and held  t h e i r  v ic to ry  convention
in February, 1920,  a t  Chicago, a c t u a l l y  several  months before r a t i f i c a t i o n .
Meeting a t  the  same t ime and place was the  League o f  Women Voters,  s t i l l  as a
division o f  the  Suffrage Association. T h e r e  was d iv is ion  among suffrage leaders
as t o  t h e  fu ture  o f  t h e i r  organization.  D e b a t e  centered around t h e  fol lowing
questions propounded i n  the  convention program:

1. S h a l l  the  Nat ional  American Woman Suffrage Association dissolve when
the l a s t  task  concerning the  extension o f  suffrage t o  women i s  completed?
I f  so ,  what techniques s h a l l  be used t o  dispose o f  i t s  unfinished business
and physical property?

2. S h a l l  i t  recommend t h a t  i t s  members j o i n  the  League o f  Women Voters?

3. What plan f o r  the  intensive  education o f  t h e  new women voters i s  possible,
and sha l l  i t  be conducted under t h e  auspices o f  t h e  Nat ional  American Woman
Suffrage Association?

The convention f i n a l l y  voted  t o  dissolve the  Suffrage Association, leav ing  only
a skeleton organization t o  wind up t h e  business, dispose o f  the  physical  proper-
ty and be the  guardian o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  data  o f  t h e  suffrage f i g h t .  T h e  conven-
t ion endorsed the  League o f  Women Voters as t h e  fol low-up organization t o  be
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charged wi th  t h e  education o f  women f o r  t h e i r  soon t o  be acquired c i t i zenship .
Consequently, t h e  Suffrage Vic tory  Convention adjourned Saturday noon, Febru-
ary 14 ,  1920,  and the  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  convention o f  t h e  League o f  Women Voters
started t h a t  afternoon. T h e  women were ready.  T h e y  chose as t h e i r  purpose,
"fostering education i n  c i t i zenship"  and "supporting improved l e g i s l a t i o n " .
Committees had been meeting d i l i g e n t l y  during t h e  suffrage convention, p repar -
ing t o  repor t  t h e i r  recommendations t o  the  new organizat ion,  i f  i t  should be
decided t o  launch one. T h e s e  meetings r e f l e c t e d  t h e  f rust ra t ions  women had
f e l t  along many l i n e s ,  i n  addi t ion t o  the  fundamental f rus t ra t ion  o f  not  having
the r i g h t  t o  vote .  T h e  committees included American Ci t izenship,  Protect ion o f
Women i n  Indust ry,  C h i l d  Welfare,  Food Supply and Demand, S o c i a l  Hygiene, U n i -
f ica t ion  o f  Laws Concerning Women, and Elect ion Laws and Methods.

There was l i v e l y  debate on the  recommendations, and a f t e r  much consideration,
many o f  them were adopted, and thus was formed the  f i r s t  program of  t h e  League
of Women Voters.  A  cont i tu t ion  was framed and accepted. M r s .  Maude Wood Park
of Bangor, Maine, was e lected  t h e  f i r s t  p res ident .  • Plans were made t o  open
headquarters, i f  possible,  i n  Washington. T h e  new organization had taken i t s
f i r s t  t e n t a t i v e  steps.

The organization o f  t h e  League o f  Women Voters o f  Indiana followed t h e  same
general pat tern .  M r s .  Richard Edwards o f  Peru,  a n  ac t ive  suffrage worker,
president o f  t h e  Women's Franchise League o f  Ind iana ,  was made t reasurer  o f  the
national League. A n  o f f i c e  was established i n  Peru, and she immediately s e t
about promoting the  new organization i n  the  s t a t e .
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A HISTORY

OF

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF' INDIANA

1921

The new o rgan i za t i on  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  f l o u r i s h .  M r s .  A .  I L  Beards ley  o f  E l k h a r t
was made t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  O f f i c e s  w e r e  es tab l i shed  i n  E l k h a r t  i n  t h e  Monger
Bu i ld ing  and Miss Rober ta  S t a r r  was employed as  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y.  T h i s  s e t
a p a t t e r n  f r om which t h e  League d i d  n o t  d e v i a t e  f o r  many years .  T h e r e  has always
been aheadquarters and a lways  been p a i d  s t a f f .

Serving w i t h  Mrs. Beards ley  were Mrs.. A l i c e  Fos te r  McCul loch, F o r t  Wayne, f i r s t
v i ce  p r e s i d e n t ;  Mrs .  Cha r l es  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  South  Bend, second v i c e  pred ident ; .
Mts. E .  A .  Gou ld ,  Pe ru ,  t h i r d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  M r s ,  Wal ter  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a -
p o l i s ,  f o u r t h  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  M rs .  Homer McCray, K e n d a l l v i l l e ,  Tr e a s u r e r ;  and ,
Mts. O l i v e  Beldon Lewis ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  s e c r e t a r y.  •

The t r a n s i t i o n  f r om t h e  Women's Franch ise  League t o  t h e  League o f  Women Vo te rs
was n o t  an  easy one.  T h e  s u f f r a g e  leaders  were t i r e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  l o n g  f i g h t  a n d
many o f  them f e l t  unequal  t o  t h e  cha l lenge  o f  a  new demanding t a s k .  T h e  s u f f -
rage s t r u g g l e  was focused on one o b j e c t i v e  upon which a l l  t h e  members agreed.
I t  was an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  procedure t o  g e t  agreement on  a  government i s s u e ,
o f ten  a  compl icated i s s u e  t h a t  needed p a t i e n t  s t u d y  and research .  T h e  s u f f r a g e
dues had been made v e r y  l o w,  sometimes o n l y  t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  a  y e a r,  and  t h e
emphasis had been on numbers and enthusiasm. Accord ing  t o  t h e  I nd iana  Woman
Vote ;  o f  May, 1921,  t h e  Franch ise  League t u rned  ove r  112 l o c a l  o rgan i za t i ons .
A l l  b u t  about  s i x t y  d i ed  o r  langu ished and had t o  be reorgan ized.  H o w e v e r,  t h e
Vo t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  many had been reorganized and t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  t h e  t i m e  o f
p u b l i c a t i o n  131 Leagues, wh ich  t h e  Vo t e r  l i s t e d  by  d i s t r i c t s .  E a c h  d i s t r i c t  had
a chairman who was a  member o f  t h e  s t a t e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s .

-

While t h e  a c t u a l  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  one o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  ano ther  was pos ing  d i f f i -
c u l t i e s ,  t h e  1921 General  Assembly posed a  cha l lenge .  T h e r e  were many i ssues
women had been f e e l i n g  deep ly  about  t h a t  needed l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  was f i n a l l y
decided t o  concent ra te  on  t h r e e  i s s u e s :  e q u a l  guard iansh ip  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e
e igh t  hou r  day f o r  women i n  i n d u s t r y,  and t h e  schoo l  at tendance- c h i l d  l a b o r  l a w.
The i n t e r e s t  o f  women i n  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  ove r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e
f i n a l l y  had  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  appointment o f  a  C h i l d  Wel fa re  Commission, a u t h o r -
ized b y  t h e  1919 L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t o  s t u d y  t h e  problems d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f
ch i l d ren  and r e p o r t  t o  t h e  1921 L e g i s l a t u r e  i t s  recommendations. T h e s e  recom-
mendations and t h e  s tudy  preced ing i t  were o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  members o f
the League and were t h e  bas i s  o f  t h e i r  advocacy o f  t h e  two  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  i t ems
on t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  program.

However, b e f o r e  any e f f e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i v e  work  cou ld  be  done, i t  seemed impera -
t i v e  t o  have a• headquarters i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  M i s s  Adah Bush, t h e  gove rno r ' s
sec re ta ry,  was an  e n t h u s i a s t i c  League member, and  was . i ns t r umen ta l . i n  secur ing
t h i s  much needed o f f i c e  space  i n  t h e  S t a t e  House i t s e l f .  W i t h  t h i s  conven ient
base f o r  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  work ,  t h e  League made good use o f  i t s  members who
were o l d  hands a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  work  because o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  woman
suf f rage .  T h e  equa l  guard iansh ip  l a w  was e a s i l y  passed w i t h  v e r y  few  d i s s e n t i n g
votes.  I t  was compara t ive ly  s imp le  and appealed t o  t h e  sense o f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e
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l e g i s l a t o r s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  mothers shou ld  have as  much r i g h t  t o  t h e  guard iansh ip
of  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  as  f a t h e r s .

Passage o f  t h e  C h i l d  Labor-School. At tendance Law was a  much more d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .
I t  was a  l o n g  and compl ica ted  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  c o d i f i e d  e x i s t i n g  c h i l d
labor  laws and p rov ided  f o r  t h e i r  enforcement.  I t  s e t  up a  schoo l  at tendance
system t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  outmoded t r u a n t  laws  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e r e  was d e f i n i t e
oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  measure t h a t  had t o  be  met.  B u t  t h e  most demanding t a s k  was
to f a m i l i a r i z e  b o t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e
proposed l a w  and how i t  wou ld  opera te .  T o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  embark on t h i s  program
of  p u b l i c  educa t ion ,  t h e  League members had t o  become educated themse lves- -  a t
l eas t  t hose  who were i n  charge o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  work.  T h e  t a s k  was f i n a l l y
accomplished and t h e  b i l l  passed w i t h  l a r g e  m a j o r i t i e s .

The e i g h t  hou r  day  f o r  women p roposa l  was de fea ted .  T h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f
oppos i t ion  f r om h o t e l  and r e s t a u r a n t  owners,  f r o m  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  and bus iness-
es, and  f rom business and p r o f e s s i o n a l  women themselves who f e l t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l
might hamper them. T h e s e  o b j e c t i o n s  were met i n  p a r t .  B u s i n e s s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l
women were excluded f r o m  t h e  b i l l ,  and  so  were h o t e l  and r e s t a u r a n t  workers .
Two amendments t o  t h e  b i l l  t h r o w  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e - l i g h t  o n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f
the t i m e .  O n e  amendment p rov ided  f o r  a  57 h o u r  week f o r  women. T h i s  was d e -
feated,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  amendment p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  52 hour  week was accepted.  E v e n
t h i s  concession was n o t  enough t o  save t h e  b i l l .

The 1921 General  Assembly had b e f o r e  i t  13  amendments t o  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,
which had. been passed b y  t h e  1919 sess ion .  T h e  League was committed t o  t h e  f i r s t
amendment, known as  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment. I t  had been supported b y  t h e
Franchise League and s o  was a n  i n h e r i t a n c e  f r o m  them. Many who had become r e -
sponsible League l eade rs  had worked f o r  i t  b e f o r e  t h e y  g o t  t h e  v o t e ,  and  s o
were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s . :  I t  p rov ided  t h a t ,  " I n  a l l  e l e c t i o n s  n o t
otherwise p rov ided  f o r  i n  t h e  C o n s i t u t i o n ,  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes
of  t h e  age o f  21  yea rs  and upward who s h a l l  have r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  d u r i n g
the s i x  months, and  i n  t h e  township  60  days ,  and  i n  t h e  ward o r  p r e c i n c t  30
days immedia te ly  p reced ing  such e l e c t i o n ,  s h a l l  be  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  town-
ship o r  p r e c i n c t  where he o r  she may r e s i d e . "

The amendment removed t h e  word "ma le "  f r o m  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  v o t i n g .
While t h i s  change a c t u a l l y  had no e f f e c t  upon t h e  l a w,  s i n c e  s u f f r a g e  was s e c u r -
ed by  amending t h e  U. A .  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  d i d  b r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n t o
conformi ty.  There  was ano the r  reason f o r  suppor t i ng  t h e  amendment. U p  t o  t h i s
t ime, any  male cou ld  v o t e  i n  I n d i a n a  who had dec la red  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  becoming
a c i t i z e n ,  s o  many f o r e i g n e r s  never  bothered t o  go  th rough  t h e  f i n a l  p rocess
of becoming c i t i z e n s .

The o t h e r  twe l ve  amendments were sponsored b y  v igorous  and l a r g e  groups.  A l l  o f
them passed t h e  1921 sess ion .  T h e  newly  founded League found i t s e l f  w i t h  another
s izeable  t a s k  i n  connect ion  w i t h  t h e  amendments. I t  had t o  become f a m i l i a r  w i t h
the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  amending process ,
and i n  t h e  process,  sponsor  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  groups,  a  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  spec-
i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  amendments a l o n e ,  t o  be  h e l d  September
6, 1921.  T h i s  was necessary because o f  t h e  language o f  t h e  I nd iana  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,
which n o t  o n l y  r e g u i r e d  t h a t  any amendment shou ld  go  th rough two consecut ive
sessions o f  t h e  General  Assembly i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same fo rm ,  b u t  must t h e n  be s u b -
mi t ted  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and secure a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e .  T h e  d i f f i -
c u l t y  l a y  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e l e c t o r s  t o  mean a l l  those v o t i n g  a t  t h e  e l e c -
t i o n ,  i t  c o u l d  o n l y  pass i f  i t  had a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t hose  v o t i n g  a t  t h a t  e l e c -
t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  a n  amendment was submi t ted  a t  a  genera l  e l e c t i o n ,  i t  c o u l d
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only pass i f  i t  had a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t hose  v o t i n g  a t  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  T o o  many
voters  f a i l e d  t o  v o t e  on  t h e  amendment t o  secure such a  m a j o r i t y - -any  one f a i l -
ing t o  v o t e  on  t h e  amendment i n  e f f e c t  c a s t  a  nega t i ve  vo te .  S o  i t  became nec-
essary t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  cons ide ra t i on  o f  amendments, i f
there was any hope o f  s e c u r i n g  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  referendum m a j o r i t y.  T h e  b i l l  p r o -
v i d i n g  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a l s o  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  p i l o t e d  th rough t h e  General
Assembly by  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  groups,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  League.

The League was ca tapu l t ed  t hus  e a r l y  i n t o  an  i n t e n s i v e  campaign o f  c i t i z e n  edu-
ca t ion .  F r o m  t h e  adjournment o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  e a r l y  i n  ! a r c h ,  u n t i l  t h e
September 6 t h  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  League was v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  spreading i n f o r m -
a t i on  about  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  cou ld  c a l l  upon t h e  e x -
perience o f  s u f f r a g e  l eade rs  who had o r i g i n a l l y  sponsored t h e  amendment and who
had t h e  know-how o f  reach ing  t h e  p u b l i c  and secu r i ng  wide-spread suppor t  f o r  an
issue. I t  a l s o  had t h e  advantage o f  a  c a r r y - o v e r  o f  a  l a r g e  membership f r om  t h e
suf f rage  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  t h e  impetus o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  campaign which was t r a n s -
fe r red  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment i s s u e .

The de legates t o  t h e  League convent ion  preceding t h e  1921 General  Assembly had
taken t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  League was n o t  prepared t o  suppor t  t h e  o t h e r  twe lve
amendments, b u t  had t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  d i ssemina t i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  them; p r e -
sent ing i m p a r t i a l l y  t h e  arguments f o r  and a g a i n s t  them. T h e  month o f  August  was
set a s i d e  f o r  sponsor ing  forums o n  t h e  amendments th roughout  t h e  s t a t e ,  and c a r e -
f u l  programs f o r  t h e  forums were developed. T h e  amendments covered a  v a r i e t y  o f
sub jec ts :  appor t ionment ,  l e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  terms o f  t h e  two-year  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s
and t h e  two-year  county  o f f i c i a l s  t o  f o u r - y e a r ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  governor  t o
have t h e  power t o  v e t o  separa te  i t ems  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w,  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  s t a t e  income t a x .

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  were amazing, and  i n  some ways, d i s c o n c e r t -
ing.  S o  v i g o r o u s l y  had t h e  League and o t h e r  groups campaigned f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n -
ship amendment, t h a t  i t  was t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  passed. T h e  v o t e  was 130,242 t o
80,574. T h e  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand.  T h e r e  must have been
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  and suppor t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  amendments t o  have them
surv ive  two sess ions o f  t h e  General  Assembly. I t  never  has been easy t o  secure
a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w i t h  i t s  a t t endan t  expense, and  y e t  such an  e l e c t i o n  was
secured. B u t  when t h e  peop le  vo ted ,  o n l y  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment came th rough
undefeated. T h e r e  m igh t  be  a  p a r t i a l  exp lana t i on  i n  t h e  v e r y  v i g o r  o f  t h e  cam-
paign f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment. T h e  proponents o f  t h e  o t h e r  amendments
might n o t  have f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  wide-apread appeals  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .

Two o t h e r  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  League were taken  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  t w o  years  o f  i t s  e x i s -
tence. I t  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  gevernor,  Governor McCray, t o  appo in t  q u a l i f i e d  women
f o r  S t a t e  School  At tendance and S t a t e  Probat ion  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  appo in t i ve
s ta te  boards.

The Woman Vo te r  a l s o  was launched,  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  be ing  pub l i shed  e a r l y  i n  1921.
The s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  was f i f t y  c e n t s  a  year  and t h e  Vo t e r  became t h e  p r i n c i p l e
means o f  spreading i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  members. I n  l a t e r  yea rs ,  a l l  k i n d s  o f
other  t ypes  o f  m a t e r i a l  were developed, b u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s ,  League i n f o rma-
t i o n  s e r v i c e  was concent ra ted  i n  t h e  Vo te rs .  T h i s  tended t o  make t h e  e a r l y
Voters l a r g e r  and more imposing t h a n  t hey  have been i n  more r e c e n t  t i m e s .
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1922-23

N±s. .Kathar ine Ctoan Greenough, P res iden t

State Convention he ld  i n  L a f a y e t t e ,  Nay 9 - 11 ,  1922.

Eight  new d i r e c t o r s  were e l ec ted  b y  t h e  convent ion  and,  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, b y
the method o f  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r ep resen ta t i on ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  Mr.  Wa l t e r  M i l l a r d ,  a r -
dent advocate o f  t h e  system, who a t tended t h e  convent ion  to  demonst ra te  and t a l k
about i t .  T h e  new d i r e c t o r s  were:

Mrs. W. T .  Barnes ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Thomas A r t h u r  S t u a r t ,  L a f a y e t t e
Mrs. Ches te r  Evans, B loomington,
Miss Gert rude McHugh, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. E l l a  B .  K e h r e r,  Anderson
Mrs. E .  A .  Gou ld ,  Pe ru
Miss Agatha D i s k

The d i r e c t o r s  e l e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  immed ia te l y  a f t e r  t h e  convent ion
adjourned:

Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  P r e s i d e n t
Mrs. E .  A .  Gou ld ,  Pe ru ,  F i r s t  V i ce -p res i den t
Mrs. H a r r y  McMullen, A u r o r a ,  Second V i c e -.president
Mrs. Char les  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  South.Bend,  T h i r d  V i ce -p res iden t
Mrs. E l l a  B.  K e h r e r,  Anderson, F o u r t h  V i ce -p res iden t
Mrs. Ches te r  Evans, B loomington,  Treasu re r
Mrs. W i l l i a m  T.  Barnes ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s , :  Secre tary

The program o f  t h e  convent ion  f ea tu red  speeches b y  t h e  r i v a l  contenders f o r  t h e
senatorship f r om  Ind iana :  M r.  A l b e r t  J .  Bever idge ,  Republ ican and Mr.  Samuel
Ralston, Democrat. T h e y  spoke a t  a  l a r g e  mass meet ing ,  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .
There were s e v e r a l  s o c i a l  events .  A  t e a  was h e l d  a t  t h e  home o f  Mrs .  Char les  and
Mrs. A r t h u r.  S t u a r t ;  a  luncheon a t  Purdue U n i v e r s i t y  which was a  demonstrat ion
of t h e  domest ic  sc ience  work ,  and a  t o u r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  and  f i n a l l y ,  t h e
convention was i n v i t e d  t o  Turkey Run t o  be  t h e  guests  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Conser-
va t i on ,  H r .  R i cha rd  L i ebe r  and Mrs.  L i e b e r  f o r  luncheon and t o  open t h e  new h o t e l
o f f i c i a l l y .

The s tand ing  committees o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  League p a r a l l e l e d  those o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l
o rgan iza t ion ,  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  chairmen were appo in ted ;

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War;  M r s .  E l i z a b e t h  C laypoo l  E a r l
Socia l  Hygiene, Mrs .  C a r r i e  B .  Banning
Chi ld Wel fa re ,  Mrs .  W i l b u r  Templ in ,  E l k h a r t
Uniform Laws f o r  Women, H i s s  Helen Benbr idge,  Te r r e  Haute
E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, H i s s  Sara  L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Education, Mrs .  A l i c e  Fos te r  McCul loch,  F o r t  Wayne
L iv ing  Cos ts ,  Mrs .  F r e d e r i c k  Lauenste in ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  M rs .  A .  T .  Cox ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Mrs. Raymond Stone served as  p u b l i c i t y  d i r e c t o r  and assumed much o f  t h e  e d i t i n g
o f  t h e  Vo t e r,  b e i n g  a  p a r t - t i m e  employee i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e .  M i s s  Adah Bush
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served as  t h e  f i n a n c e  cha i rman;  M iss  Alma S i c k l e r  as  l i t e r a t u r e  chairman;  Mrs .
W. W. B l a c k ,  B loomington,  program chairman a n d  Mrs.  E a r l  Hummer, South  Bend,
pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  chairman.

The budget h o p e f u l l y  adopted by the convent ion  i nc l uded  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  expend i -
tu re  i t ems :

Admin is t ra t ion  $ 4 , 0 0 0
Organizat ion 2 , 1 0 0
C i t i zensh ip  1 5 0
P u b l i c i t y  1 , 0 0 0
L e g i s l a t i o n  5 0 0
Convention 1 5 0
Nat iona l  Dues 7 5 0
Emergency 3 0 0

$9,000 ( T o t a l  i s n ' t  c o r r e c t )

I t  was u n r e a l i s t i c  i n  t h a t  i t  was p r e d i c a t e d  on  t h e  needs o f  t h e  League and n o t
upon t h e  expected r e c e i p t s .  T h e  r e c e i p t s  o f  t h e  proceeding y e a r  had come f r om
$1300 i n  dues,  $2882 i n  League Pledges,  $1845 i n  persona l  p ledges ,  $1249 i n  con-
t r i b u t i o n s  and a  f ew  miscel laneous r e c e i p t s .  T h e  League a l s o  had deb ts :  t w o
notes o f  $1000 each,  one  o f  which was p a i d  b y  Mrs.  B e a r a l e y ,  r e t i r i n g  p r e s i d e n t ,
and ove r  $900 c u r r e n t l y  borrowed f r o m  t h e  bank.

The s t a t e  o f f i c e s  w e r e  moved t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  where t h e y  have remained. T h e r e
have been many advantages i n  l o c a t i n g  t h e  o f f i c e s  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  I t  i s  t h e
s ta te  c a p i t a l ,  and  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  League c o n s i s t e n t l y  have l e d  t o  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  I t  would have been much ha rde r  t o  c a r r y  on  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o -
grams s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  he lp  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e .  T h e  c i t y  has t h e  a d -
vantage o f  be ing  i n  t h e  exac t  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  w i t h  good roads and t r a n s p o r -
t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  news d issemina t ion .

The s t a t e  o f f i c e  was es tab l i shed  on  East  Washington S t r e e t ,  i n  cramped and i n -
convenient q u a r t e r s  when compared w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p resen t  o f f i c e .  : a s s
Helen Hand became execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y.

The ca r r y -ove r  f r om  t h e  dynamic s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  League o f  Women
Voters,  p resented  many o r g a n i z a t i o n  problems. T h e  emphasis had been on  numbers
of members, w i t h  consequent l o w  dues t o  make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  any  i n t e r e s t e d  wo-
man t o  become a  member- -dues  were u s u a l l y  twen ty  f i v e  c e n t s .  Women o f  means were
accustomed t o  pay  t h e  dues o f  many members themselves.  T h e  s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  was animated b y  one i s s u e  a lone ,  f o r  wh ich  i t  campaigned s t r e n u o u s l y.  T h e
League was e s s e n t i a l l y  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  I n  October o f  1922, t h e  board o f  d i r e c -
to rs  o f  t h e  League decided t o  t a k e  a  b o l d  s t e p .  T h e y  were concerned w i t h  t h e
lack  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  rece i ved  by  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  member about  t h e  work and p u r -
poses o f  t h e  League. T o  h e l p  remedy t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e y  decided t o  d i s c o n t i n u e
subscr ip t ions  t o  t h e  Woman Vo te r,wh ich  had been f i f t y  c e n t s  a  year  a n d  had gone
to a  r e l a t i v e l y  few  members, and send i t  f r e e  t o  eve ry  pa id  up member i n  t h e
s ta te .  I n  o r d e r  t o  meet t h e  expense i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues had t o  f i n d  more
money f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and i n  most cases,  met  t h e  inc rease  b y  r a i d i n g
the l o c a l  dues. E a c h  l o c a l  League had t o  send i n  a  bona f i d e  l i s t  o f  t h e i r  mem-
bers,  and a t  l e a s t  s t a r t  t h e  process o f  d ropp ing  names t h a t  had been r e t a i n e d
wi thou t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  a l t hough  t h e r e  was a  shr inkage i n  membership,
the r e s u l t s  were s a l u t a r y.  T h e  members knew t h e y  were members, a s  sometimes t h e y
had n o t  b e f o r e ,  and  became b e t t e r  and more understanding members, w i t h  t h e  Woman
Voter  magazine coming t o  them r e g u l a r l y.  I t  was a  necessary t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  one_
type o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  another  and t h e  r e s u l t  was a  compact, f a i r l y  s o l i d ,  b u t
smal ler  membership.
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1923 General  Assembly

The General Assembly o f  I n d i a n a  convened i n  January 1923,  and t h e  League aga in
embarked on a  l e g i s l a t i v e  program. T h e r e  were o n l y  t h r e e  i t e m s ,  and t h e  Leagues
had done a  good j o b  o f  s t udy i ng  t h e  i ssues  and p repar ing  themselves. E f f o r t s
were made t o  develop l e g i s l a t i v e  committees i n  each League, who c o u l d  i n t e r v i e w
t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  about  t h e  League program. M r s .  Char les  A r t h u r  C a r l i s l e  o f
South Bend was made chairman o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  work,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  s t a t e  commit-
tee t o  a s s i s t  h e r .  Commi t t ees  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a l s o  were appo in ted.  The  League
sent ques t i ona i res  t o  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  candidates  ( i n c l u d i n g  congressmen and U.
S. sena to rs )  and  t h e  r e p l i e s  were p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Woman Vo t e r.  T h e  a c t u a l  day
by day  work necessary t o  s t e e r  b i l l s  t h rough  t h e  General  Assembly, f e l l  l a r g e l y
on the  s t a t e  o f f i c e  and  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  com-
mi t tee .

The Mother 's  A i d  Law, w h i c h  pe rm i t ted  mothers o f  good mora l  c h a r a c t e r,  t o  keep
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  homes w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  county  funds was g e n e r a l l y  a c -
cepted b y  t h e  General  Assembly and f i n a l l y  passed w i t h  a lmost  no  d i s s e n t i n g
votes.

The second l e g i s l a t i v e  p roposa l  presented a  more d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  c a l l e d
f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  I n d i a n a  t o  match funds w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  government f o r  i n f a n t
and materna l  work,  s e t t i n g  up a  separate  bureau i n  t h e  S ta te  Board o f  Hea l th
f o r  t h i s  purpose.  T h e  N a t i o n a l  League had sponsored t h e  Sheppard-Towner A c t ,
which prov ided  funds  f o r  educa t ion  i n  materna l  and c h i l d  hygiene c a r e .  T h e
death r a t e  o f  mothers and babies i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  was h i g h  a t  t h e  t i m e :  much
more t han  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  which had es tab l i shed  e f f e c t i v e  programs f o r  t h e
care o f  mothers and bab ies .  A  few o f  t h e  s t a t e s  a l s o  had demonstrated t h e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  such a  program. P a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  was one o f  t h e  ma jo r
l e g i s l a t i v e  concerns o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League. I t  was a  major  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r i -
umph f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  women i n  i t s  advocacy o f  t h e  conserva t ion  o f  human
l i v e s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  emphasis o f  t h e  p a s t ,  wh ich  had l a r g e l y  been on t h e
conservat ion o f  p r o p e r t y.

The Ac t  c a l l e d  f o r  matching funds  b y  t h e  s t a t e s ,  and here  was t h e  r u b .  T h e r e
were many cases o f  matching funds i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  I nd i ana ,  n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  roads
and i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  programs. B u t  t h i s  was a  new f i e l d ,  a n d  t h e r e  was b i t t e r
oppos i t ion .  T h e  measure p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t hese  matching funds  f i n a l l y  passed
the I n d i a n a  General  Assembly w i t h  comfor tab le  m a j o r i t i e s .

The va lue  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  was demonstrated i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  years .  T h e
death r a t e  o f  b o t h  mothers and c h i l d r e n  decreased s t e a d i l y.  T h e  medica l  p r o -
fess ion i t s e l f  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware o f  t h e  importance o f  t h e  problem, and
advances i n  techniques and knowledge were s teady  and g r a t i f y i n g .  T h e  most s a l -
u ta ry  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p robab ly  was t h e  change o f  a t t i t u d e  o f  b o t h  t h e
doctors and t h e  p u b l i c .

The t h i r d  l e g i s l a t i v e  i t e m  was n o t  immediate ly  success fu l .  I t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  p a r t y  women, who found themselves thwar ted  i n  t h e i r  a t tempts  t o  be
par t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  proposed a  change i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l a w  which
would g i v e  men and women equa l ,  o r  f i f t y - f i f t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y,
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  a  man and woman f rom each p r e c i n c t .  Members
from the  p r e c i n c t s  t h e n  would c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  county  committee, and  t h e  f i f t y -
f i f t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  would be  cont inued th rough  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t o  t h e  s t a t e
committee.
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This p roposa l  t h e  men i n  t h e  General  Assembly were n o t  prepared t o  g r a n t .  T h e
lone woman l e g i s l a t o r ,  Mrs .  H .  R .  I i i s n e r  o f  Mich igan C i t y ,  a  good League member
and a  good exponent o f  t h e  va lue  o f  u s i n g  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  women, made a  f i g h t
f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  bore f r u i t  i n  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  sess ion  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a -
tu re .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  had veered m a t e r i a l l y ,  p a r t y  women had become i n c r e a s i n g -
l y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and  a  mod i f i ed  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  was passed w i t h o u t
too much d i f f i c u l t y .  T h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  came i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  v i c e -
chairman o f  t h e  oppos i t e  sex  be appo in ted  b y. a n : e l e c t e d  p r e c i n c t  committeeman,
instead o f  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  women
being e l e c t e d  p r e c i n c t  committeemen. T h e  f i f t y - f i f t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e
par ty  h i e r a r c h y  was p rov ided  f o r ,  a s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l .

The League a l s o  had a  f i g h t  o n  i t s  hands t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  won i n  t h e
preceding sess ion  which  t h e y  managed t o  w i n .  T h e  f o r e s i g h t  o f  t h e  League i n
urging a  program o f  f o l l o w - u p  work  on  t h e  School  At tendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w  by
the l o c a l  Leagues was a  g r e a t  h e l p  i n  t h a t  f i g h t .  T h e  League a l s o  had been
v i g i l a n t  i n  advocat ing  p roper  enforcement o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  amendment t o  t h e
s ta te  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  t o o k  on t h e  t a s k  o f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  enforcement o f  t h e
new f e d e r a l  l a w  sponsored by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, wh i ch  prov ided  f o r  independent
c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  women.

The League was v e r y  a c t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  work ,  b u t  i t  shou ld
always be  remembered t h a t  i t  was n o t  a l o n e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  O t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
groups o f  c i t i z e n s ,  newspapers, p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  themselves  gave e f f e c t i v e
support t o  t h e  passage o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Program

In response t o  reques ts  f r o m  many o f  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues, a n  o u t l i n e  f o r  suggested
programs f o r  t h e  y e a r  was developed. I t  i n c l u d e d  bo th  programs f o r  t h e  open
meetings and s t u d y  programs, a s  w e l l  as  suggest ions  f o r  p r o j e c t s  b y  t h e  l o c a l
a f f a i r s  commit tee.  I n  October,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  suggest ion  f o r  t h e  open meet-
ing was t o  have a  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  campaign i ssues  b y  opposing cand ida tes  f o r
o f f i c e ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d y  group concerned i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program o f
the s t a t e .  B y  A p r i l ,  t h e  suggest ions had moved t o  a  resume o f  l o c a l  schoo l
cond i t ions ,  and  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  system: n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e .
and l o c a l .

There were o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r.  B e f o r e  e l e c t i o n ,  c i t i z e n s  were
urged t o  v o t e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y,  and  t h e  p ledge o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  b y  Mrs.  P a r k ,
Nat ional  p r e s i d e n t ,  was used e x t e n s i v e l y.  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  was a  m i l d  f o r e r u n n e r
of  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  g e t - o u t - t h e -vo te  campaigns o f  f u t u r e  yea rs .  T h e  League coop-
erated w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  i n  i t s  campaign f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  armament
by p lann ing  a  "No More War" demonst ra t ion  i n  J u l y.  T h e  demonstrat ion had two
simple under tak ings :  f i r s t ,  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  as  many p lacards  a s  p o s s i b l e  bea r ing
the words "No More War" :  and  second, h a v i n g  te legrams and l e t t e r s  s e n t  t o  t h e
President o f  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s ,  u r g i n g  d e f i n i t e  s t e p s  toward wor ld  peace.
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1923-24

Mrs. A l i c e  Fos te r  McCul loch, P res iden t

The 1923 convent ion  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  a t  t h e  Claypool  H o t e l ,  May 1 - 3 .
The convent ion e l e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  new d i r e c t o r s :

Mrs. A l i c e  Fos te r  McCulloch, F o r t  Wayne
Hrs. R i cha rd  E.  Edwards, P e r u
Miss Adah Bush, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. C h r i s t i a n  Eby,  C o n n e r s v i l l e
Miss E t e l k a  Rochenbach, New Albany
Mrs. F r e d e r i c k  Lauenste in ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. I s a a c  Born ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

‘ -
The board then  proceeded t o  e l e c t  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  p rov ided  b y  t h e  Bylaws, a s
fo l l ows :

Mrs. A l i c e  Fos te r  McCul loch,  F o r t  Wayne, P res iden t
Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  F i r s t  V i ce -p res iden t
Mrs. Cha r l es  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  Sputh_Bend,Second V i ce -p res iden t
Mrs. C h r i s t i a n  Eby,  C o n n e r s v i l l e ,  T h i r d  V i ce -p res iden t
Miss E t e l k a  Rochenbach, New A lbany,  F o u r t h  V i ce -p res iden t
Mks.' John T.  Boss ,  E l k h a r t ,  Tr e a s u r e r
Mrs. W. T .  Barnes ,  I nd ianapo l i s . ,  Sec re ta r y

The re t i r emen t  o f  Mrs.  Greenough a f t e r  one yea r  es tab l i shed  a  precedent  which
was f o l l o w e d  f o r  some t i m e .  T h e  te rm  o f  o f f i c e  was f o r  one y e a r,  and  b y  t h e
exp i r a t i on  o f  t h e  y e a r ' s  t e r m ,  t h e  p res iden ts  i n s i s t e d  on  r e t i r i n g .  L e a d e r s h i p
i n  t h e  League always has been a  demanding t a s k ,  b u t  i n  those  e a r l y  days i t
needed t e r r i f i c  e f f o r t  t o  keep t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  new o rgan i za t i on  go ing .

War p reven t ion  was t h e  genera l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  mass meet ing,  addressed b y  Miss
Ruth Morgan o f  New Yo r k ,  N a t i o n a l  League chairman o f  t h e  Committee on  I n t e r -
na t i ona l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  W a r ,  and  Pro fessor  Robert  P h i l i p s  o f  t h e  h i s -
t o r y  department o f  Purdue. A  garden p a r t y  a t  t h e  home o f  Senator  and Mrs.
Samuel Ra ls ton ,  and  a  l o c a l  p res iden ts  d i n n e r  were t h e  s o c i a l  even ts .  T h e
convention banquet was addressed b y  Mrs.  George Gelhorn o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  and
Mrs. W i l l i a m  Hibbard o f  Winetka,  I l l i n o i s ,  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r .

A s i zeab le  budget o f  $8,605 was adopted.  T h e  N a t i o n a l  League money r a i s i n g
plan o f  a  " d o l l a r  a  member" was i n i t i a t e d .  T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  program r e s o l -
u t i ons ,  i n c l u d i n g  one on peace, ano the r  t o  a c t i v e l y  work f o r  t h e  f i f t y - f i f t y
par ty  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b i l l  defeated i n  t h e  1923 General  Assembly, and two  seem-
i n g l y  un re la ted  r e s o l u t i o n s  demanding immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  sugar
s i t u a t i o n  by  t h e  L i v i n g  Costs Committee, and  t h e  dep lo r i ng  o f  t h e  cons tan t
d isp lay  o f  c r ime  s t o r i e s  o n  t h e  f r o n t  pages o f  t h e  newspapers.

The convent ion t o o k  as i t s  p r ima ry  work f o r  t h e  non- e l e c t i v e  y e a r  "Know Your
County". C o n s e q u e n t l y,  one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t a s k s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e  was t o  d e -
v ise  and promote surveys o f  county  government f o r  each l o c a l  League.

Miss Helen Hand was cont inued  as  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y.  T h e  headquarters were
moved t o  l a r g e r  and more access ib le  rooms i n  t h e  Spink-Arms H o t e l ,  410 N.
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Meridian S t .  T h e  newly b u i l t  h o t e l  of fered a  room f o r  meetings. and, as  was,maf-
ura l ,  a s  long as t h e  o f f i c e s  were continued i n  the  h o t e l ,  t h e  luncheon and dinner
meetings were held  the re ,  t o o .  D u r i n g  t h e  year,  t h e  Indianapol is League jo ined
the s t a t e  League i n  t h e i r  headquarters, which established another precedent p e r -
sist ing f o r  a  number o f  years.

Soon a f t e r  her  e lec t ion ,  Mrs.  McCulloch married Thomas Mul l ins and moved t o
Indianapolis. I t  was thus possible f o r  her  t o  be i n  touch wi th  the  headquarters
a great  dea l  o f  t h e  t ime.  S i n c e  t h i s  was a  non- l e g i s l a t i v e  year,  t h e r e  was t ime
for t h e  League t o  catch i t s  breath and f u r t h e r  other  o ther  important i n t e r e s t s .

Mrs. Charles A.  C a r l i s l e  o f  South Bend was appointed organization chairman with
the d i s t r i c t  chairmen as h e r  committee, a s  fo l lows:

First  D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. Chr is t ine  Cunningham, Princeton
Second D i s t r i c t  -  M r .  John N e i l l ;  Bloomington
Sixth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. Charles Teetor,Hagerstown
Seventh D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. A l l e n  T.  Fleming, Indianapol is
Eighth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. I .  E .  May,  Anderson
Ninth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. Louise Helwig, Kokomo
Tenth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. Ora  Thompson Ross, Rensselaer
Eleventh D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. D .  M.  Coppock, Peru
Twelth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. Maude Murray, Helmer
Thirteenth D i s t r i c t  -  Mrs. L .  S .  Fickenscher,  South Bend.

The d i s t r i c t s  o f  Ind iana have since been changed, both i n  number and i n  locat ion.
(1977 -  d i s t r i c t s  no longer i n  existence) M i s s  Mary Gallahan o f  Peru ( l a t e r  be -
came Mrs. L .  E .  Kolb whose daughter car r ied  on the  fami ly  t r a d i t i o n  by working
in the  s t a t e  o f f i c e )  t r a v e l e d  over t h e  s t a t e  promoting organization work, both
in established Leagues and i n  places where po ten t i a l  new Leagues might be  formed.
Two new Leagues were added during the  year:  Tip ton  and Madison. Coopera t ing
closely i n  organization work was t h e  s t a t e  membership committee wi th  Mrs. John
I .  Gwinn as chairman and t h e  speakers bureau wi th  Mrs. Chr is t i an  Eby o f  Conners-
v i l l e  as chairman.

Under the  d i rec t ion  o f  Mrs.  Richard E.  Edwards, F i r s t  Vice-president o f  t h e
National League, much o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  nat iona l  organization was c a r r i e d  on i n
an o f f i c e  establ ished i n  Peru, Ind iana .  M i s s  Ete lka  Rochenbach o f  New Albany,
a secretary i n  the  o f f i c e ,  t r a v e l e d  through the  s t a t e  i n  behal f  a f  a  money r a i s -
ing plan o f  Nat ional  t o  secure $100 pledges. M i s s  Mary Gallahan, a l s o  a  s t a f f
member, was i n  charge o f  organizat ion work. A  great  dea l  o f  Nat ional  l i t e r a t u r e
was handled from t h i s  o f f i c e .

The Elkhart  League was t h e  rec ip ien t  o f  a  g i f t  o f  a  club house by Mrs. A .  H .
Beardsley. I t  was one o f  t h e  very few i n  t h e  country,  and t h e  Elkhart  League
maintained i t  f o r  many years.

The Woman Voter  became even l a r g e r,  a t  l e a s t  i n  appearance, w i t h  the  publishing
of advert is ing.  M i s s  J u l i a  Landers was appointed advert is ing manager f o r  t h e
League and was energet ic  i n  securing ads f o r  the  Voter  and f o r  the  Year Book,
both published a t  convention t ime.  T h e  Year Book was a  handsome and f a i r l y
large publ icat ion i n  those days, supplementing the  Voter  as a  source o f  informa-
tion t o  League members. M i s s  Edi th  Evans o f  Indianapol is became the  e d i t o r  o f
the Voter  and p u b l i c i t y  chairman.
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Program

Along t h e  program f r o n t ,  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  f i f t y - f i f t y  b i l l  which provided equal
representation o f  women w i th  men i n  the  par ty  organization structure  and which
was defeated by the  1923 General Assembly, was maintained. T h e  e n t i r e  t e x t  o f
the b i l l  was pr in ted  i n  the  Vo te r,  and there  were several  e d i t o r i a l s  on the  sub-
j e c t .  D i s p l a y s  f o r  t h e  county f a i r s  on program mater ia l  were urged on the  "Know
Your County" surveys and on the  various peace plans and work. T h e  National
League was emphasizing three  issues: t h e  peace issue; a  study o f  t h e  proposed
equal r i g h t s  f o r  women amendment t o  the  United Sta te  Consti tut ion which they
were growing t o  be uncertain about; and t h e  c h i l d  labor  amendment--made neces-
sary by a  Supreme Court decision declar ing the  nat ional  c h i l d  labor  law inva l id .

Convention

The f i f t h  annual convention was held i n  Michigan C i t y,  May 13 ,  1 4  and 14 ,  1924.
I t  was planned as an  a l l -woman convention w i th  only women speakers on t h e  pro-
gram. M r s .  James W. Morrison o f  Chicago made one o f  t h e  pr inc ipa l  addresses on
the subject o f  in te rna t iona l  a f f a i r s .  M r s .  Morrison was t h e  daughter o f  Wi l l iam
Dudley Foulke, Ind iana  w r i t e r  and poet from Richmond,who was one o f  the  e a r l i e s t
and most s ta lwar t  supports o f  woman suffrage.  M r s .  May Wood-Simons, chairman
of c i t i zenship  t r a i n i n g  f o r  the  I l l i n o i s  League, was t h e  banquet speaker. M r s .
William J .  Hibbard,  reg iona l  d i r e c t o r,  and Mrs. Pau l  Ritterhouse, reg iona l  sec-
re tary,  took  par t  i n  the  program. T h e  laws sponsored by the  League were repor t -
ed by the  women who had been appointed t o  administer them: Mrs.  Car ina  C. War-
rington, S t a t e  Probation Of f icers ;  M iss  Blanche Merry,  S t a t e  School Attendance
Off icer;  and ,  D r .  Ada Schweitzer, i n  charge o f  t h e  maternal and c h i l d  hygiene
work o f  the  Sta te  Board o f  Heal th.

1924-25

Mrs. Wi l l i am T.  Barnes, President

F i rs t  Vice-president ,  Mrs.  Wal ter  S .  Greenough, Indianapol is
Second Vice-president ,  Mrs.  Ora Thompson Ross, Rensselaer
Third Vice-president ,  Mrs.  Freder ick  Lauenstein, Evansvi l le
Fourth Vice-president ,  Mrs.  I .  E .  May,  Anderson
Treasurer, Mrs.  Thomas (gcCulloch) M u l l i n s ,  F o r t  Wayne
Secretary, Miss Adah E.  Bush, Indianapol is

The standing committee chairman were as  fo l lows:

Mrs. E l i zabeth  Claypool E a r l ,  Muncie, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperation t o  Prevent
War and l e g i s l a t i v e  chairman

Miss Sara Lauter,  Ind ianapol is ,  E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government
Mrs. Wi lbur  Templin, E l k h a r t ,  Ch i ld  Welfare
Mrs. Mary Stover Hay, Anderson, Legal  Status o f  Women
Mrs. Margaret Hoop, She lbyv i l l e ,  Women i n  Industry

The Get-Out-The-Vote campaign, urged by the  Nat ional  League as a  concerted e f f o r t
over the  country,  occupied the  energies o f  t h e  League u n t i l  a f t e r  the  November
presidential  e lec t ion .  M r s .  Wal ter  S .  Greenough, Ind ianapol is ,  was t h e  chairman
and many committees were s e t  up: a  speakers bureau, a  committee t o  cooperate
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With t h e  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  and s t a t i s t i c s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s p e -
c i a l  f e a t u r e s ,  coope ra t i on  w i t h  t h e  c l e r g y,  f i n a n c e ,  a n d  an adv i so ry  p u b l i c i t y
committee.

Mrs. Maude Wood Pa rk ,  N a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t ,  s e n t  o u t  a  pledge o f  good c i t i z e n s h i p
as f o l l o w s :

"Be l iev ing  i n  government b y  t h e  peop le ,  f o r  t h e  peop le ,  o f  t h e  peop le ,  I
w i l l  do  my b e s t .  F i r s t :  To  i n f o r m  myse l f  about  p u b l i c  ques t i ons ,  t h e
p r i n c i p l e s  and p o l i c i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f
o f  cand idates  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  S e c o n d :  To  v o t e  accord ing  t o  my con -
scious a t  e v e r y  e l e c t i o n ,  p r i m a r y  o r  f i n a l ,  a t  wh ich  I  am e n t i t l e d  t o
vote.  T h i r d :  To  obey t h e  l a w  even when I  am n o t  i n  sympathy w i t h  a l l
i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  F o u r t h :  To  suppo r t  b y  a l l  f a i r  means t h e  p r i n c i p l e s
tha t  I  approve o f .  F i f t h :  To  r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  o t h e r s  t o  upho ld
conv ic t ions  t h a t  may d i f f e r  f r om  my own. S i x t h :  To  rega rd  my c i t i z e n -
ship a s  a  p u b l i c  t r u s t . "

Thousands o f  t hese  p ledges were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  I n d i a n a ,  a s  were t h e  f l y e r s ,
s t i cke rs  f o r  c a r s ,  p l a c a r d s  and t h e  l i k e  w i t h  "Vo te  as  You Please,  b u t  Vo t e " .

The r e s u l t s  i n  I n d i a n a ,  where t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s  i s  p e r p e t u a l ,  were  g r a t -
i f y i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s tatement  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t i on  o f  Manufac tur -
ers ,  I n d i a n a  l e d  a l l  s t a t e s  w i t h  83% o f  t h e  v o t e  c a s t .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  s t a t e  a l -
ready had been f a r  ahead o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  average hav ing  c a s t  75% o f  i t s  v o t e
i n  1920. T h e  campaign n a t i o n a l l y  i nc reased  t h e  v o t e  f rom a  l i t t l e  under  50%
to a  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  mark.  H o w e v e r,  i t  demonstrated t h e  va lue  o f  p r e - e l e c t i o n
a c t i v i t y  and gave t h e  League a  chance t o  imphasize i t s  non -pa r t i san  c h a r a c t e r.
I t  was endorsed b y  t h e  l eade rs  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  i n  I nd iana .  A  j o i n t  s ta tement
was issued b y  them say ing  i n  p a r t ,  " T h e  p a r t y  groups recogn ize  i n  t h e  League
of  Women Vo te rs  a  c i t i z e n  agency t h a t  i s  seek ing  and d isseminat ing  a u t h e n t i c
in fo rmat ion  on  t h e  b a s i c  f a c t s  o f  government and t h a t  i s  deve lop ing  in fo rmed
and i n t e l l i g e n t  v o t e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we u r g e n t l y  recommend t h a t  t h e  women o f
Indiana u n i t e  i n  a  ooncer ted e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  every  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  t o  t h e  p o l l s
November 4 ,  t o  t h e  end t h a t  government may con t inue  t o  be a  government b y  t h e
people. "

In  a  l i g h t  v a i n  was t h e  poem pub l i shed  b y  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  Times b y  Pau l i ne
Holmes:

"You'd b e t t e r  p i c k  your  p a r t y  and y o u ' d  b e t t e r  p i c k  your  man
Or y o u ' l l  have t o  seek sec l us i on  and h i d e  t h e  bes t  you  can.
Get y o u r  mind made up f o r  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  nex t  November bou t
Or t h e  Vo t e r ' s  L e a g u e ' l l  g e t  you  i f  you d o n ' t  watch o u t . "

One o f  t h e  g r e a t  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  day was t h e  proposed c h i l d  l a b o r  amendment t o
the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s .  T w i c e ,  c h i l d  l a b o r  b i l l s  had been de -
c lared u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b y  t h e  Supreme C o u r t ,  s o  amending t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n
seemed t h e  o n l y  f e a s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  a  s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y.  T h e
amendment was f i n a l l y  passed by  t h e  Congress, seeming ly  w i t h  a lmost  unanimous
c i t i z e n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  approva l .  B u t  when i t  was submi t ted  t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e g -
i s l a t u r e s  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  r a n  i n t o  tremendous o p p o s i t i o n .  T h e  opponents
organized s w i f t l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h o s e  who had supported t h e  amendment
through t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  o rgan i za t i ons  seemed t o  be  bewi ldered b y  t h e  v i o l e n t
a t tacks , ,  o r  a c t u a l l y  convinced by  t h e  arguments a g a i n s t  t h e  amendment. I t
f a i l e d  t o  be  r a t i f i e d  i n  many s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  I nd iana .  A s  a  mat -
t e r  o f  r e c o r d ,  t h e  amendment never  d i d  pass and c h i l d  l a b o r  was p e r m i t t e d  i n
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those s t a t e s  which d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  i t  u n t i l  1934. T h e n  t h e  Congress f i n a l l y
devised and passed a  measure p r o h i b i t i n g  c h i l d  l a b o r  t h a t  passed t h e  t e s t  o f
the Supreme Cour t ,

Indiana was n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  d e f e a t .  C h i l d  l a b o r  had been banned i n  t h e
sta te  b y  l e g i s l a t i o n  reach ing  over  a  p e r i o d  o f  years  and r e c e n t l y  brought
up, to da te  and, repassed i n  t h e  League sponsored School At tendance- C h i l d  Labor
b i l l .  'However,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  adverse propaganda was o f
great concern t o  t h e  I n d i a n a  League, a s  w e l l  as  t o  t h e  Na t i ona l  League. A s  an
Ind ianapo l i s  newspaper p u t  i t ,  neve r  had a  p u b l i c  i s s u e  been decided upon such
fa l se  premises. I t  s t a r t l e d  t h e  League i n t o  a  program o f  s e l f  educat ion  and
forced t h e  bas i s  f o r  t h e  development o f  s tudy '  groups which cha rac te r i zed  t h e
years t h a t  f o l l o w e d .

The r e s t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program, acco rd ing  t o  Mrs.  E l i z a b e t h  Claypool  E a r l ,
l e g i s l a t i v e  chairman, was concerned w i t h  ma in ta in ing  t h e  ga ins  a l r e a d y  won by
the League. T h e r e  was gene ra l  acceptance o f  t h e  equa l  guard iansh ip  l a w,  t h e
mother's a i d  l a w,  and I n d i a n a ' s  p a r t  i n  implement ing t h e  n a t i o n a l  ma te rn i t y  and
hea l th  program (known as  t h e  Sheppard-Towner l a w ) .  B u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was d i f -
f e ren t  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  schoo l  at tendance and t h e  p roba t i on  departments.  T h e y
were under cons tan t  f i r e  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  were f i n a l l y  saved  b y  t h e  com-
bined e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  League and t h e  o t h e r  l a r g e  s t a t e  women's o rgan i za t i ons .
The f i f t y - f i f t y  b i l l ,  g i v i n g  women equa l  r ep resen ta t i on  i n  p a r t y  o rgan i za t i on ,
was passed l a r g e l y  by  t h e  work o f  women p a r t y  workers b u t  w i t h  t h e  he lp  and
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League.

The i n t e r e s t  i n  c i t i z e n s h i p  schoo ls  cont inued.  T h e  s t a t e  League schoo l  was h e l d
at Purdue U n i v e r s i t y  on November 21 and 22 .  M r s .  Thomas A r t h u r  S t u a r t  was
chairman and t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  cooperated w i t h  t h e  League i n  work ing o u t  t h e  two
day program.

1925 N a t i o n a l  Convent ion

The c a l l  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Convent ion,  h e l d  i n  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g
of 1925, was i ssued  b y  t h e  new p r e s i d e n t ,  M iss  B e l l e  Sherwin.  I t  s t ressed  t h e
o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  League t o  suppor t  needed l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  abundant and t e s t e d
f a c t s ;  i t  c a l l e d  f o r  con t inued  e f f o r t  t o  seek f o r  t h e  causes and cu re  o f  war.
The convent ion  t o o k  app rop r i a te  a c t i o n  i n  these  f i e l d s ,  b u t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y
in te res ted  i n  work ing o u t  techn iques o f  s t u d y  groups,  and  t h e  use o f  f a c t u a l
ma te r ia l  i n  cons ide r ing  governmental  problems. M i s s  Sherwin was convinced t h a t
i f  c i t i z e n s  knew t h e  f a c t s ,  t h e i r  dec i s i ons  would be  w ise .

1925-26

Mrs. B .  B .  W h i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute,  P res iden t

The s t a t e  convent ion  was h e l d  i n  Te r r e  Haute,  a t  t h e  H o t e l  Deming, May 7  and 8 .
Mts. B .  B .  Wh i t e ,  program chairman, and Mts .  F.  H .  N o s i e r ,  f i f t h  d i s t r i c t  c h a i r -
man, had  charge o f  t h e  l o c a l  arrangements. T h e  convent ion  program aga in  feaf-
tured o n l y  women speakers,  a s  had t h e  p rev ious  success fu l  convent ion .  T h e  o u t
of  s t a t e  speakers were:Judge F lorence A l l e n  o f  Oh io ,  t h e  f i r s t  woman i n  t h e
United S ta tes  t o  p res ide  o v e r  a  s t a t e  Supreme Cour t ;  M i ss  A l i c e  M. Hun t  o f
Rhode I s l a n d  who had a t tended,  a s  an  observe r,  t h e  sessions o f  t h e  League o f
Nations i n  Geneva; and ,  Mrs .  C r a i g  M i l l e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Michigan League.
Mts. W i l l i a m  O. H ibbard  o f  Winnetka,  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r ,
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had become so  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  I nd iana  League t h a t  she  seemed one o f  t h e
League's own o f f i c e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S. E h r i c h ,  E v a n s v i l l e ,
reported on t h e  Conference o f  t h e  Causes and Cure o f  War which she had a t -
tended i n  Washington, D .  C .

Mrs.
Mrs.

W. T .  Barnes ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Ora T.  Ross ,  Rensselaer

Mrs.
Mrs.

E l izabeth  E a r l ,  Muncie
Freder ic  Lauenste in ,  E v a n s v i l l e

Mrs. I .  W. May,  Anderson Mrs. Isaac Born ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Homer McCray, K e n d a l l v i l l e Mrs. H. R .  M isene r,  M ich igan  C i t y
Mrs. J. E .  N e f f ,  Sou th  Bend Mrs. B. B .  W h i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute
Mrs. C. C .  War r i ng ton ,  F o r t  Wayne Mrs. A l i c e  Fos te r  M u l l i n s ,  F o r t  Wayne
Mrs. A. H .  B e a r d s l e y,  E l k h a r t Mrs. Walter  S .  Greenough, I n d p l s .
Mrs. Chr i s t i an  Eby,  C o n n e r s v i l l e

At t h e  f i nance  s e s s i o n ,  wh ich  adopted a  $7,500 budget ,  Good C i t i z e n s h i p  bonds
were s o l d  a t  $10 each.  A l m o s t  $2,500 was subscr ibed b y  t h e  convent ion ,  w i t h
Miss Sara L a u t e r  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  i n  charge o f  t h e  e f f o r t .  M r s .  A l i c e  Fos te r
Mul l ins  was chairman o f  t h e  Finance Department wh ich  proposed t h a t  $1,250 come
from l o c a l  Leagues, b e i n g  about  t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  each f rom 5,000 members;
$5,000 be r a i s e d  b y  persona l  p ledges and t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  Good C i t i z e n s h i p
bonds; $750 f r o m  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  t h e  Convention program and o t h e r  sources.  T h e
Convention Programs were l a r g e  and handsome b o o k l e t s ,  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  f u l l
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  preceding y e a r,  and  c a r r i e d  a  g r e a t
deal o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .

The new o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  convent ion  were:

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  B .  B .  W h i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M r s .  Ora  Thompson Ross, Rensselaer
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t , ' M i s s  Sara L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Thi rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  South  Bend
Fourth V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M i s s  Emma May, Te r r e  Haute
Treasurer,  Mrs .  A l i c e  Fos te r  M u l l i n s ,  F o r t  Wayne
Secretary,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s

The newly e l e c t e d  members o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board were as  f o l l o w s :

Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.

Thomas A .  S t u a r t ,  L a f a y e t t e
Richard E .  Edwards, Pe ru
Anna O 'F l ynn ,  Vincennes
Sara L a u t e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
E l l a  Bagot Kehrer,2Anderson
Luc i l e  Myers,  Hammond

The ho ld -ove r  d i r e c t o r s  i n c l u d e d :

Mrs. Char les  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  Sou th  Bend
Mrs. 0 .  R .  Webb, E v a n s v i l l e
Mrs. Theodore Louden, Bloomington
Miss Emma May, Te r r e  Haute
Miss Ger t rude McHugh, I n d i a n a p o l i s

The new p res iden t  and h e r  board were con f ron ted  immedia te ly  w i t h  t h e  problem
of  c a r r y i n g  on  an  e f f i c i e n t  s t a t e  o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  p res iden t  l i v i n g  i n  a  d i f -
fe ren t  c i t y  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  dec i s ions  e n t a i l e d  i n
League work.  I t  was f i n a l l y  r e s o l v e d  by  g i v i n g  each o f f i c e r  a  p o r t f o l i o  i n
add i t i on  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross
was made chairman o f  t h e  l o c a l  League programs: M i s s  Sara L a u t e r,  F inance ;
Mrs. J .  E .  N e f f ,  Speakers Bureau; M i ss  Emma May, "Woman C i t i z e n "  campaign;
and, Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, Vo t e r  e d i t o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Mrs .  H .  R .  Misener
became chairman o f  Organ iza t ion  and Mrs.  May Gal lahan Ko lb ,  Membership c h a i r -
man.
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The s tand ing  committees were as  f o l l o w s :

Chi ld  Wel fa re ,  Mrs .  Edna H a t f i e l d  Edmundson4 Bloomington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War, Mrs .  E l i z a b e t h  Claypool  E a r l ,
L i v i ng  Cos ts ,  Mrs .  F r a n k  H a t f i e l d ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s  M u n c i e
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  Mrs .  Margare t  Hoop, S h e l b y v i l l e
Soc ia l  Hygiene, Mrs .  F r e d  Longdon, B l u f f t o n

Nat iona l  Issues

There were t h r e e  n a t i o n a l  i ssues  about  wh ich  t h e  League was a c t i v e l y  concerned.
The f i r s t  h a d  t o  do w i t h  t h e  reenactment o f  t h e  M a t e r n i t y  and I n f a n c y  A c t ,  now
tha t  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a c t  was drawing t o  a  c l o s e .  T h e
Indiana League was a c t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  work done i n  t h e  s t a t e  under  t h e
Mate rn i t y  A c t  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  I n f a n t  and C h i l d  Hygiene o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board
of  Hea l th .  I n  h e r  annual  r e p o r t ,  D r .  Ada  Schwei tzer,  d i r e c t o r ,  p o i n t e d  o u t
the decreasing r a t e  o f  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  S h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s
g r a t i f y i n g  improvement i n  some measure t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  aroused b y  t h e  B e t t e r
Baby Contest  a t  t h e  S t a t e  F a i r ,  and  t h e  v igorous  campaign o f  p u b l i c i t y  and
e x h i b i t s  which extended t o  many l o c a l  communit ies. M u c h  o f  t h i s  was made
poss ib le  by  t h e  f e d e r a l  funds  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  under  t h e  matching p r o -
v i s i ons  o f  t h e  M a t e r n i t y  and I n f a n c y  A c t .  N a t i o n a l l y ,  s i m i l a r  advances had
been made. O f  course ,  t h e  improvement c o u l d  be c r e d i t e d  p a r t i a l l y  t o  t h e
b e t t e r  techniques o f  t h e  medica l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no  doubt  t h a t  t h e
operat ion o f  t h e  l aw  i t s e l f  had d isseminated sound i n f o r m a t i o n  on materna l
and c h i l d  c a r e ,  and had s t i m u l a t e d  h e a l t h y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t .

The second n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  had t o  do w i t h  t h e  ques t ion  o f  t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e
United S ta tes  i n t o  t h e  Permanent Cour t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e .  T h e  Congress
had re fused  t o  go  i n t o  t h e  League o f  Na t i ons ,  b u t  t h e  ques t ion  o f  t h e  World
Court seemed t o  be  l e s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and a c t i o n  on i t  was s t i l l  pending.
Both o f  t h e  ma jo r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  had endorsed e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Cou r t ,  and t h e
Nat iona l  League urged i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  Senators and Congressmen be fo re  t h e y  r e -
turned t o  Washington, ask ing  suppo r t  o f  t h e  measure. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  o rde r  t o
spread f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  World C o u r t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League promot-
ed t h e  f o rma t i on  o f  conversa t ion  groups i n  each l o c a l i t y .

The Wadsworth-Gar re t  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  was
before t h e  Congress and was t h e  t h i r d  n a t i o n a l  i s sue  upon which t h e  League had
taken a  f i r m  p o s i t i o n ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h e  amendment sought  t o  change
the amending process ,  making i t  even more r e s t r i c t i v e  and d i f f i c u l t .  T h e  p r o -
posal was defeated  and,  i ndeed ,  has  been a. dead i s s u e  f o r  many years .

The Ma te rn i t y  and I n f a n c y  A c t  was extended b y  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  League a t
t h i s  t i m e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  i t  was no  l o n g e r  necessary because t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
State Hea l th  Boards absorbed t h i s  program and cont inued t o  made advances i n
the f i e l d .

The year  was a  non- l e g i s l a t i v e  one f o r  t h e  League and a t t e n t i o n  was focused
on a  s tudy  program. E a c h  yea r  a  proposed program o f  work  was prepared f o r
l o c a l  guidance.  T h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c i t y  manager f o rm  o f  government, and  o f  t h e
proposal t o  make t h e  coun ty  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  f o r  t h e  schoo ls  were i n -
cluded i n  t h i s  program. I t  a l s o  suggested t h a t  t h e  problems o f  women i n  i n -
dus t ry  be d iscussed,  a n d  t h a t  one meet ing be devoted t o  a  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e
League's own program t o  be  se lec ted  a t  t h e  nex t  s t a t e  convent ion .  A c t i v i t i e s ,
as u s u a l ,  i n c l u d e d  f i n a n c e  and  membership d r i v e s .  F i r s t  v o t e r s  b i r t h d a y  p a r -
t i e s  be fo re  t h e  f a l l  e l e c t i o n s ,  c i t i z e n s h i p  schools  on  l o c a l  i s s u e s ,  and  a  mass
meeting on  t h e  World Cour t  were i nc luded  i n  t h e  program.
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Nat ional  Board

Miss B e l l e  Sherwin o f  C leve land,  O h i o ,  had  become t h e  p res iden t  o f  t h e  Na-
t i o n a l  League, succeeding Mrs.  Maude Wood Park .  S i n c e  h e r  e l e c t i o n  i n  1924,
Miss Sherwin had made h e r  home i n  Washington, D .  C . ,  where t h e  headquarters
of  t h e  League had been l o c a t e d ,  and had made t h e  League pres idency a  f u l l
t ime j o b .  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h e r  were a  devoted group o f  women: Mrs .  H a r r i s
Baldwin o f  Washington, D .  C . :  M iss  Ka the r ine  Luddington o f  Lyme, Conn. ;  Mrs .
George Ge l l ho rn  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  Mo . :  M i ss  Ruth  Morgan o f  New York  C i t y ;  Mrs .
Wi l l iam Hibbard o f  Winnetka,  I l l i n o i s  and h e r  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y,  M i ss
Florence H a r r i s o n ,  and many o the r s .  I n  these  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s ,  t h e  League was
smal l ,  and i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e ,  demanded a lmost  f u l l  t i m e  f rom i t s  respon-
s i b l e  l e a d e r s .

Proposed Program o f  Work

The proposed program o f  work  prepared f o r  t h e  s t a t e  convent ion  was a n  i l l u s -
t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r e n d  o f  t h e  League t o  become a t  t h e  same t i m e  more academic
and more d i f f u s e .  E a c h  committee program was d i v i d e d  i n t o  s tudy  i t ems  and
support i t e m s .  T h e  committee on  C h i l d  We l fa re ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  l i s t e d  i t s
support i t e m s  as  acceptance b y  I n d i a n a  o f  t h e  M a t e r n i t y  and I n f ancy  A c t ,  w i t h
adequate a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  secure f u l l  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  A c t ,  and t h e  r a t i f i c a -
t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i l d  Labor  Amendment b y  t h e  I nd iana  General  Assembly. I t s  s t u d y
items i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  c h i l d  l a b o r ;  p r o t e c t i o n  g i ven  by  t h e  s t a t e  t o
ch i l d ren  i n  need o f  s p e c i a l  c a r e ,  such  as  t h e  dependents, t h e  de l inquen ts  and
the d e f e c t i v e s ;  con t i nued  s t udy  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws sponsored by  t h e
League- - t h e  mo the r ' s  a i d  l a w,  t h e  work  o f  t h e  schoo l  at tendance o f f i c e ,  a n d
of  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r .

Under E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  recommendations i n c l u d e d  t h e
manager p l a n  i n  l o c a l  government; s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;
the " s h o r t  b a l l o t "  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  t y p e ;  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y.
Their  s t u d y  i t ems  i n c l u d e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u r  amendments t o  t h e  s t a t e
Cons t i t u t i on  t h a t  were pending;  r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws ;  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod ies- - n a -
t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  and l o c a l ;  coun t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  t a x a t i o n  methods o f  amending
the f e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  f e d e r a l  a i d .  T h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  department was
growing i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t r o n g e r.

State Convent ion,  1926

The s t a t e  conven t ion  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  March 24-26,  1926,  a t  t h e
L inco ln  H o t e l .  M i s s  B e l l e  Sherwin,  N a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t ,  was t h e  banquet
speaker and D r.  I s a d o r  Ldeb, Washington U n i v e r s i t y  Commerce dean, spoke a t
a mass meet ing on  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  "Where S t a t e  and Na t ion  ! r ee t . "  T h e  convent ion
had be fo re  i t  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e v i s i n g  i t s  Bylaws. M o s t  o f  t h e  proposa ls  were
designed t o  p r o v i d e  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by  d e f i n i n g : p o r e  c a r e f u l l y
the purpose o f  t h e  League, p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s t a t e  dues o f  f i f t y  c e n t s  p e r  mem-
ber,  and l eng then ing  t h e  terms o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t o  two  years .  I t  a l s o  reduced
the number o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  t o  s i x  a t  l a r g e ,  w i t h  a  d i r e c t o r  f o r  each o f  t h e
t h i r t e e n  congress iona l  d i s t r i c t s  wh ich  t h e  s t a t e  had a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and  making
t h e i r  terms two  y e a r s ,  a l s o .  A l l  t hese  proposa ls  c a r r i e d  a t  t h e  conven t ion ,
but t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  d i r e c t o r s  and o f f i c e r s  proceeded under  t h e  o l d  p r o v i s i o n s
f o r  one yea r  te rms .
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1926-27

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  F r a n k  H. S t r e i g h t o f f ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

The new o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  League were:

President ,  Mrs .Frank  R. S t r e i g h t o f f ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs.  L .  H .  K o l b ,  Peru
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  M.  R .  M isener,  Mich igan C i t y
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  South  Bend
Secretary,  M r s .  Wa l t e r  S .  Huffman,  E l k h a r t
Treasurer,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross,  Rensselaer

D i rec to rs :

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

C. A .  C a r l i s l e ,  Sou th  Bend
El izabeth  Claypool  E a r l ,  Muncie
Russel l  Fo r tune ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
E l l a  Begot Kehrer  A n d e r s o n
T. J .  Louden, Bloomington

Standing Committee Chairmen:

Miss Gert rude McHugh, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Miss Anna O 'F lynn,  Vincennes
Mrs. Thomas A .  S t u a r t ,  L a f a y e t t e
Mrs. 0 .  R .  Webb, E v a n s v i l l e
Mrs. B .  B .  W h i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute

Education -  Mrs.  B .  B .  Wh i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute
Chi ld Wel fa re  -  D r .  Edna E.  Edmondson, Bloomington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War -  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  S.  Ehr ich ,Evans-
Social  Hygiene -  Mrs.  E t h e l  F.  C l a r k e ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s  v i l l e
E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government -  Mrs .  Sue Hami l ton Yea ts ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
New Voters  -  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Finance -  Miss  Sara  L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

There were a l s o  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  who were as  f o l l o w s :

F i r s t  -  Mrs.  L u l u  S .  Ha lvorson,  E v a n s v i l l e
Second -  Mrs.  P e a r l  Vernon, M a r t i n s v i l l e
F i f t h  -  Mrs.  J .  F .  Mocker,  Te r r e  Haute
Six th  -  H rs .  E a r l  R u f f ,  Glenwood
Seventh -  Mrs.  F r a n k  H a t f i e l d ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Nineth -  Mrs.  W. A .  M o r r i s ,  F r a n k f o r t
Tenth -  Mrs.  E f f i e  E a r l ,  Va lpa ra i so
Eleventh -  Mrs.  L .  I .  K o l b ,  Pe ru
Th i r teenth  -  Mrs.  W.  J .  Fea lock ,  Mich igan C i t y

The execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y,  M iss  Helen Hand, res igned  t o  t a k e  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  Chicago.
In  August ,  h e r  p l ace  was f i l l e d  b y  Miss F lo rence  K i r l i n ,  who had been sec re ta r y
to  t h e  head o f  t h e  Department o f  Psychology,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  f o r  f o u r  years
and had majored i n  commerce and p o l i t i c a l  sc ience  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  t a k i n g  an
add i t i ona l  mas te r ' s  degree i n  psychology.  M i s s  K i r l i n  spent  p a r t  o f  t h e  summer
in  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  League, f a m i l i a r i z i n g  h e r s e l f  w i t h  t h e  work  o f  t h e
League o f  Women Vo te rs .

Local Leagues

Simple goa ls  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues were es tab l i shed  and s t ressed .  T h e s e  goa l s
inc luded:
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1. A  budget ,  n o  ma t te r  how s m a l l
2. A  month payment, n o  ma t t e r  how s m a l l ,  o n  t h e  quo ta  t o  t h e  S t a t e

League
3. Regu la r  month ly  meetings o f  t h e  l o c a l  boards o f  d i r e c t o r s
4. A  d e f i n i t e  program t o  be  c a r r i e d  on  i n  open meet ings ( D a t e s  and

committees t o  be  arranged a t  l e a s t  two  months i n  advance)
5. A t  l e a s t  one s t u d y  group
6, Educa t i ona l  survey  o f  t h e  coun ty

The S ta te  Board a l s o  adopted a  program p l a n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues,
w i t h  t h e  focus  each month on  t h e  program o f  one o f  t h e  s tand ing  committees. F o r
instance,  t h e  September meet ing was i n  charge o f  t h e  C h i l d  Wel fa re  Committee,
w i t h  t h e  sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  be  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  laws enacted as
a r e s u l t  o f  League a c t i v i t y :  Schoo l  At tendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w,  M a t e r n i t y  and
Infancy A c t ,  P r o b a t i o n  l a w,  Equa l  Guardianship o f  C h i l d r e n ,  and Mother ' s  A i d
law.

September was t o  i n c l u d e  as  i t s  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t y  a  C i t i z e n s h i p  School .  O c t o b e r
was t o  be  i n . c h a r g e ' o f  •the E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government Committee, and  t h e  meeting
was t o  be a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u r  pending amendments t o  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u -
t i o n  ( no  s tand  b y  t h e  League on amendments) , reg is t ra t ion  and e l e c t i o n  laws ,  and
the p r i n c i p l e  o f  f e d e r a l  a i d .  T h e  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were t o  be non -pa r t i san
candidates meet ings,  b a l l o t  mark ing o r  v o t i n g  machine i n s t r u c t i o n  c lasses  and
a p a r t y  f o r  p r e c i n c t  committeewomen o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  D e t a i l e d  p lans  a long  these
general l i n e s  were made f o r  each month o f  t h e  y e a r.

The l o c a l  Leagues had become 28 b y  t h i s  t i m e ,  wh i ch  i n d i c a t e d  a  g radua l  reduc -
t i o n  through t h e  y e a r s .  T h e r e  were Leagues i n  every  d i s t r i c t  b u t  t h e  f o u r t h ,
however, and t h e  decrease was n o t  a s  a la rm ing  as  t h e  number o f  Leagues would
i nd i ca te .  T h e  tendancy had been t o  amalgamate s e v e r a l  s m a l l  Leagues i n t o  one
c i t y  o r  county  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  League numbership as  a  whole was s m a l l e r  t han
the f i r s t  y e a r s .  T h e  s c h o l a r l y  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  League i n  t h e
f i e l d  o f  government seemed t o  a t t r a c t  o n l y  a  c e r t a i n  t ype  o f  woman.

Woman Vo te r  Magazine

Mrs. F rank  H a t f i e l d  became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Woman Vo t e r.  T h e  Vo te rs  o f  t h i s  y e a r
r e f l e c t e d  a  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  educa t i ona l  problems, and  c a r r i e d  a r t i c l e s  on
the educa t iona l  program o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League and on  t h e  educa t i ona l  needs i n
Indiana.

L e g i s l a t i v e  Work

The General  Assembly o f  I nd i ana  met i n  January,  and  t h e  League was busy  as  usua l
p ro tec t i ng  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i t  had been i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  secur ing .  T h e  League
also decided t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  p r i m a r y  l a w  o f  I n d i a n a ,
which i t  d i d  s u c c e s s f u l l y.  T h e  pending amendments t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a l t hough
the League was t a k i n g  no  p o s i t i o n  on  them, were analyzed and i n f o r m a t i o n  about
them were w i d e l y  d isseminated.  T h e  amendments were:  ( 1 )  t o  pe rm i t  t h e  l e g i s l a -
tu re  t o  c l a s s i f y  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  r e g i s t e r i n g  v o t e r s  ( a l r e a d y  p rov ided  f o r  i n
the C o n s t i t t i o n ) ;  ( 2 )  t o  extend t h e  te rms o f  two yea r  o f f i c e r s  t o  f o u r  yea rs ,
but exp ress l y  p r o h i b i t e d  such inc reases  i n  l e n g t h  o f  t e rm  o r  i n  s a l a r i e s  t o
apply t o  p resen t  incumbents;  ( 3 )  t o  enumerate vo te r s  eve ry  s i x  yea rs ,  and  appor -
t i o n  t h e  number o f  s t a t e  senators  and rep resen ta t i ves  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e
number o f  v o t e r s ;  ( 4 )  t o  t a x  persona l  incomes. I n  p resen t ing  arguments f o r  and
against  these  amendments, t h e  League was s t a r t i n g  a  l o n g  cont inued p r a c t i c e  o f
cover ing i ssues  o f  gene ra l  i n t e r e s t ,  even  though no s tand  was taken  b y  t h e
League on  t h e  i s s u e s .
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Mrs. T .  J .  Louden was made chairman o f  t h e  s t e e r i n g  committee and Mts.  Char les
A. C a r l i s l e ,  South  Bend, chairman o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee. T h e  r e -
su l t s  o f  t h e  work  i n  the session were t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  sponsored by  t h e
League i n  t h e  p a s t ,  defend s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e  d i r e c t  p r i m a r y,  b u t  n o t  even t o  p r e -
sent t h e  C h i l d  Labor amendment f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  f ace  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n
against  i t .

Admin is t ra t i on

Miss F lorence Ha r r i son ,  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  sec re ta r y  and Mrs.  Wa l t e r
S. Greenough, new v o t e r  chairman, o rgan ized  c o l l e g e  Leagues a t  B u t l e r  and
Indiana U n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r.

The headquarters were moved f rom t h e  Spink-Arms H o t e l  t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  B u i l d i n g ,
I l l i n o i s  and Market  S t r e e t s ,  a  downtown l o c a t i o n  convenient  t o  bus and i n t e r -
urban s t a t i o n s  and t o  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l .  H e r e  t h e y  have remained.

1927-28

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  F rank  H. S t r e i g h t o f f ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

O f f i ce r s  f o r  1927-28 i n c l u d e d :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  F rank  H. S t r e i g h t o f f ,  I n d i a n a p o l i b
F i r s t  V i c e  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Second V i ce  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  H .  R .  M isener,  M ich igan  C i t y
Thi rd  V i c e  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  Sou th  Bend
Secretary,  M i ss  Adah Bush, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Treasurer,  M t s .  Ora  T.  Ross ,  Rensselaer

D i rec to rs  a t  l a r g e :

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  Claypool  E a r l ,  Muncie
Mrs. R u s s e l l  For tune,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. B .  B .  W h i t e ,  Te r r e  Haute
Mrs. C .  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  South  Bend
Mrs. J .  C .  Boss ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. L .  L .  K o l b ,  Pe ru

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s :

F i r s t ,  Mrs .  L u l u  S.  Ha lvorsen ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Second, Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
F i f t h ,  Mrs .  J .  F .  Hocker,  Te r r e  Haute
S ix th ,  Mrs .  E a r l  Wood, Glenwood
Seventh, M iss  Sara  L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
N in th ,  Mrs .  W.  A .  M o r r i s ,  F r a n k f o r t
Tenth, Mrs .  L .  E .  Myers ,  Va l p a r a i s o
Eleventh, Mrs .  L .  L .  K o l b ,  Pe ru
Th i r teen th ,  Mrs .  W. A .  Huffman,  E l k h a r t

Standing Committee Chairmen:

Chi ld We l fa re ,  D r .  Edna H. Edmundson, Bloomington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S.  E h r i c h ,

Evansv i l le
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  Mts .  Edna M. C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Finance, Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  South  Bend

20



Convention

The e i g h t h  annual  convent ion  was h e l d  May 9 - 11 ,  1927 ,  i n . E l k h a r t .  T h e  meet ing
place was t h e  c l u b  house o f  t h e  E l k h a r t  League o f  Women Vo t e r s ,  one o f  t h e  f ew
League owned c l u b  houses i n  t h e  c o u n t r y.  T h e  program inc luded  David Lawrence
speaking on "The Trend o f  t h e  Times" a n d  D r.  H .  H .  Young o f  I nd iana  U n i v e r s i t y
whose s u b j e c t  was "The  Spec ia l  School  and I t s  R e l a t i o n  t o  Problem Ch i l d ren " .
Miss E l i z a b e t h  Hauser o f  Gerard,  O h i o ,  was t h e  gues t  r ep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e
Nat iona l  League.

E lec t ions were h e l d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  under  t h e  new Bylaws adopted a t  t h e  p r e -
ceeding convent ion  making t h e  terms o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  two  yea rs .

Voters Se rv i ce

Ear ly  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  M i ss  F lo rence  K i r l i n  became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Women Vo t e r.  A s
a non- l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r ,  t h e  program revo lved  around s t u d y  o f  t h e  i t ems  f e l t  t o
be most impo r t an t  t o  League members. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  campaign f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l
e l e c t i o n  o f  1928 a l r e a d y  had begun, and  t h e  League was aga in  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t i m -
u l a t i n g  v o t i n g  b u t  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  i n t e r e s t  veered f rom g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e
vote t o  an  e f f o r t  t o  arouse c i t i z e n s  t o  become in fo rmed v o t e r s  b y  p r o v i d i n g
f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  i ssues  and cand idates  i n  every  p o s s i b l e  way. T h i s  y e a r
r e f l e c t e d  t h e  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  honest  e l e c t i o n s :  m a k i n g  su re  t h a t  eve ry
q u a l i f i e d  c i t i z e n  cou ld  v o t e ,  t h a t  h i s  v o t e  was counted,  and  t h a t  t h e r e  be  o n l y
one v o t e  pe r  c i t i z e n .

This t r e n d  was s t i m u l a t e d  by  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee o f  N ine ,  a u t h o r i z e d  by
the General Counc i l  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League. T h e y  recommended c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f
b a l l o t  mark ing i n f o r m a t i o n ;  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  v o t e r s  such as  p o l i t i c a l  c a l e n -
dars, i n f o r m a t i o n  booths, and d i g e s t s  o f  e l e c t i o n  l aws ;  send ing  ques t ionna i res
to  candidates and h o l d i n g  cand idates  meet ings;  encourag ing women t o  become a c -
t i v e  i n  t h e  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e ;  imp rov ing  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and e l e c t i o n  machin-
ery ;  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  importance o f  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  nominat ion  o f  cand ida tes ;
and r e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  p r i m a r y  was t h e  bes t  method f o r  g i v -
ing t h e  average v o t e r - - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  woman v o t e r -7a v o i c e  i n  nominat ions.

Program

The program o f  t h e  yea r  i n  t h e  I nd iana  League was g r e a t l y  i n f l uenced  b y  t h i s
repo r t .  S t u d y  o f  e l e c t i o n  l aws ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on  t h e  reasons beh ind
the repea l  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w  by  t h e  1927 General  Assembly and t h e  q u a l i -
f i c a t i o n s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  o f  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  w a s  urged.  C i t i z e n s h i p  schoo ls
were t o  make a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  programs r e v o l v e  about  t h e  recommendations
given above. T h e  n e x t  conven t ion ,  t h a t  o f  1928, t o o k  as t h e  theme o f  i t s  p r o -
gram i tems on  t h e  E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government program dea l i ng  l a r g e l y  w i t h  these
issues b u t  a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c i t y  manager f o rm  o f  government. A n  ex tens ive
k i t  w i t h  o u t l i n e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  meet ings- - c o s t i n g ,  b y  t h e  way,  $1 .50--was assem-
bled f rom m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League and th rough o t h e r  o r g a n i -
zat ions i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  government sc ience .

However, t h e  o t h e r  program i tems o f  t h e  League were n o t  neg lec ted.  T h e  sug -
gested program f o r  t h e  yea r  i n c l u d e d  l o c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  work
o f  t h e  M a t e r n i t y  and I n f a n c y  program, t h e  School  Attendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w,
probat ion work ,  and  a  survey  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  rega rd  t o  women i n  i n d u s t r y.
Foreign p o l i c y  was a  con t i nu i ng  i n t e r e s t ,  and  t h e  L i v i n g  Costs committee had
a ho t  i s s u e  i n  t h e  Muscle Shoals problem--what t o  do w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s
made du r i ng  t h e  war  f o r  war use .  A s  u s u a l ,  each meet ing was i n  charge o f  a
standing commit tee,  b u t  t h e r e  was much more emphasis o n  s tudy  groups.  O n e  meet-
ing proposed an  exp lana t i on  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  l aw  g i v i n g  women t h e  r i g h t  t o  se rve
on j u r i e s  b o l s t e r e d  by  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  use made o f  women f o r  j u r y  s e r v i c e  b y
the l o c a l  c o u r t s .
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In September, t h e r e  was a  conference o f  t h e  f o u r  c o l l e g e  Leagues i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s .
The Leagues were B u t l e r  U n i v e r s i t y,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  Te r r e  Haute S t a t e  Normal,
and Purdue U n i v e r s i t y.  Te n t a t i v e  program suggest ions were developed, and t h e
g i r l s  showed p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  " g o -see"  p r o j e c t s  such as  a c t u a l  v i s i t s  t o
the courthouse and c i t y  h a l l  and t h e  v a r i o u s  c i t y  p r o j e c t s - - p a r k s ,  sewage d i s -
posal p l a n t s ,  and t h e  l i k e .

Admin is t ra t ion

The budget f o r  t h e  y e a r  showed a  new approach t o  t h e  income p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  E a c h
l o c a l  League was g i v e n  a  quota  f o r  s t a t e  League work,  and most o f  them accepted
these quotas s e t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  f i n a n c e  commit tee.  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  budget
was made more s p e c i f i c  w i t h  i tems f o r  r e n t ,  te lephone  and t e l eg raph ,  s u p p l i e s
amounting t o  $1000, e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y --$1800, p a r t - t i m e  h e l p e r - -$600,  n a t i o n a l
League quota--$750,  o t h e r  i t ems  o f  t r a v e l i n g  expenses, s t a t e  convent ion ,  Woman
Voter ($660) ,  and a  $600 deb t ;  t h e  t o t a l  amounted t o  $6000. T h e  l o c a l  Leagues
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  budget  were 20 which showed a  decrease.

During t h e  y e a r,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown, was made chairman o f  t h e
L i v i ng  Costs committee where t h e  na t iona lMusc le  Shoals i t e m  was t h e  a c t i v e  and
con t rove rs ia l  i s s u e .

Mrs. Warren K.  Mannon o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  was e l e c t e d  a  d i r e c t o r  a t  l a r g e  d u r i ng  t h e
year t o  f i l l  a  vacancy.

Voters Serv i ce

The Na t iona l  League embarked on an  ambi t ious  new program by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  week-
l y  broadcast  i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Broacast ing  Company. M i s s
Katherine Luddington was t h e  chairman, and t h e  s e r i e s  was c a l l e d  Vo te rs  Serv i ce
programs and was designed t o  t h row  l i g h t  on  t h e  i ssues  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam-
paign. T h e  program was s t a r t e d  i n  January o f  1928 and was c a r r i e d  th rough  w i t h
much success and i n t e r e s t  f o r  many months u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n .
The expense i n  t h e  end became t o o  much f o r  t h e  League. W h i l e  t h e  t i m e  was do -
nated by  t h e  NBC, t h e  development o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  programs w i t h  n a t i o n a l  speakers
requi red t h e  maintenance o f  a  New Yo rk  c i t y  o f f i c e  and  a  l a r g e  a l lowance f o r
t r a v e l i n g  expenses. H o w e v e r,  t h i s  p i onee r  e f f o r t  t o  acqua in t  t h e  v o t i n g  p u b l i c
w i t h  t h e  i ssues  and t h e  candidates o f  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  s t a r t e d  t h e  b a l l
to  r o l l i n g  and encouraged t h e  development o f  more and b e t t e r  programs a long  t h e
voters  s e r v i c e  l i n e s .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  have been count less  broadcasts  by
s ta te  and l o c a l  Leagues u s i n g  t h i s  medium t o  c r e a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  League p r o -
gram w i t h  i t s  many i ssues .  T h e r e  have been n a t i o n a l  b roadcasts ,  t o o ,  and t h e
v a r i e t y  o f  f o rm  and s u b j e c t  ma t te r  has demonstrated t h e  . v e r s a t i l i t y  o f  t h e
League members. T o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  when t e l e v i s i o n  became a  r e a l i t y ,  t h e
Leagues se ized  upon t h i s  medium a l s o  t o  spread t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .

Nat ional  Issues

A f t e r  a  decade o f  f l o u n d e r i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i e l d  t o  f i n d  a n y  s o l u t i o n  t o
peace, d u r i n g  which t i m e  t h e  Congress re fused  t o  go i n t o  t h e  League o f  Nat ions ,
refused e n t r y  t o  t h e  World Cour t ,  and  found t h e  disarmament conference an  almost
complete f a i l u r e ,  a  p o s i t i v e  p l a n  emerged i n  t h e  Capper r e s o l u t i o n s .  T h e s e  r e s o -
l u t i o n s  out lawed war,  d e f i n e d  a n  aggressor  n a t i o n ,  and requested t h e  Pres ident
of  t h e  U.S.  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  France (where t h e  p roposa l  o r i g i n a t e d )
and o t h e r  l i ke -m inded  n a t i o n s  t o  f u r t h e r  these  ends.  T h e  League ac ted  a t  once
in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p roposa l  which became a  major  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  Department o f
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War.
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i§28-29

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s

At t h e  convent ion ,  Mrs .  S t r e i g h t o f f ,  who had another  yea r  as  p r e s i d e n t ,  res igned,
and Mrs. Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  was e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  unexpi red
term.

The r o s t e r  o f  o f f i c e r s  a n d  committee chairmen f o r  t h e  yea r  i nc luded  t h e  f o l l o w -
ing:

Pres ident ,  M rs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
Second V i c e  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  H .  R .  M isener,  Mich igan C i t y
Thi rd  V i c e  P res iden t ,  Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  South  Bend
Secretary,  M i ss  Adah Bush, I n d i a n a p o l i s

- r  T r e a s u r e r ,  Mrs .  O r a  Thompson Ross, Rensselaer

D i rec to rs  a t  La rge :

Mrs. Cha r l es  A .  C a r l i s l e ,  South  Bend
Mts. E l i z a b e t h  C laypoo l  E a r l ;  Muncie
Mrs. J .  C .  Boss ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. Warren K.  Mannon, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. R .  C .  S m a l l ,  Hagerstown
Mrs. Lew is  E .  Myers ,  Va l p a r a i s o

D i s t r i c t  Chairmen:

F i r s t  D i s t r i c t ,  Mrs .  L u l u  S.  Ha lvorsen ,  E v a n s v i l l e
F i f t h ,  Mrs .  F r e d  S c o t t ,  Te r r e  Haute
S ix th ,  Mrs .  F r e d  Canaday, Hagerstown
Seventh, Mrs .  Warren K.  Mannon
Tenth, Mrs .  R .  R .  Sherburne,  Va l p a r a i s o
Th i r teen th  D i s t r i c t ,  Mrs .  A l b e r t  Kreuger,  Mich igan C i t y •

Standing Committee Chairmen:

E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, Mrs .  H .  R .  I l i s e n e r,  Mich igan C i t y
Chi ld  We l fa re ,  M i ss  Mary Lane, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Education, Mks. F rank  H. S t r e i g h t o f f ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  Mrs .  Edna C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
L i v i ng  Cos t ,  Mrs .  Char les  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women, Mrs .  Helene Guy, Remington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War, Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S.  E h r i c h ,

Evansv i l le

Special Committee chairmen:

Organizat ion,  Mrs .  J .  C .  Boss ,  E l k h a r t
P u b l i c i t y  A d v i s o r,  Mrs .  F rank  H a t f i e l d ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Pre- e l e c t i o n  A c t i v i t i e s ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
New Vo te r s ,  M r.  C .  T.  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
Radio, Mrs .  J .  E .  N e f f ,  South  Bend

Miss F lorence K i r l i n  cont inued as  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  and remained e d i t o r  o f  t h e
Indiana Woman Vo te rs .  S h e  a l s o  became t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r ep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e
League i n  t h e  General  Assembly.
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1929 General  Assembly

This was a  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r,  and as  such ,  t h e  pace o f  a c t i v i t i e s  was stepped up
apprec iab ly.  T h e  program o f  t h e  League adopted a t  t h e  1928 convent ion  made a n
important change i n  f o rm  which was r e a l l y  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  procedure i n
use be fo re  t h e  program became compl icated and l e n g t h y.  T h r e e  measures f r om  t h e
program were s e l e c t e d  as  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program: a  workable r e g i s t r a t i o n  l aw ;
the d i r e c t  p r i m a r y,  w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  make nominat ions more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;
increased a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m a t e r n i t y  and i n f a n c y  work i n  t h e  S t a t e  Board
of Hea l th .  T h e  program i t s e l f  remained i n  t h e  same fo rmat  w i t h  i t ems  under
c h i l d  w e l f a r e ,  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  government, l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  women i n  i n d u s t r y,  l e g a l
s ta tus o f  women, e d u c a t i o n ,  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coopera t ion  t o  p reven t  wa r.

The suggested programs f o r  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues r e f l e c t e d  t h e  growing i n t e r e s t  i n
e l e c t i o n  laws ,  campaign i ssues  and p r e - e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  cand ida tes  meet ings,
and t h e  c i t y  manager l a w  i n  I nd iana .  I n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i e l d ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t
centered around t h e  p roposa l  t o  o u t l a w  war b y  m u l t i l a t e r a l  t r e a t y .  F o r  t h e
March a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  League was urged t o  make an a n a l y s i s  o f  i t s e l f  a s  t o  growth
i n  membership and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  members i n  s t u d y  groups,  a t tendance a t  open
meetings, and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  community problems. T h e  g o a l  f o r  t h e  yea r  had
been s e t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  as  a  25% inc rease  i n  every  a c t i v i t y .

At t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  September Board meet ing,  a n  i n s t i t u t e  o f  government was a r -
ranged i n  coopera t ion  w i t h  t he  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League and i n d i v i d u a l  sponsors.
Mr. Wa l t e r  J .  M i l l a r d ,  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Mun ic ipa l  League
covered t h e  s u b j e c t  "How t o  Make You r  B a l l o t  Coun t " ,  and Pro fessor  Joseph P.
Har r i s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  g a v e  h i s  a n a l y s i s
of  " A  Permanent R e g i s t r a t i o n  Law f o r  I n d i a n a " .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e ,  ques -
t i onna i res  were s e n t  t o  a l l  candidates f o r  t h e  General  Assembly, and  t h e  r e p l i e s
were c a r e f u l l y  ana lyzed and pub l i shed  i n  a  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Women Vo t e r.
This r e q u i r e d  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  Vo t e r s  e v e r  pub l i shed .  T h e  l o c a l  Leagues i n -
terviewed t h e i r  cand idates  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and h e l d  more candidates meet ings t h a n
ever be fo re .  T h e  t h r e e  quest ions  asked concerned t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program o f
the Leagues b u t  went  i n t o  some d e t a i l .  T h e  ques t i on  on r e g i s t r a t i o n  asked f o r
support o f  a  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  measure which would g i v e  most convenience
to t h e  v o t e r  and be  operated w i t  h  e c o n o m y.  T h e  ques t i on  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e
b i l l  p robab ly  would c o n t a i n  such p r o v i s i o n s  as  adequate means o f  canvassing t h e
l i s t s  o f  v o t e r s  t o  keep them up - to -da te  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  v o t e r  a t
the t i m e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and o f  v o t i n g  w i t h  a l l  y e a r  round r e g i s t r a t i o n  a t  a
cen t ra l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p lace  i n  charge o f  a  s i n g l e  respons ib le  o f f i c i a l .

The ques t ion  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  increased a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  work o f  t h e  Mate r -
na l  and C h i l d  Hygiene D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  Hea l th  asked f o r  suppo r t .
The d i r e c t  p r i m a r y  ques t i on  asked t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

"What i s  y o u r  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  d i r e c t  pr imary? A p p r o v a l  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w
or m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  law--and i f  s o ,  i n  what ways? D o  you f a v o r
a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  convent ion  system?"

The General Assembly convened i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  i n  January f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
s ix ty -one day s e s s i o n ,  and t h e  League launched i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  work.  I t  was an
easy v i c t o r y  t o  o b t a i n  an increased a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  C h i l d  Hygiene work t o
o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  a i d  which had been a v a i l a b l e  under  t h e  M a t e r n i t y  and
Infancy A c t  f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  T h i s  A c t  had n o t  been extended s i n c e  i t  was
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  Hea l th  was absorb ing  t h e  work .



The d i r e c t  p r ima ry  i s s u e  was a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y.  T h e  Republ ican p l a t f o r m  had
advocated m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r ima ry  l a w  t o  remove t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  U.  S .  Senator
and Governor o f  t h e  s t a t e  f rom t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y.  T h e  Republ icans
won t h e  e l e c t i o n  and so  were bound t o  i n i t i a t e  and c a r r y  th rough  a  b i l l  t o  make
good t h e i r  p l a t f o r m  commitment. T h e  b i l l  as  presented o r i g i n a l l y  de le ted  t h e
Congressman f rom t h e  p r i m a r y,  b u t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  was de fea ted .  S i n c e  t h i s  was
an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and p a r t y  measure, t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t h e  League cou ld  do about
i t s  adop t ion .

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  b i l l  was an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r.  I t  was p e c u l i a r l y  t h e
League's own. T h e  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  honest  e l e c t i o n s  coup led w i t h  t h e  repea l
of t h e  fo rmer  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l aw  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  e l e c t i o n  scandals  had g i ven  i m -
petus t o  t h e  i s s u e .  S t u d y  groups i n  l o c a l  Leagues had worked on  t h e  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n  m a t e r i a l  prepared f o r  them and were ready  f o r  a c t i o n .  T h e  1928 League c o n -
vent ion t o o k  as t h e  major  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y, s e c u r i n g  o f  a  permanent r e g i s t r a -
t i o n  system f o r  I nd iana .  I m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  com-
mi t tee  was appo in ted  t o  d r a f t  a  model b i l l  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members: M r s .
Ralph E.  C a r t e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ;  M r.  W i n f i e l d  M i l l e r ,  s t a t e  sena to r ;  Lew is  G.
Ta y l o r,  l e g i s l a t i v e  chairman o f  t h e  Farm Bureau; Dan Sims, l e g i s l a t i v e  chairman
of t h e  I n d i a n a  Bar  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  P ro fesso r  Frank G. Ba tes ,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y ;
Mrs. H .  R .  M isene r,  f o r m e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  General  Assembly; w i t h  Mrs.
Greenough and Miss K i r l i n ,  e x o f f i c i o  members. T h e  committee worked hard  and,
with t h e  i n v a l u a b l e  h e l p  o f  Mr.  Cha r l es  Ket t leborough o f  t h e  s t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e
Reference Bureau, were ready  w i t h  a  d r a f t  o f  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s
of  Pro fessor  Joseph P.  H a r r i s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin who was a  recog -
nized e x p e r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e l e c t i o n  laws- - p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws--when
he came t o  I n d i a n a  t o  speak a t  t h e  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t e  o f  government sponsored by
the League. F u r t h e r  p o l i s h i n g  i nco rpo ra ted  h i s  sugges t ions ,  and  t h e  b i l l  was
f i n a l l y  d r a f t e d .  C o p i e s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  b i l l  were made and s e n t  t o  t h e  governor,
the chairmen o f  t h e  major  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  coun ty  a u d i t o r s  (whose j o b s  were
enlarged by  t h e  b i l l ) ,  s t a t e  board o f  e l e c t i o n  commissioners, and  t o  many news-
papers and lawyers  th roughout  t h e  s t a t e .  E a c h  League had a  copy,  and  d i g e s t s
were sen t  t o  a l l  members o f  t h e  General  Assembly o f f e r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  b i l l  on
request.  T h e  ques t ionna i res  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  cand idates  had ,  a s  has been
said,  asked f o r  suppor t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h e  r e p l i e s  were pub l i shed  i n  t h e  Woman
Voter.  A  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  p r e - e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  League and i n t e n s i f i e d
a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  e l e c t i o n  centered around p u b l i c  educat ion  on t h e  need o f  such a
measure.

The League was s o l d ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h e  b i l l  changed
the r u l e s ,  and p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  were aga ins t  i t .  T h e  un fo r tuna te
r e g i s t r a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  had convinced many honest  c i t i z e n s  t h a t  i t
was hopeless t o  f rame a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w.  T h e  atmosphere o f  t h e
General Assembly was s o  h o s t i l e  t h a t  f e w  people be l i eved  t h e  b i l l  would s u r v i v e
the e l e c t i o n s  commit tee.  B u t  i t  d i d ,  and i n  t h e  m ids t  o f  a  b i t t e r  f i g h t ,  t h e
b i l l  weathered each c r i s i s  i n  bo th  houses and was f i n a l l y  passed.  I t  was a
s igna l  v i c t o r y .  I t  was a  deep d isappoin tment  t o  have t h e  measure t h e n  vetoed
by t h e  governor.

The l e g i s l a t i v e  work  was under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Miss  K i r l i n , e x e c u t i v e  secre tary ;  .
w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  League committees:

General L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee -  Mrs .  Cha r l es  E .  C a r l i s l e ,  Sou th  Bend, chai rman;
Mrs. Edna U. C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  v i ce -cha i rman ;  Mrs .  A l b e r t  J .  Bever idge ,
Mrs. John W. K e r n ,  Mrs .  Samuel Lewis Shank, Mrs .  C .  J .  Buchanan, a l l  o f
Ind ianapo l i s ;  Mrs .  L .  L .  K o l b  o f  Peru ;  Mrs .  E l i z a b e t h  C laypoo l  E a r l ,  Muncie;
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Mrs. Thomas A .  S t u a r t ,  L a f a y e t t e ;  and  a  rep resen ta t i ve  se lec ted  b y  each l o c a l
League. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t e e r i n g  committee was developed. W e e k l y
meetings were h e l d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e ,  a n d  each member t o o k  as  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t y  a t t e nd ing  t h e  sess ions  o f  t h e  General  Assembly one day each week. H o w e v e r,
so much i n t e r e s t  was engendered i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e
f i g h t  f o r  t h e  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s  b i l l ,  t h a t  t h e  members were on
hand f a r  more f r e q u e n t l y  t han  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  assignments r e q u i r e d .

D i rec to rs  a t  l a r g e :

Mrs. Warren K.  Mannon, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. R. C. Small, Hagerstown
Mrs. C. D. Greenleaf,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. E. S. Webster, South  Bend
Mrs. L. R. Halvorsen, E v a n s v i l l e

The s t e e r i n g  committee was composed o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  M r s .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloom-
ing ton ,  cha i rman;  Mrs .  S .  N e i l  Campbell ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  v i ce -cha i rman ;  Mrs .  Ra lph
E. C a r t e r ,  M r s .  Warren K .  Marmon, Mrs .  F r a n k  D. H a t f i e l d ,  M r s .  George C.
F i n f r o c k ,  Mrs .  H a r r y  E .  Ba rna rd ,  and  Mrs.  W. T .  Barnes,  a l l  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ;  and
Mrs. O t t o  F i f i e l d ,  Crown P o i n t .

Miss Adah E.  Bush ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  became t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d v i s o r.

1929-30

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown

The convent ion e l e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
F i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
Second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  H .  R .  M i sene r,  Mich igan C i t y
Th i rd  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
Secretary,  Mrs .  Ra lph  E.  C a r t e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Treasurer,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross ,  Rensselaer

Miss Adah E.  Bush,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s :

F i r s t ,  Mrs .  L .  R .  Ha lvo rsen ,  E v a n s v i l l e
F i f t h ,  Mrs .  F r e d  S c o t t ,  Te r r e  Haute
S ix th ,  Mrs .  L o u i e  Canady, Hagerstown
Seventh, Mrs .  Thomas D.  S h e e r i n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
E ighth ,  Mrs .  E l i z a b e t h  Claypool  E a r l ,  Muncie
Tenth,  M r s .  R .  R .  Sherbourne,  Va l p a r a i s o
Th i r t een th ,  Mrs .  A l b e r t  K reuger,  M ich igan  C i t y

Program Chairmen appointed b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  were:

Chi ld  We l f a re ,  Mrs
Education, Mrs .  C .
L i v i n g  Cos ts ,  M r s .
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,

. J .  A .  N i e l ,  B loomington
D. Green lea f ,  E l k h a r t
Warren K.  Mannon, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Edna M. C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
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Legal S ta tus  o f  Women, Mrs .  Helene A .  Guy,  Remington
Socia l  Hygiene, Mrs .  S .  M.  Compton, South  Bend
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S. E h r i c h ,

Evansv i l l e
E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, M rs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s

Two s tand ing  committee chairmen were Mrs.  S .  N e i l  Campbell ,  I n d i a n a p c l i s ,  O rgan i -
za t ion  and Mrs.  C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t ,  New Vo te rs .

An execut ive  committee was e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  f i r s t  v i c e -
p res iden t ,  s e c r e t a r y  and t r e a s u r e r ,  and t h r e e  members e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  board
who were Mrs.  E a r l ,  Mrs .  Campbel l ,  and Mrs.  Greenough.

State Convention

With t h e  end o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion ,  t h e  League tu rned  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
s ta te  convent ion  p repa ra t i on .  T h e  convent ion  was scheduled f o r  A p r i l  11 t h  and
12th, 1929 a t  E v a n s v i l l e .  T h e  program, a s  i t  was f i n a l l y  g i v e n ,  was f u l l  o f
I n t e r e s t .  M r s .  George Ge l l ho rn ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M issou r i  League, addressed t h e
banquet on  "The Power o f  F a c t s " .  M i s s  F lo rence  Har r i son ,  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  s e c r e -
t a r y,  gave a  g raph i c  account  o f  t h e  development o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, and
presidei,Its o f  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  outcome o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n -
crease t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and membership 25% d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r.

The r e a l  f ocus  o f  t h e  convent ion  was t h e  referendum on t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  an  Ind iana
s ta te  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven t ion  t o  be submi t ted  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  November
e l e c t i o n  o f  193O. M r .  Ross Lockr idge  presented t h e  case f o r  c a l l i n g  such a  con-
vent ion  and rev iewed t h e  thwar ted  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  pas t  t o  r e v i s e  and amend t h e
s ta te  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  Year  Book, s t i l l  a  f e a t u r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a t  each conven-
t i o n ,  devoted i t s e l f  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  and c a r r i e d  a r t i c l e s  b y  Mr.  Lock r i dge  on  The
Need o f  a  New C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  I nd iana ;  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Rev is ion
by Mr.  Char les  Ke t t leborough ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I nd iana  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reference
Bureau; Ta x a t i o n  and t h e  I n d i a n a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by  s t a t e  sena to r  W i n f i e l d  M i l l e r ;
Home Rule f o r  C i t i e s  b y  John F.  W h i t e ;  I s  a  Major  Opera t ion  Necessary on  ou r
Governmental Machinery b y  C. O .  Holmes.

This was a  non- l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r  wh ich  gave t h e  League a  chance t o  ca t ch  up on
needed work i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and i n  developing program m a t e r i a l
along t h e  l i n e s  suggested b y  t h e  convent ion .  M i s s  F lorence K i r l i n  cont inued as
execut ive s e c r e t a r y  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r.  I n d e e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  years  o f  Mrs.
Tee to r ' s  p res idency,  M iss  K i r l i n  remained w i t h  t h e  League. I t  was h e r  l o n g  e x -
perience and thorough understanding o f  t h e  League program t h a t  p rov ided  t h e
s t a b i l i t y  o f  ope ra t i on  needed b y  Mrs.  Te e t o r  as  an  o u t - o f - t o w n  p res iden t  who
could n o t  be  on  hand every  work ing  day as  most o f  t h e  p res iden ts  had.. been u n t i l
t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  two women worked w e l l  t o g e t h e r  and complemented each o t h e r ' s
a b i l i t i e s .

New P r o j e c t s

Pub l i ca t ion  o f  a  pamphlet o n  R e g i s t r a t i o n  and a  Voters  Handbook were two major
p ro jec ts  undertaken by  t h e  League. T h e  Vo te rs  Handbook was t o  rep lace  t h e  usua l
Year Book pub l ished  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  each y e a r.  I t  was a  major  under tak ing  t o
gather t o g e t h e r  a u t h e n t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  on e l e c t i o n s  w i t h  a  p o l i t i c a l  ca lenda r,
pe r t i nen t  e l e c t i o n  l aws ,  and l i s t s  o f  o f f i c e s  t o  be  f i l l e d  b y  e l e c t i o n .  T h e
Handbook a l s o  con ta ined  f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  about  s t a t e  and l o c a l  governmental
s t r uc tu re  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o rgan i za t i ons .  I t  c o u l d  o n l y  have been accom-
p l ished w i t h  t h e  i n v a l u a b l e  ass is tance  o f  Mr.  Char les  Ke t t l eborough ,  d i r e c t o r
of t h e  I n d i a n a  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reference Bureau. M r s .  Ra lph  E.  C a r t e r  was chairman
of t h e  committee. T h e  c o s t ,  wh ich  was cons ide rab le ,  was u n d e r w r i t t e n  by  con-
t r i b u t i o n s  o f  $10 o r  more, and t h e  p r i c e  p e r  copy was s e t  a t  t h i r t y  f i v e  c e n t s
i n  o r d e r  t o  secure  a  wide d i s t r i b u t i o n .
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The R e g i s t r a t i o n  pamphlet gave t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l aw  which had passed
the General  Assembly o n l y  t o  be  vetoed by  t h e  Governor and da te  and i n f o r m a t i o n
concerning r e g i s t r a t i o n  laws i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  M r s .  H .  R .  M iseher,  Mich igan C i t y ,
e lec ted  member o f  t h e  General  Assembly, was made chairman o f  t h e  committee i n
charge o f  e d i t i n g  t h e  pamphlet a s s i s t e d  by  Miss  Adah E.  Bush and Miss K i r l i n .

Organizat ion e f f o r t s

Fol low-up o f  t h e  convent ion  i n t e r e s t  i n  expanding League o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e s u l t e d
i n  seve ra l  meet ings i n  Gary,  LaPor te ,  and Ricmmond t o  exp lo re  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
o f  fo rming  Leagues. B e f o r e  t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r,  t h e  Gary League completed i t s
o rgan iza t ion .

Finance P lan

A sound f i n a n c e  p l a n  was developed- - s o  sound t h a t  i t  has remained b a s i c a l l y  i n -
t a c t  eve r  s i n c e .  T h e  budget ,  however,  was s m a l l - - o n l y  $5000 which seemed t o  be
more o f  a  decrease t h a n  i t  a c t u a l l y  was because i t  representad more n e a r l y  t h e
ac tua l  amounts r a i s e d  and spent  i n  t h e  preced ing  f e w  years .  O f  t h i s  amount,
$4000 was p ledged by  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues, and  $1000 was t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e
f inance commit tee,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross ,  chai rman.  E a c h  l o c a l  League was urged t o
adopt a  budget w i t h  a  d e f i n i t e  p l a n  f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e  necessary income t o  meet
expendi ture,  t h e s e  budgets t o  be  approved by  t h e  l o c a l  League board and ac ted
upon a t  an  annua l  meet ing.  D e t a i l s  o f  budget  making and a  suggested p l a n  f o r
f inance work  were presented i n  t h e  Vo t e r .  A s  had been done f o r  some t i m e ,  each
League was ass igned a  quo ta :  i t s  p r o p o r t i o n a l  share o f  t h e  s t a t e  budget .  Quotas
were determined on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and wea l th  o f  t h e  community i n
which t h e  League was e s t a b l i s h e d  p l u s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  League o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Referendum i s s u e

The ou ts tand ing  i s s u e  o f  t h e  y e a r  was p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  referendum on c a l l i n g
a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion  t o  be  vo ted  on  a t  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n .  T h e  l e g i s l a -
t i o n  was sound and c a r e f u l l y  worked o u t  t o  p rov ide  a  c l e a r  d e c i s i o n  by  t h e  v o t -
ers .  I f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  tu rned  o u t  t o  be  f a v o r a b l e ,  100  de legates appor t ioned on
the bas is  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  House o f  Representat ives  were t o  be  e l e c t e d  t o  d r a f t
the new C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  League embarked on  a  campaign o f  edu-
ca t ion .  A  k i t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on  t h e  v a r i o u s  phases o f  s t a t e  government, accom-
panied by  a  s t u d y  o u t l i n e ,  was prepared b y  Mrs.  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, chai rman
of  t h e  E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government Committee, e a r l y  i n  t h e  summer. I n  October,  a n
I n s t i t u t e  o f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  i n  coopera t ion  w i t h  t h e
l o c a l  League t o  c r e a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  these  governmental i s sues .  P r o f e s s o r  Thomas
J. Reed o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ich igan  presented t h e  sub jec t s  o f  Home Rule  f o r
C i t i e s  and t h e  Sho r te r  B a l l o t ,  and  A .  R .  H a t t o n  spoke on  Modern Trends i n  S ta te
Government. M i s s  Lou ise  Overacker o f  We l l es ley  presented t h e  D i r e c t  Pr imary
issue. T h e s e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  speakers were a b l y  supplemented b y  I nd iana  speakers.
The burn ing  i s s u e  a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h e  r e c e n t  Supreme Cour t  d e c i s i o n  d e c l a r i n g
the c i t y  manager l a w  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  S e v e r a l  e d i t o r i a l s  and f r o n t  page c o v e r -
age demonstrated t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  newspapers.

Appointments

Mrs. .7eetor,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  League, was appo in ted b y  t h e  governor  t o  serve  on
the Tax  Committee, t o  s t u d y  t h e  t a x  problem, and t o  d r a f t  remed ia l  l e g i s l a t i o n .
Mrs. R i cha rd  E .  Edwards o f  Peru accepted t h e  chairmanship o f  t h e  Memorial  and
Anniversary Fund: a  t e n t h  ann i ve rsa ry  o f  t h e  League r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  work o f
pioneers i n  t h e  s u f f r a g e  movement.
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Voter A r t i c l e s

The Vo te r  con ta ined  a r t i c l e s  showing t h e  v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League. M r s .
Wi l l i am S. E h r i c h ,  chai rman o f  t h e  Committee on  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o
Prevent War,  w r o t e  on  t h e  "Year t h a t  i s  P a s e , o u t l i n i u g  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  League
i n  b r i n g i n g  about  coopera t ion  among n a t i o n s .  T h e  C h i l d  Wel fare  program was p r e -
sented by  t h e  chairman, Mrs .  J .  A .  N e i l l .  ' T h e  L i v i n g  Costs Program i n  Re la t i on
to I n d i a n a  Problems" was t h e  t i t l e  o f  Mrs .  V i r g i n i a  Mannon's a r t i c l e .  A  L i s t
of  Program Helps showed t h e  development o f  n a t i o n a l  League m a t e r i a l  on  c u r r e n t
issues.

1930-31

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  M. Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown

The s t a r r e d  o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  were e l e c t e d  b y  t h e
1930 convent ion :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  7 e e t o r,  Hagerstown
* F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
* Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Thi rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs,. C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
Secretary,  Mrs .  Ra lph  E.  C a r t e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

* Tr e a s u r e r,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross ,  Rensselaer

D i rec to rs  a t  La rge :

* Mrs.  O l i v e r  S t a r r ,  Gary
*  Miss M inne t te  Baum, F o r t  Wayne
* Mrs.  H .  R .  M isene r,  M ich igan  C i t y

Hrs. C .  D .  G reen lea f ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. L .  R .  Ha lvorsen ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Mrs. E .  S .  Webster,  South  Bend

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s :

Mrs. Thomas D.  Shee r i n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  Claypool  E a r l ,  Muncie
Mrs. R .  R .  Sherbourne,  Va l p a r a i s o
Mrs. A l b e r t  K reuger,  M ich igan  C i t y
Urs. R i c h a r d  E.  Edwards, P e r u

Appointed Stand ing Committee Program Chairmen:

E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Chi ld  We l fa re ,  Mrs .  J .  A .  N e i l l ,  Bloomington
Education, Mrs .  George Keagy, Hagerstown
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  Mrs .  Edna M. C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Socia l  Hygiene, Mrs .  S .  M.  Compton, South  Bend
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women, Mrs .  He lene A .  Guy,  Remington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S. E h r i c h ,

Evansv i l l e

27



Other Standing Committee Chairmen:

Young Vo t e r s ,  Mrs .  C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
P u b l i c i t y,  M rs .  F rank  D. H a t f i e l d ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Pub l i ca t i ons ,  M r s .  J .  J .  L i t t r e l l ,  E l k h a r t

Convention

When t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  annua l  convent ion  r o l l e d  around,  i t  was s e t  f o r  t h e
L inco ln  H o t e l  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  March 20 th  and 2 1 s t .  M o s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  we re
hold-overs hav ing  been e l e c t e d  f o r  two  yea r  te rms .  T h e r e  were some changes a s
the new system g o t  underway, namely t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,
and s e c r e t a r y  be e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  odd numbered years  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h r e e  d i r e c t o r s
at  l a r g e .  I n  t h e  even numbered y e a r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  and
t reasurer  were t o  be  e l e c t e d  w i t h  t h r e e  d i r e c t o r s .

The League yea r  o f  1930-31 was a  v e r y  busy and,  i n  some ways, a  v e r y  f r u s t r a t -
ing one. T h e  advance i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  League was h e a l t h y.
Immediately f o l l o w i n g  conven t ion ,  t h e  League made an a n a l y s i s  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h s
and weaknesses. R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  c r y i n g  need f o r  more Leagues i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e
organ iza t ion  committee w i t h  Mrs.  S .  N e i l l  Campbell  as  chairman s e t  as  a  goa l
f o r  i t s e l f  s i x  new Leagues. T h e y  were encouraged by  t h e i r  success i n  e s t a b l i s h -
ing a  new League i n  Gary and i n  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  F o r t  Wayne League. T h e  a n a l y -
s i s  seemed t o  show t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues needed b e t t e r  techn iques  f o r  member-
ship work ,  b o t h  i n  secu r i ng  new members and renewals ,  and i n  f i n d i n g  ways t o
i n t e r e s t  and h o l d  t h e i r  members. F i n a n c e  p l a n n i n g  on  a  y e a r l y  b a s i s  was c i t e d
as a  need b y  t h e  a n a l y s i s  wh ich  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Leagues p lanned t h e i r  p r o -
gram work on a  y e a r l y  b a s i s :  s c h e d u l i n g  Vo te r s  Se rv i ce  work ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r
l e g i s l a t i v e  work  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  key  peop le ,  p u b l i c  meet ings and p lans
f o r  a rous ing  unders tand ing  and suppor t  f o r  t h e  i ssues  suppor ted  by  t h e  League,
organiz ing s t u d y  groups,  and  r e g u l a r  month ly  meet ings.  I n  o t h e r  words,  i t  was
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Leagues were more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  program than  i n  any o t h e r  phase
of  League work  and shou ld  come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o n l y  b y  good f i n a n c e  and  member-
ship p lann ing  c o u l d  t h e y  become a s  e f f e c t i v e  as  t h e y  wished t o  be i n  advocat ing
issues.

Program

The program adopted a t  t h e  convent ion  was l o n g  and comprehensive. F r o m  t h i s
program, t h e  board  o f  d i r e c t o r s  was de legated  t o  s e l e c t  measures f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e
work cus tomar i l y  n o t  more t h a n  t h r e e .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  convent ion  d i d  g i v e  some
d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  by  d i v i d i n g  t h e  program i n t o  one o f  s t udy  and s u p -
po r t .  T h e  suppo r t  program i nc l uded  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ,  ex tens i on
and improvement o f  t h e  d i r e c t  p r i m a r y  t o  make nominat ions more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven t ion ,  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  measures i n c l u d i n g  materna l  and i n -
fan t  hyg iene,  p r o b a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c h i l d  l a b o r -schoo l  at tendance l a w,  and
the e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  educa t i ona l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  schoo l  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  s tudy  p r o -
gram r e f l e c t e d  expanding League i n t e r e s t s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  economic f i e l d .  T h e
L i v i ng  Cost  s t u d y  program i n c l u d e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ,
Muscle Shoals ( w h i c h  l a t e r  developed i n t o  t h e  Tennessee Va l l e y  A u t h o r i t y ) ,  and
the t a r i f f .  T h e  Women i n  I n d u s t r y  s t u d y  program inc luded ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,
unemployment i nsu rance .  T h e r e  were f o u r  i t ems  o n  t h e  Lega l  S ta tus  o f  Women p r o -  -
gram, t h r e e  w i t h  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  hav ing  l o n g  s i n c e  been secured,  namely,  j u r y
serv ice f o r  women, t h e  r i g h t  o f  separa te  d o m i c i l e ,  and  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  o f  mar -
r i e d  women. T h e  f o u r t h  i t e m ,  "Mar r i age  and d i v o r c e  l a w s " ,  has  n o t  appeared on
the program f o r  many y e a r s ,  perhaps p a r t i a l l y  due t o  improvement i n  these l aws .

-
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The program a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  end r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l o n g  program o f  t h e  Na t i ona l
League. T h e  I n d i a n a  League f e l t  f r e e  t o  choose f rom t h e  n a t i o n a l  program those
items which p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  them and work on them e x c l u s i v e l y.

Referendum

The referendum on h o l d i n g  a  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion  was t h e  impor tan t
n o n - p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  up f o r  d e c i s i o n  a t  t h e  November e l e c t i o n .  I t  was defeated
dec i s i ve l y  b y  t h e  v o t e r s .  T h e  proponents o f  t h e  measure were stunned by  t h e  r e -
su l t s  f o r  t h e y  had c o n f i d e n t l y  expec ted  t o  be  success fu l .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f
the va r i ous  s t a t e  o rgan i za t i ons  and i n d i v i d u a l s  f a v o r i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  con-
vent ion  had been organized i n  May f o r  t h e  d r i v e  t o  p resen t  t h e  i s s u e  t o  t h e  v o t -
ers.  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  organized o p p o s i t i o n  and n o t  t o o  much voca l  oppos i t i on .
Every s t ep  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  referendum had been e a s i l y  t aken ,  s o  an  easy v i c t o r y
seemed assured.  B u t ,  a s  t h e  November e l e c t i o n  approached, o p p o s i t i o n  developed
which e f f e c t i v e l y  appealed t o  t h e  i n n a t e  conservat ism o f  t h e  Ind iana  e l e c t o r a t e
by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  danger o f  tamper ing  w i t h  t h e  fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  embodied
i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t e l l i n g  was t h e  argument t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u -
t i o n a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  s t a t e  indebtedness migh t  be tampered w i t h .  V a i n l y ,
the proponents p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  good and t e s t e d  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p resent
Cons t i t u t i on  would be t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  agreed upon by  any c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven-
t i o n ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  and  t h a t  t h e  deb t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  p o p u l a r  as i t  was w i t h
the c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  wou ld  be  r e t a i n e d .

There was a  b i t t e r  l esson  i n  t h e  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  League. A l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  groups,
they had f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  over-condidence.  T h e y  had n o t  r e a l i z e d  how
much p u b l i c  educa t ion  was necessary f o r  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  s tand  by  t h e i r  conv i c t i ons
how e a s i l y  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  was swayed. C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e r e  was n o t  enough hard
and e f f e c t i v e  work  done b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  League had a l lowed i t s e l f  t o
be d e f l e c t e d  b y  t h e  many o t h e r  i s s u e s  i n  which i t  was i n t e r e s t e d .  C o n s t i t u t i o n -
a l  r e v i s i o n  was a  bu rn ing  i s s u e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and i n  t h e  League f o r  many years
but has never  been so  c l o s e  t o  success as  i n  t h e  1930 referendum.

General Assembly o f  1931

Preparat ion f o r  t h e  1931 Genera l  Assembly was c a r r i e d  on  v i g o r o u s l y.  Q u e s t i o n -
na i res  t o  t h e  cand idates  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  conta ined t h r e e  ques t ions :  ( 1 )
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s - - A r e  you  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  enactment o f  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l aw
embodying t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  exp la ined  i n  t h e  enclosed pamphlet? ( 2 )  d i r e c t  p r ima ry
Are you i n  f a v o r  o f  s t reng then ing  t h e  d i r e c t  p r imary  system o f  nominat ions and
what suggest ions do  you have? ( 3 )  Do you f a v o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  School-
Attendance- C h i l d  Labor l a w  w i t h  no weakening m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  would make i t
less e f f e c t i v e ?  T h e  candidates  a l s o  were g i ven  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s t a t i n g
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  towards some o f  t h e  o t h e r  problems o f  p u b l i c  concern by  t h e  r e -
quest--The League o f  Women Vo te rs  a l s o  would l i k e  t o  have a  statement  f r o m  you
on any s u b j e c t  o f  p u b l i c  importance such as  t a x a t i o n ,  t h e  p reven t i on  o f  c r ime ,
and s t a t e  a i d  t o  educat ion ;  a l l  o f  wh ich  have been t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  s p e c i a l  i n v e s -
t i g a t i o n s  b y  e s p e c i a l l y  appointed commissions.

A l a r g e  number o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  reponded t o  t h e  ques t i onna i re  which was sup -
plemented by  f o l l o w - u p  l e t t e r s  and b y  persona l  i n t e r v i e w s  b y  l o c a l  League mem-
bers. T h e  r e s u l t s  were pub l i shed  i n  a  s p e c i a l ,  l a r g e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Vo te r  t h a t
also c a r r i e d  t h e  v o t i n g  records  on  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b i l l ,  t h e  p r imary  b i l l ,  and
weakening amendments t o  t h e  School  at tendance-Ch i l d  Labor l a w  o f  t hose  c a n d i -
dates who had been i n  t h e  1929 sess ion .
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The resu l ts  o f  a l l  t h i s  pre l iminary  work was on the  whole g r a t i f y i n g .  F i r s t ,
on the  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  b i l l ,  t h e  par ty  platforms o f  both major par t ies
had endorsed t h e  b i l l ,  and the  rep l i es  o f  the  candidates f o r  the  l e g i s l a t u r e
were l a r g e l y  favorable .  A  good pamphlet had been prepared and given wide d i s -
t r ibut ion s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the  major provisions o f  the  b i l l  and the  reasons f o r
these provisions.  S o  i t  was no surpr ise when the  General Assembly passed the
b i l l  w i th  l a rge  major i t ies .  T h e  great  disappointment came when the  governor
again refused t o  accept t h e  measure and pocket vetoed i t .  I t  was another exam-
ple o f  t h e  b i t t e r  lessons t h a t  had t o  be learned t h e  hard way by the  League. A
rea l ly  f i n e  j o b  had been done w i th  the  l eg is la to rs  who stood f a s t  i n  favor  o f
the controversia l  measure. B u t  t h e  governor was unconvinced and n u l l i f i e d  t h e
work t h a t  had been done.

The s t i v a t i o n  i n  regard t o  the  primary was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  F r o m  t h e i r  d i s -
cussions and study o f  the  primary before t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  convened, no  c l e a r  cu t
issues were developed upon which the  Leagues agreed and were w i l l i n g  t o  take
concerted act ion .  T h e  answers o f  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  candidates showed t h e  same con-
fusion about how t o  change o r  improve the  primary.  T h e  answers d i d  evidence
general agreement t h a t  what was l e f t  o f  t h e  primary a f t e r  the  act ion  o f  the  1929
session should be reta ined.  T h e  League was i n  accord w i th  t h i s .  T h e  General
Assembly d id  defeat  repeal  measures, b u t  the  Assembly a lso  defeated measures
which would have re instated the  o f f i ces  o f  governor and United States senator
in the  primary.

The School Attendance-Chi ld Labor law was successfully defended by an e f f e c t i v e
combination o f  women's organizations including t h e  League. T h e r e  were several
attempts t o  weaken the.provisions o f  t h e  law, i n  regard t o  c h i l d  l abor.  T h e s e
ref lected t h e  problems.incident t o  t h e  increase i n  unemployement and i n  busi -
ness f a i l u r e s  which put a  premium on cheaper labor,  T h e  country was s l i d i n g
gradually but inexorably i n t o  a  deepening depression. I n  t h i s  connection, t h e
League became very  concerned over the  p l i g h t  o f  publ ic  education. M a n y  communi-
t ies  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep t h e i r  publ ic  schools open a t  a l l  w i th  t h e  f a l l T
ing o f f  i n  t a x  revenue t h a t  they were experiencing. T h e  education chairman,
Mrs. Mary H a t f i e l d ,  c o l l e c t e d  current  mater ia l  and promoted serious study o f  t h e
situation. N o t h i n g .  concrete was proposed by the  League i n  the  1931 session, b u t
the grav i ty  o f  t h e  s i tua t ion  was genera l ly  recognized, and the  League was endeav-
oring t o  f i n d  t h e  answers.

1931-32

President, Mrs.  Charles N.  Te e t o r,  Hagerstown

Election o f  o f f i c e r s  resu l ted  41  the  fol lowing r o s t e r.  T h e  s tarred  names a r e
those elected by the  convention f o r  two year  terms:

* President,  Mrs.  Charles N. Te e t o r,  Hagerstown
Fi rs t  Vice-president,  Mrs.  S .  N .  Campbell, Indianapol is
Third Vice-president,  Mrs.  Richard E.  Edwards, Peru

* Secretary,  Mrs.  Ralph E.  C a r t e r,  • Indianapolis
Treasurer, Mrs.  Ora T.  Ross, Rensselaer
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Di rec to rs  a t  La rge :

* Mrs. E. S. Webster, Sou th  Bend
* Mrs. L. R. Halvorsen, E v a n s v i l l e
* H rs . B. J. Jones, Greencast le

Miss M inne t te  Baum, F o r t  Wayne
Mrs. H .  R .  M isener,  M ich igan  C i t y
Mrs. O l i v e r  S t a r r ,  Gary

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s :

F i r s t ,  Mrs .  O l i v e r  S t a r r ,  Gary
Th i rd ,  Mrs .  J .  J .  L i t t r e l l f , E l k h a r t
Fourth,  Mrs .  J .  E .  N o r i n g ,  F o r t  Wayne
Seventh, Mrs.. J .  A .  N e i l l ,  B loomington .
Twelth,  Mrs .  Thomas D.  S h e e r i n i  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Standing Program Committee chairmen (appo in ted  board members):

E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, Mrs ,  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Chi ld  We l fa re ,  Mrs ,  C  T .  Boynton, .  E lkhar t
Education, Mrs. 'George-Keagy,  Hagerstown
L i v i n g  Cos ts ,  M iss  Sara L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Women i n  I n d u s t r y,  Mrs .  Edna i t .  C h r i s t i a n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women,-Mrs.  Helene A .  Guy,  Remington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevennt  War, Mrs .  W i l l i a m  S. E h r i c h ,

Evansv i l l e
Special Committees:

P u b l i c i t y,  Mrs .  F rank  D. H a t f i e l d ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Pub l i ca t i on  Promot ion,  Mrs .  J .  J .  L i t t r e l l ,
L e g i s l a t i v e ,  Mrs .  Louden
Organization-, Mrs .  Campbel l
Finance, Mrs .  Edwards

Miss Fbrence K i r l i n  remained as  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r.
One o f  h e r  f i r s t  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  League a f t e r  the  convent ion  was a n  a n a l y s i s  o f
the pas t  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion .  S h e  made these  p o i n t s :  ( 1 )  The need f o r  a  keen-
e r,  more widespread understanding o f  t h e  problems o f  government, a f f e c t i n g  as
they do ,  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s .  ( 2 )  A  change i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o -
cedure t o  o b v i a t e  t h e  f r a n t i c  scramble o f  t h e  l a s t  days o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  61-day
session. ( 3 )  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  t a x a t i o n  q
and more "home r u l e "  f o r  C i t i e s  and coun t i es .

el
Miss K i r l i n  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  conc lus ions  were h e r  own, presented f o r  com-
ment and s t u d y.  S o  was launched unos ten ta t i ous l y  what became some o f  t h e
major i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  League.

The s t a t e  o f f i c e  s t i l l  i ssued  a  p l a n  o f  work  f o r  t h e  y e a r,  t o  be f o l l o w e d  by
the l o c a l  Leagues i f  t h e y  so  des i red .  T h e  t o p i c  f o r  t h e  month ly  open meet ing,
the s tudy  group f o r  t h e  month and t h e  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were s p e l l e d  o u t  i n
d e t a i l .  T h e  coun ty  government s u r v e y,  problems o f  j u v e n i l e  de l inquency,  t h e
World Cour t ,  "Can School  Costs be  Cu t? " ,  mar r iage  laws o f  I n d i a n a ,  unemployment
insurance, and  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e l e c t i o n  laws were t h e  t o p i c s  suggested.

An i n t e r e s t i n g  development i n  t h e  open League,meetings.was t a k i n g  p l ace .  W h e r e
former ly  t h e  League depended upon speakers which t h e y  had t o  scramble t o  s e -
cure f rom t h e  co l l eges  and o t h e r  sources,  t h e y  began t o  use t h e  League members
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themselves. A f t e r  a  t o p i c  had been s t u d i e s  b y  a  League committee and more and
more a i d s  f o r  s t u d y  were be ing  developed,  i t  became customary f o r  t h e  committee
members themselves t o  present  t h e  t o p i c  a t  an  open League meet ing.

Nat iona l  Counc i l

The n a t i o n a l  c o u n c i l  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s t a t e  convent ion ,  b e i n g  h e l d  as  customary,  i n
Washington. M r s .  Te e t o r  and Mrs.  Greenough were t h e  two  de legates  f r om Ind iana .
A f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  was t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  r o l l  o f  honor,commemorating
those women who had made woman s u f f r a g e  p o s s i b l e .  M r s .  C a r r i e  Chapman C a t t ,
pres ident  o f  t h e  American Na t i ona l  Woman Suff rage  Assoc i a t i on  when t h e  vo te  was
won, accepted t h e  r o l l  o f  honor.  I n d i a n a  had a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  even t ,
s ince Mrs. R i c h a r d  Edwards was t h e  n a t i o n a l  chairman o f  t h e  even t .  M i s s  B e l l
Sherwin, N a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t ,  made t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  League was n o t  a  l u x u r y
to  be  mainta ined i n  t imes  o f  p l e n t y,  b u t  was e s p e c i a l l y  necessary i n  t h e  da rk
days when l i f e  was be ing  s t r i p p e d  t o  i t s  b a r e s t  e s s e n t i a l s .  T h e  c o u n c i l  added t o
the a c t i v e  suppo r t  program, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m ,  a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  coord inated  s y s -
tem o f  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  employment o f f i c e s  i n  which system t h e r e  i s  due regard
f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  women. T h i s  was done under t h e  c l ause  i n  t h e  Bylaws p e r m i t -
t i n g  program change i n  an  emergency. T h e  f a m i l i a r  n a t i o n a l  i t ems  f o r  a c t i v e  s u p -
por t  remained t h e  same: con t i nued  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Muscle Shoals ;  passage o f  t h e  s o -
ca l l ed  "Lame Duck" amendment t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and  ent rance o f  t h e
United S ta tes  i n t o  t h e  World Cour t .

Miss E d i t h  Rockwood o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  League s t a f f  came t o  I n d i a n a  i n  t h e  f a l l  t o
conduct i n s t i t u t e s  on  t h e  program o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  i n  Government Department.
She covered E v a n s v i l l e ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  South  Bend, F o r t  Wayne, Peru ,  and  Rensse l -
aer.  W h i l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  she  a l s o  i n t e r v i e w  va r ious  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  whose d u t -
ies  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  f i e l d .

State Program

The county  government su rvey  committees were g rop ing  towards d e f i n i t e  recommend-
a t i on  t o  p resen t  t o  t h e  convent ion .  T h e  recommendations were passed, d u r i n g  t h e
year,  t h rough  t h e  accepted s i f t i n g  p r o c e s s e s  which had become t h e  safeguards
of  any  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  designed t o  made as s u r e  as  p o s s i b l e ,  f i n a l  membership
acceptance and unders tanding.  F i r s t ,  t h e  work  o f  t h e  coun ty  government commit -
tees themselves and t h e i r  f i n d i n g s ;  second ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  p resen ted  t o  t h e  l o c a l
boards o f  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  a c t i o n  and t h e n  presented t o  t h e  membership o f  t h e  l o c a l
League; t h i r d ,  coo rd ina ted  by  t h e  s t a t e  committee and presented t o  t h e  s t a t e
board f o r  a c t i o n .  O n l y  then  were t h e y  ready f o r  convent ion  a c t i o n .

The se r i ous  t a x  s i t u a t i o n  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I n d i a n a  was a  ma t te r  o f  deep
concern t o  t h e  League du r i ng  t h e  y e a r.  T h e  burdens o f  government had become v e r y
heavy w i t h  so  much a c t u a l  want t o  be  a l l e v i a t e d ,  and  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  was c a r r y -
ing a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l o a d .  T h i s  was an  a rea  where t h e  League f e l t  keen
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b u t  d i d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  cou ld  n o t
a r r i v e  a t  any  consensus upon what shou ld  be  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  t a x a t i o n  problem.

Mrs. E a r l ' s  dea th .  D u r i n g  t h e  yea r  Mrs .  E l i z a b e t h  C laypoo l  E a r l  d i e d .  S h e  was
one o f  t h e  e a r l y  s u f f r a g e  l eade rs  who became a  staunch suppo r te r  o f  t h e  League o f
Women Vo te rs .  S h e  was f a i t h f u l  and e f f e c t i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  f o r e i g n  _ -
a f f a i r s .

Miss Dorothy Misner  o f  Mich igan C i t y  was appoin ted t o  t h e  chairmanship o f  t h e
E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government Department. M r s .  Greenough, who had been t h e  s t a t e
chairman, became t h e  Na t i ona l  League chairman o f  t h e  Department.
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1932-33

President ,  Mrs .  Char les  N .  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown

The annual  convent ion was h e l d  i n  South Bend a t  t h e  O l i v e r  H o t e l ,  March 24 and
25. T h e  at tendance was s u r p r i s i n g l y  good cons ider ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  b l i z z a r d ,
hazardous d r i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and t h e  depress ion t o  d iscourage t h e  de legates .
Professor Clarence Manion o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Not re  Dame spoke on  t h e  s u b j e c t
o f  monopolies. R .  C l yde  White o f  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau o f
Research i n  S o c i a l  Sc ience,  presented t h e  need f o r  a  b e t t e r  s t a t e  system o f  p r o -
bat ion.  A t  t h e  banquet,  Mrs .  J .  H .  R o s e n s t i e l ,  who had f o l l o w e d  Mrs. W i l l i a m
Hibbard as  f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r ,  spoke on  t h e  League i t s e l f ,  and Pro fessor
Thomas H.  Reed presented t h e  need f o r  r eo rgan i z i ng  l o c a l  government. A t  t h e
af ternoon sess ion ,  p reced ing  h i s  speech, t h e  l o c a l  coun ty  government su rvey
groups had presented t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  a n d  recommendations, and  these  wese g e n e r a l l y
i n  accord w i t h  t h e  p o i n t s  made by  Pro fessor  Reed.

The recommendations i nc l uded ;

1. Abol ishment  o f  township government, t r a n s f e r i n g  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  t o
county government.

2. E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  f ees  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  o f f i c i a l s .

3. More business- l i k e  methods o f  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  coun ty.

4. Wider  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  gaso l i ne  t a x  and automobi le  l i c e n s e  fund  t o
the coun t i es .

5. C e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  coun ty,  b y  e l i m -
i na t i ng  t h e  p resent  board o f  coun ty  commissioners and coun ty  c o u n c i l  and
prov id ing  i n s t e a d  f o r  a  s t r ong  execu t i ve  t y p e  o f  government w i t h  an e lec ted
counc i l  and a  county  a d m i n i s t r a t o r.

6. Appointment o f  a  committee o f  t r a i n e d  persons t o  make an i n t e n s i v e
survey of  coun ty  and s t a t e  government t o  determine how cos ts  cou ld  be
lowered, e f f i c i e n c y  i nc reased  and government made more respons ive  t o  t h e
w i l l  o f  t h e  people.

These recommendations were adopted b y  t h e  convent ion.

The s tudy  program adopted was as  comprehensive as  e v e r.  I t  was even l o n g e r,  w i t h
new i tems r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  problems o f  t h e  depression.  T h e  adopted l e g i s l a t i v e
program, f r o m  which t h e  s t a t e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s  cou ld  s e l e c t  measures f o r  a c -
t i v e  suppor t ,  was l o n g  and fo rm idab le .  I t  i n c l uded :

1. Gradua l  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  coun ty  and township government t o  e l i m -
ina te  over lapp ing  f u n c t i o n s ,  t o  f ocus  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t o  e l i m i n a t e  obso le te
u n i t s ,  and t o  reduce t h e  c o s t  o f  l o c a l  government.

2 E l e c t i o n  l a w  r e v i s i o n :  a .  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ;  b .  e l i m i n a t i o n
of e l e c t i o n  s h e r i f f s ;  c .  b a l l o t  r e f o r m ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s imp le  method o f  s c r a t c h -
ing t h e  t i c k e t ,  and  t h e  removal o f  t h e  names o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l ec to r s  f r om
the b a l l o t ;  d .  t h e  d i r e c t  p r ima ry ;  e .  appointment o f  an  e l e c t i o n  code commis-
sion.
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3. F i v e  day marr iage l i c e n s e  l a w.

4. M o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  s t a t e  p roba t i on  system t o  r a i s e  s tandards and e f f e c t i v e n e s s
o f  t h e  work.

5. R a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "Lame Duck" amendment t o  t h e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u -
t ion. by t h e  I n d i a n a  General  Assembly.

6. Cont inued suppor t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  which t h e  League had been i ns t rumen ta l  i n
securing and ma in ta i n i ng  i n  I n d i a n a :  a .  Schoo l  At tendance- C h i l d  Labor  l aw ;
b. i n f a n t  and c h i l d  hyg iene work ;  c .  m o t h e r ' s  a i d  l a w.

7. Suppor t  o f  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  sponsored by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League.

Not con ten t  w i t h  an  a l r eady  h e a v i l y  loaded program, t h e  convent ion  t o o k  on t h e
added t a s k  o f  r e v i s i n g  i t s  Bylaws. T h e  p r i n c i p l e  changes made were i n  s t a t i n g
more c l e a r l y  t h e  b a s i s  o f  membership and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  b y  wh ich  a  new l o c a l
League cou ld  be  organ ized and accepted.

The convent ion made v e r y  l i t t l e  change i n  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o r
standing commit tee chairmen.

Pres ident ,  M rs .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden,  Bloomington
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M rs .  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  R i cha rd  Edwards, Peru
Secretary,  M r s .  Ra lph  E.  •Car te r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Treasurer,  Mrs .  O r a  T.  Ross ,  Rensselaer

D i rec to rs  a t  La rge :

Mrs. L .  R .  Ha l vo rsen ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Miss Minnet te  Baum, F o r t  Wayne
Mrs. E .  S .  Webster,  Sou th  Bend

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s :

Mrs. O l i v e r  S t a r r ,  Ga ry
Mrs. J .  J .  L i t t r e l l ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. Lyman H a l l ,  P e r u

Mrs. B .  F .  Jones ,  Greencast le
Mrs. H .  R .  M i sene r,  Mich igan C i t y
Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  H a d l e y,  Gary

Mrs. J .  A .  L a r s h ,  Rensselaer
Mrs. J .  E .  Mo r i ng ,  F o r t  Wayne
Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s

Chairmen o f  Program Departments ( a p p o i n t e d ) :

E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government -  Miss  Doro thy  Misener,  M ich igan  C i t y
Chi ld We l f a r e . -  Mrs.  C .  T.  Boyn ton ,  E l k h a r t
Education -  Mrs .  George Keagy, Hagerstown
L iv ing  Costs  -  Miss  Sara L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Social  Hygiene -  Mrs.  S .  M.  Compton, Sou th  Bend
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War -  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  S. E h r i c h ,  Evnsv.
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women -  Mts .  He lene A .  Guy,  Remington

Miss F lorence K i r l i n  remained t h e  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y,  and  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e
Vo te r.  H o w e v e r,  some r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h e r  ove r -worked s t a t u s  was made i n  t h e  a p -
pointment o f  Urs.Mary Nash H a t f i e l d  a s  assoc ia te  e d i t o r .  A s  l o n g  as  Miss K i r l i n
remained w i t h  t h e  League, she  always d i r e c t e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  work,  and  d i d  a
great d e a l  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  work i n  s t e e r i n g  t h e  League b i l l s  t h rough  t h e  General
Assembly.
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L e g i s l a t i v e  Work

This was a  yea r  o f  i n t e n s e  League a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  f i e l d .
The unres t  and t h e  g rop ing  f o r  s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  problems o f  t h e  depress ion were
a f f e c t i n g  a l l  groups o f  c i t i z e n s .  T h e  p lanks  proposed b y  t h e  I nd iana  League f o r
i nc lus ion  i n  t h e  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s ,  were s e v e r a l  and s t ressed  a  t h o u g h t f u l  approach
to  these problems. T h e y  suggested g radua l  r e v i s i o n *  under  expe r t  a d v i c e ,  o f  t h e
s t ruc tu re  o f  coun ty  and township government t o  f ocus  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t o  reduce
the c o s t  o f  l o c a l  government w i t h o u t  h a r m f u l l y  c u r t a i l i n g  needed s e r v i c e s .  T o
f a c i l i t a t e  these  changes i n  l o c a l  government, t h e y  suggested r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e
amending process o f  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e y  adv ised e l e c t i o n  l aw  r e v i s i o n
to  p rov ide  f o r  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ,  t o  s i m p l i f y  e l e c t i o n  procedure,
and t o  l owe r  e l e c t i o n  c o s t s .

They urged con t inued  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  h e a l t h  and educat ion
as ins tanced  b y  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  i n f a n c y  hygiene p r o t e c t i o n  and t h e  School
Attendance-Ch i l d  Labor  l a w,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  i n  t imes  o f  economic s t r e s s  f a l s e
economy sometimes des t roys  s e r v i c e s  which ove r  a  l ong  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  would r e s u l t
i n  much g r e a t e r  sav ings .  T h e y  po in ted  o u t  t h e  need f o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p resent
probat ion l a w  and urged c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  o f  poo r  r e l i e f  laws and t h e i r  admin is -
t r a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  develop more c o n s t r u c t i v e  measures f o r  unemployment r e l i e f .
These p lanks  were accepted s u b s t a n t i a l l y  as  suggested b y  bo th  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s ,
and formed t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  eminen t l y  success fu l  League l e g i s l a t i v e  program i n
the 1933 sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly.

Special Session.  L e g i s l a t i v e  measures became p ress ing  l o n g  be fo re  t h e  r e g u l a r
session. I n  t h e  m ids t  o f  t h e  exc i tement  and b i t t e r n e s s  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n ,
a s p e c i a l  sess ion  o f  t h e  Assembly was c a l l e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer o f  1932. A t  t h i s
session, t h e  League won a  s i g n i f i c a n t  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Lame
Duck" amendment t o  t h e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  amendment i l l u s -
t r a tes  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  League when a  s i n g l e  i s s u e  i s  concent ra ted  upon.
For many years ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  had po in ted  o u t  t h e  s e r i o u s  l a g  between t h e
time o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Pres iden t  and t h e  Congress and t h e i r  i n d u c t i o n  i n t o
o f f i c e .  T h e  e l e c t i o n s  occur red i n  November and t h e  i naugu ra t i on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
March. I n  t h e  Congress, t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s h o r t  sess ion  t h a t  had t o  ad jou rn  by
the March da te ,  and  o f t e n  w i t h  many Congressmen who had a l r e a d y  been defeated a t
the p o l l s  b u t  were s t i l l  r ep resen t ing  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h e y  were p o p u l a r l y
ca l l ed  "Lame Duck" Congressmen. I t  was a  f r u s t r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  b u t  no th i ng  e f -
f e c t i v e  h a d  been done about  i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen  twen t i es  when t h e  League
became i n t e r e s t e d .  A f t e r  two  years  o f  s t u d y,  t h e  League adopted a  suppor t  i t e m
amending t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  i naugu ra t i on  o f  t h e  Pres iden t  i n
January f o l l o w i n g  t h e  November e l e c t i o n  and f o r  t h e  newly  e l ec ted  Congress t o
take o f f i c e  a t  approx imate ly  t h e  same t i m e .  T h e  t i m e  seemed r i p e  f o r  t h e  change
and t h e  League was a b l e  t o  secure power fu l  suppor t  o f  t h e  amendment. T h e  Con-
gress passed i t  i n  reco rd  t i m e ,  and when t h e  s p e c i a l  sess ion  was c a l l e d  i n  I n d i -
ana, i t  was b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  r a t i f y  i t ;
a r e s u l t  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  I nd iana  League i n  g i v i n g  suppor t  t o  t h e  Na t i ona l
League i n  a  re fo rm  long  overdue.  O t h e r  s t a t e s  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  r a t i f i c a t i o n  a s
soon as  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  met ,  and t h e  t a s k  was accomplished i n  about a s  s h o r t
a t ime  as p o s s i b l e .

The League a l s o  suppor ted ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  i n i t i a t e ,  t h e  measure t o  r e d i s t r i b u t e  t h e
revenue f rom t h e  gaso l i ne  t a x  and au to  l i c e n s e  fees  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  t a x  l o a d  on
proper ty  f o r  road  b u i l d i n g  and maintenance i n  l o c a l  u n i t s  o f  government. I n  l i n e
w i t h  i t s  advocacy o f  r e a l  home r u l e  f o r  l o c a l  government, t h e  League s c c c e s s f u l l y
opposed a  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  b lanke t  r e p e a l  o f  a l l  mandatory measures. T h i s  was
done on  t h e  grounds t h a t  i t  was i n  no sense a  t r u e  home r u l e  b i l l ,  and  so  w ide-
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spread i n  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  no  one had any  i d e a  o f  a l l  t h e  laws  i t  would mod i -
f y .

E lec t i on

The November e l e c t i o n  was a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  one,  and v e r y  heated.  T h e  League's v o i c e
was a  calm one,advocat ing i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  i ssues  o f  t h e  campaign;
namely, t h e  two  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments t o  t h e  I nd iana  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  up
f o r  t h e  referendum vo te .  O n e  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  l e v y i n g  o f  a n  income t a x  i n  t h e
s t a t e ,  and t h e  o t h e r  s t r u c k  o u t  a  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  I nd iana  C o n s t i t u t i o n  which p r e -
scr ibed t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  lawyers  as  " t w e n t y  one years  o f  age and o f  good
moral c h a r a c t e r " ,  t h u s  c l e a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e q u i r e -
ments f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  League a l s o  po in ted  o u t  t h e
importance o f  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  be  e l e c t e d .  I t  made a v a i l a b l e  t h e  r e p l i e s
o f  t h e  candidates f o r  t h e  General  Assembly t o  t h e  League's q u e s t i o n a i r e  on i t s
proposed l e g i s l a t i v e  program, and  gave t h e  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e s  on  League measures o f
those l e g i s l a t o r s  who had been i n  t h e  p rev ious  sess ion  and were up f o r  r e - e l e c -
t i o n .

L e g i s l a t i v e  Program

The League scored  a  s i g n a l  and l o n g  overdue success i n  t h e  1933 l e g i s l a t u r e .
They had b y  no means g i v e n  up t h e  f i g h t  t o  secure a  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f
vo te rs  b i l l ,  w h i c h  t h e y  had passed th rough  two success ive sess ions o f  t h e  General
Assembly, o n l y  t o  have t h e  same governor  v e t o  t h e  measure each t i m e .  The  e l e c t i o n
had r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r t u r n  and t h e  League had t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  new
governor, who promised t o  s i g n  t h e  b i l l  i f  i t  came be fo re  h im.  H o w e v e r,  i t  was
no easy t a s k  t o  g e t  t h e  new l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  pass t h e  measure. T h e r e  were a  l a r g e
number o f  new l e g i s l a t o r s ,  who were s e r v i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  t e r m s  and were unacqua in t -
ed w i d i t h e  compl ica ted  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  and n o t  convinced o f  t h e  necess i t y
f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s .  I t  was a  problem o f  r e -educa t i on ,  he lped  m a t e r i a l l y
by t h e  p lank  i n  t h e  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  endors ing t h e  i d e a .  I t ' s  f i n a l  enactment  i n t o
law was a  ma jor  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r i umph ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  s i x  years  o f  e f f e c t i v e  hard  work .

In  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f i e l d ,  t w o  o t h e r  measures were s u c c e s s f u l l y  sponsored b y  t h e
League, des igned t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  v o t e r .  R e m o v a l  o f  t h e  names o f  t h e
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  them t h e  names o f  t h e  candidates f o r
pres ident  and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  i n s t e a d  n o t  o n l y  shortened t h e  b a l l o t  b u t  made i t
less con fus ing .  T h e  o t h e r  League e l e c t i o n  measure separated t h e  s t a t e  and
n a t i o n a l  b a l l o t s .

The League was r e s p o n s i b l e  ( i n  l i n e  w i t h  one o f  t h e  impor tan t  coun ty  government
survey recommendations) f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  which  au thor ized
the governor t o  a p p o i n t  a  committee t o  s t u d y  t h e  forms and f u n c t i o n s  o f  govern-
ment, t h e  methods o f  t a x a t i o n  used t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  v a r i o u s  governmental  a c t i v i t i e s ,
and t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  nex t  sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly. T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  passed
almost unanimously.

In  o rde r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  way f o r  any changes t h a t  m igh t  b e  recommended b y  t h e  s t u d y
committee wh ich  would i n v o l v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change, t h e  League sponsored ano ther
measure s i m p l i f y i n g  and changing t h e  amending process o f  t h e  I nd iana  C o n s t i t u t i o n .
I t  passed e a s i l y ,  b u t  o f  course ,  was o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a  l o n g  process ,  i n -
c lud ing passage b y  t h e  n e x t  sess ion  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same fo rm  and t h e n  approva l  b y
the v o t e r s  i n  a  referendum vo te .  T h e  change p rov ided  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e
votes c a s t  on  an  amendment i t s e l f  would  be  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  A t  t h a t
t ime,  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  had been i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  r e q u i r e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l
the vo tes  c a s t  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  where t h e  amendment was submi t ted ,  s o  t h a t  c i t i -
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zens who d i d  n o t  v o t e  on  t h e  amendment a t  a l l ,  were  i n  e f f e c t ,  counted as  v o t i n g
against  i t ,  i f  t h e y  c a s t  t h e i r  vo tes  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  i t e m s  o n  t h e  b a l -
l o t .

The League sponsored and passed ano ther  measure designed t o  make poss ib l e  w ide r
and more e f f e c t i v e  use o f  p roba t i on  b y  reo rgan iz ing  t h e  Probat ion  Department.

The depression had brought  about  problems wh ich  made adv i sab le  s t reng then ing  t h e
Chi ld  Labor p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  School  Attendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w  sponsored
by t h e  League. I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  endorsed a  measure which became l a w,  p l a c i n g  c h i l d -
ren who were employed i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d  l a b o r  p r o v i s i o n s  under  t h e  work-
men's compenaation a c t ,  and  a l s o  p rov ided  an  a d d i t i o n a l  payment t o  minors  who
were i n j u r e d  b y  s o  work ing.  T h i s  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  who
were competing w i t h  heads o f  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e  few j o b s  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  i t  a l s o
made employers r e l u c t a n t  t o  r u n  t h e  r i s k  o f  employing c h i l d r e n  who might  b e  i n -
ju red  i n  t h e i r .  work.

At t h e  v e r y  t i m e  t h e  League was j u s t i f i a b l y  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  i t s e l f  on  a  v e r y  suc -
cess fu l  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r,  i t  was p o i n t i n g  up  i t s  f u t u r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and major
a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  need f o r  p roper  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws
sponsored b y  t h e  League, and t h e  need t o  f o l l o w  through i n  t h e  s t a t e  and i n  t h e
l o c a l  communities t o  secure good a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  recogn ized t h e  need f o r  e s t -
ab l i sh ing  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m e r i t  i n  s e l e c t i n g  and i n  keeping government employees.
F i n a l l y,  t h e  League expressed i t s  r e g r e t  a t  t h e  change o f  t h e  da te  o f  c i t y  e l e c -
t i ons  s o  as  t o  come a t  t h e  same t i m e  as  t h e  genera l  a e c t i o n s .  I t  was f e l t  impor -
tan t  t o  segregate c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  cou ld
concentrate on  t h e i r  l o c a l  problems. T h e  c i t y  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  had been t h e  o n l y
shor t  b a l l o t  i n  t h e  s t a t e - - t h e  usua l  b a l l o t  be ing  v e r y  l o n g  and crowded w i t h
o f f i c e s  t o  be  f i l l e d  b y  e l e c t i o n .

1933-34

Pres ident ,  N r s .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown

There were two new Leagues organ ized d u r i n g  1933- - C u l v e r  and Kokomo.

The " c a l l "  t o  t h e  convent ion r e f l e c t e d  t h e  economic c r i s i s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y,
s t a t i n g :  " T h i s  i s  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e - e v a l u a t i o n ,  o f  search ing  s c r u t i n y  o f  o u r  forms
and ph i losophy  o f  government, o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  o u r  economic s t r u c t u r e .  E v e r y o n e  i s
seeking en l ightenment .T h e  convent ion  program i s  p lanned t o  g i v e  each
delegate knowledge o f  fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l
and economic s t r u c t u r e . "

The convent ion was h e l d  a t  t h e  H o t e l  Graham a t  Bloomington,  May 4 - 5 .  O n  t h e
l i g h t e r  s i d e ,  a  t r i p  t o  Brown County,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  w i t h
i t s  orchards  i n  bloom, was a  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  convent ion .  T h e  convent ion  at tendance
was l a r g e r  t han  i t  had been f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and every  League was r e p r e -
sented.

The program c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  theme o f  t h e  " C a l l  t o  Convent ion" .  T h r e e  I n d i a n a
Un i ve rs i t y  p ro fessors  gave t a l k s  on  Economic Reconst ruc t ion .  P r o f e s s o r  Herman
B. We l l s  t a l k e d  about  "The New Re la t i on  o f  Government and Bus iness" ,  P ro fesso r
C a r r o l l  Chr is tenson spoke o n " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Aspects o f  Economic Recovery" ,  and
Professor Frank  G. Ba tes  covered t h e  s u b j e c t  "Cons t ruc t i ve  Economy i n  Government."
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Dr. M o l l i e  Ray C a r r o l l ,  f o r m e r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, was t h e
luncheon speaker  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  P r o b l e m s  o f  Employment.•

In t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  meet ing o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, Mrs .  Te e t o r  and Mrs.
Campbell who were t h e  de lega tes ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  g i ven  t o  t h e  success-
f u l  l e g i s l a t i v e  program o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  League as  one o f  t h e  achievements o f  t h e
year among t h e  s t a t e s .  T h e y  were c o n s t a n t l y  be ing  asked f o r  adv i ce  on  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  techn iques and p repa ra t i on  o f  such  work.

Program

The program adopted b y  t h e  convent ion  was j u s t  a s  ex tens i ve  a s  eve r.  T h e  Depar t -
ment o f  E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government, unde r  U n i t s  o f  Government, l i s t e d  con t i nu i ng
study o f  s t a t e  government under t h e  new r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  l a w  w i t h  emphasis on  t h e
mer i t  system i n  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  and an  independent a u d i t i n g  department;  r u r a l
l o c a l  government, a n d  c i t y  government w i t h  emphasis on  t h e  c i t y  manager p l a n .
Under E l e c t i o n s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s  l a w  and
improvement i n  nominat ing  methods. U n d e r  P u b l i c  F inance,  p roposa ls  and recen t
changes i n  t h e  t a x  s t r u c t u r e  and budgets.  T h e  Department o f  L i v i n g  Costs i n c l u d -
ed t h e  t a r i f f ,  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  w i t h  emphasis on  t h e  new Ind iana
laws and t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  new developments a t  Muscle Shoals ,  and a c t i v i t i e s
of  t h e  Federa l  Trade Commission i n  p r o t e c t i n g  consumers.

This program p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  choos ing f r om t h e  l a r g e
Nat iona l  program c e r t a i n  i t ems  f o r - s t a t e  s tudy  and i n t e r e s t , f o r  most o f  t h e  i t e m s
were f e d e r a l  i n  scope.  T h e  Department o f  Women i n  I n d u s t r y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  employ-
ment problems o f  t h e  t ime  b y  adopt ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s :  means o f  improv ing
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  methods o f  r e l i e f ;  unemployment compensation and d i s -
missal  wage; employment o f f i c e s ;  a n d  a  survey  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ind iana
laws r e g u l a t i n g  employment o f  women. T h e r e  were f o u r  o t h e r  departments w i t h
comprehensive programs: C h i l d  We l fa re ,  Educa t ion ,  S o c i a l  Hygiene, and Lega l
Status o f  Women. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  program o f  t h e  Department o f
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War,  c e r t a i n  i t ems  were l i s t e d  as  e s p e c i a l -
l y  p e r t i n e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  economic causes o f  w a r,  t h e  war deb t s ,  embargo on  t h e
shipment o f  arms,  t h e  wo r l d  disarmament conference,  and  t h e  wo r l d  c o u r t .

1933-34

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown

The f o l l o w i n g  o f i i c e r s  we re  e l e c t e d  o r  were h o l d -over  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  t h e  p reced-
ing y e a r.

President ,  M rs .  Char les  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  T .  J .  Louden,  Bloomington
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  R i c h a r d  E .  Edwards, P e r u
Secretary,  M r s .  Dow H a r v e y,  Kokomo
Treasurer,  Mrs .  O ra  T.  Ross,  Rensselaer

D i rec to rs :

Mrs. Rober t  Rossow, C u l v e r
Mrs. Heber W a l k e r ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Mrs. Wa l t e r  E.  H a d l e y,  Gary

Mrs. F r e d e r i c k  Kranz,  F o r t  Wayne
Miss P h y l l i s  Beyer,  South  Bend
Mrs. John  Crume, Peru
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D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s .

F i r s t ,  Mrs .  O l i v e r  S t a r r ,  Gary
Second, Mrs .  W i l l i a m  Ta y l o r ,  L a f a y e t t e

.Four th,  Mrs .  J .  E .  Mbr ing ,  F o r t  Wayne
Seventh, Mrs .  A lexander  K ing ,  Bloomington
Eleventh and Twe l t h ,  Mrs .  J .  J .  D a n i e l s ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Department Chairmen:

E f f i c i ency  i n  Government-Miss Dorothy  Misener,  M ich igan  C i t y
Chi ld Wel fa re-Mrs. C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
Education-Mrs. George Keagy, Hagerstown
Women i n  I n d u s t r y -Miss May Cory,  L a f a y e t t e
Social  Hygiene-Mrs. S .  M.  Compton, Sou th  Bend
L i v i ng  Costs-Miss Sara L a u t e r,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women-Mrs. Helene A .  Guy,  Remington
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cooperat ion t o  Prevent  War-Mrs. W i l l i a m  Eh r i ch ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Ex O f f i c i o ,  N a t i o n a l  Chairman -  E f f i c i e n c y  i n  Government-Mrs.  Wa l t e r  S.

Greenough
During t h e  y e a r,  M rs .  F r e d  Noble o f  South Bend became t h e  T h i r d  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t -
o r,  and  Mrs.  Char les  E .  C o r y  o f  L a f a y e t t e  was appointed t o  f i l l  t h e  unexpi red
term o f  d i r e c t o r - a t - l a r g e ,  M iss  P h y l l i s  Beyer,  who moved f r o m  t h e  s t a t e .

A new League was added t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  Hammond, w i t h  45 members, a  f u l l  board o f
o f f i c e r s  a n d  committee chairmen. T h e  League a t  Gary ass i s t ed  i n  t h e  o rgan i za -
t i o n .

The League c a r r i e d  on  i t s  now customary p l a n  o f  o f f e r i n g  suggested programs f o r
l o c a l  Leagues, w i t h  a  t o p i c  f o r  each month ly  open meet ing,  a  s t u d y  group sugges-
t i o n  and a  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  each month. T h e  l o c a l  Leagues had come t o  depend
upon these  suggest ions f o r  t h e  development o f  t h e i r  l o c a l  programs, and  f o l l owed
them r a t h e r  c l o s e l y.  A  t y p i c a l  program suggested a  c i t i z e n s h i p  schoo l  f o r  t h e
open meet ing i n  October,  w i t h  a  s tudy  group under  t h e  educat ion  committee i n v e s t -
i g a t i n g  t h e  t o p i c ,  " L a r g e r  u n i t s  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and Ta x a t i o n  f o r  Schools" .
The s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  month was t o  be  t h e  membership campaign.

Indiana Voters  Handbook

The Ind iana  Vo te rs  Handbook was r e v i s e d  and pub l i shed  by  t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r.  •
The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  had proved i t s e l f  t o  be  most u s e f u l  and t h e  Handbook had become
one o f  t h e  bes t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  undertaken b y  t h e  Leagues. I t  was used i n  t h e
pub l i c  schoo ls ,  i n  l i b r a r i e s , i n  a d u l t  educa t i on  c lasses ,  and had become a  handy
reference book f o r  many c i t i z e n s .  T h e  League members themselves used i t  w i d e l y.
The League was indeb ted  t o  Mr.  Cha r l es  Ket t leborough,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I nd iana
Reference Bureau, f o r  do ing  t h e  major  e d i t i n g  and comp i l i ng  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  con-
ta ined i n  t h e  Handbook. T h e  p r i c e  was s e t  a t  twen ty  f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  copy,  w i t h
reduct ions f o r  q u a n t i t y  purchases,  and  t h e  foreward conta ined endorsements f o r
the book f rom t h e  p res iden ts  o f  I n d i a n a  and Purdue U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  c h a i r -
men o f  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Farm Bureau, t h e  Y.W.C.A. ,  t h e  Business and
Profess ional  Women, and t h e  S t a t e  Super intendent  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .

Reg is t ra t i on  Law Fol low-up

A major a c t i o n  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues was t h e  f o l l o w - u p  o f  t h e  newly enacted
r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w.  A f t e r  a lmost  s i x  years  o f  cons tan t  e f f o r t ,  t h e  League had been
successful  i n  pass ing a  model r e g i s t r a t i o n  a c t .  T h i s  t h e y  found t o  be o n l y  t h e
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beginning and they  again demonstrated t h e i r  sense o f  respons ib i l i ty  by carrying
through on the  appropriations f o r  t h e  measure. I n  most places,  t h e  League found
the suggested appropriations l a r g e r  than necessary t o  put  t h e  reg is t ra t ion  law
into act ion ,  and were general ly  successful i n  securing lower budget allowances
when t h i s  condit ion was found t o  e x i s t .  I n  a  few places,  including Marion County,
the county councils refused t o  appropriate anything f o r  reg is t ra t ion .  T h e
League followed through on the  opinion o f  the  Attorney General t h a t  any e lec t ion
held without r e g i s t r a t i o n  was i l l e g a l  and i n v a l i d ,  and f i n a l l y  secured adequate
funds.

Woman Voter

Miss Florence K i r l i n ,  who had been loaned f o r  pa r t  t ime work i n  organization t o
the Sta te  R e l i e f  Administration, re turned t o  the  League as a  f u l l  t ime secretary
and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Woman Voter.  T h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  the  Voter  re f lec ted  t h e  problems
of the  times including:  Unemployment R e l i e f  i n  Indiana by t h e  d i rec tor  o f  t h e
State Department o f  Publ ic  Welfare;  The League and the  NRA (Nat ional  Recovery
Act) w r i t t e n  by Miss Be l l e  Sherwin, Nat ional  president;  a n  explanation o f  the
legis lat ion making up the  "New Deal";  What t h e  League Suggests f o r  Welfare Work
by the  chairman o f  t h a t  committee, Mrs.  Dorothy Boynton; Educational Outlook i n
Indiana by Louise Keagy; and a  summary o f  the  b i l l s  before the  Congress deal ing
with pure-food l e g i s l a t i o n .

1934-35

President, Mrs.  S .  N .  Campbell, Indianapol is

The nat ional  convention was held i n  Boston, f rom the 23rd t o  t h e  28th o f  A p r i l .
The s t a t e  convention was t h e  f i f t e e n t h  and was held a t  t h e  Fowler Hote l ,  La fay -
e t t e ,  May 15-18.  B o t h  conventions had l a r g e r  attendance than ever before,  and
the Indiana delegation t o  the  nat iona l  convention re f lec ted  t h e  general t rend by
increasing i t s  delegation.  T h e  membership reports a t  t h e  s ta te  convention showed
a substant ial  increase i n  membership during the  year  and a  b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  s t a -
tus. T h e  $700 t o  t h e  National  League was oversubscribed and t h e  pledge payments
of t h e  l o c a l  Leagues showed improvement. I n  accordance w i th  the act ion  taken a t
the nat ional  convention, t h e  s t a t e  League real igned i t s  departments i n t o  s i x ;
eliminating the  Departments o f  L iv ing  Costs, Women i n  Industry,  and Socia l  Hygiene
as such. T h e  i tems on the  programs o f  these departments f e l t  t o  be o f  current
interest  were absorbed i n t o  the  o ther  departments. T h e  nat ional  convention had
made a  drast ic  program change i n  vot ing t o  se lec t  on ly  two measures f o r  emphasis
during the fo l lowing two year per iod.  T h e s e  were Publ ic  Personnel and Taxation.
The League as a  whole embarked on a  campaign t o  c a l l  a t ten t ion  t o  the  need o f
securing q u a l i f i e d  personnel t o  c a r r y  on the  increasingly heavy load o f  govern-
ment, and t o  f i n d  equi tab le  ways t o  secure the  necessary money f o r  t h i s  load.

The Indiana League convention f e l t  i t s e l f  ready t o  cooperate f u l l y  wi th  the f i r s t
emphasis i tem,  having a c t i v e l y  studied personnel problems o f  t h e  government d u r -
ing the  year,  and having already proposed i t  as  one o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  measures
for  the  coming year.  I n  addi t ion t o  personnel, t h e  Indiana convention t r i e d  t o
select from among i t s  program items f o r  emphasis, b u t  came out  w i th  a  much longer
program than the  Nat ional  had been ab le  t o  achieve. T h e  s ta te  l e g i s l a t i v e  pro -
gram had 7  i tems,  a s  fo l lows:  A  system o f  publ ic  personnel management f o r  s t a t e
and l o c a l  governments; improvement o f  nominating methods; organizat ion o f  county
welfare un i ts ;  r a t i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  General Assembly o f  t h e  c h i l d  labor  amendment
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to the  U. S .  Const i tut ion;  appropriate act ion  on unemployment compensation meas-
ures; f i v e - d a y  wa i t ing  period before issuance o f  marriage l icenses; support o f
recommendations from o f f i c i a l  governmental agencies which may be chosen by the
board o f  d i rec tors  as  appropriate f o r  League act ion .  A  footnote suggested tha t
i t  was not  ant ic ipated t h a t  an attempt would be made t o  support measures on a l l
these subjects,  bu t  t h a t  t h e  board o f  d i rec tors  should choose spec i f i c  measures.

The
six
ing

program as a  whole was r e -al igned by the  s t a t e  convention t o  conform t o  the
department o f  t h e  Nat ional  League, bu t  without any very noticeable shorten-
of t h e  program.

The o f f i c e r s  and directors  chosen by the  convention were as fo l lows:

President, Mrs.  S .  N .  Campbell, Indianapol is
F i rs t  Vice-president ,  Mrs. Charles N. Te e t o r,  Hagerstown
Second Vice-president ,  Mts.  O l i v e r  S t a r r,  Gary
Third Vice-president,  Mrs.  Wi l l i a m  S. Ehr ich ,  Evansvi l le
Treasurer,Mrs. Edgar H.  B u r t ,  La fayet te
Secretary, Miss Evelyn Chambers, Indianapol is

Directors a t  Large:

Mrs. Ora  T.  Ross, Rensselaer
Mrs. Dan Albrech,Elkhart
Mrs. I .  S .  S e l e c t o r,  F o r t  Wayne

Dis t r ic t  D i rectors:

Mrs. Wal ter  E .  Hadley,  Gary
Mrs. D .  I .  Coppock, Peru
Mrs. Paul  P r i c k e t t ,  Evansvi l le
Hrs. Thomas D.  Sheer in ,  Indianapol is
Mrs. Wi l l i am Tay lor,  Lafayet te

Department Chairmen:

Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government

and
and
and
and
and
and
and

Mrs. Charles E .  Cory,  Lafayet te
Mrs. A .  Boyd, Michigan C i t y
Mrs. S .  N .  Compton, South Bend

Mrs. F .  W. Krantz ,  F o r t  Wayne
Mrs. T .  J .  Louden, Bloomington
Mrs. Ray Small ,  Hagerstown
Mrs. J .  J .  Dan ie ls ,  Indianapol is
Mrs. Fred Noble, South Bend

I t s  Operation -  Mrs. Richard E .  Edwards, Peru
Child Welfare - . M r s .  C .  Y.  Boynton, E lkhar t
Education -  l i re .  W. Dow Harvey, Kokomo
Economic Welfare -  l i re .  Ralph Mowbray, Culver
the Legal Status o f  Women -  Mrs. Helene A.  Guy,  Remington
Internat ional  Cooperation -  Mrs. R .  S .  S i n c l a i r ,  I ndp ls .
I ts  Operation -  Mrs. Wal te r  S .  Greenough, Indianapol is  Zex

o f f i c i o ,  Na t iona l  chairman)

The convention marked the  end o f  f o u r  years o f  service as president by Mrs.
Teetor. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  president had served so continuously, and i t
marked the  beginning o f  a  custom t h a t  prevai led f o r  years.  T h e  change i n  the
Bylaws i n  1931 making the  terms o f  o f f i c e r s  two years instead o f  a  s ing le  year
was one f a c t o r  i n  making possible four  year terms, t h e  presidents usual ly  being
elected t o  serve a  second term. Convent ions were hereaf te r  held every second
year, w i t h  a  s t a t e  council  meeting i n  the  in te r im  year.  I t  was a  healthy develop-
ment f o r  the  League, f o r  i t  provided cont inui ty  and s t a b i l i t y  i n  administration
that one-year term presidents and o f f i c e r s  could not  provide.  I t  a lso  indicated
that the  League was on a  f i rmer  bas is  f i n a n c i a l l y  and the  l o c a l  Leagues were
growing surer  o f  t h e i r  places i n  community l i f e  and t h e i r  programs, so  t h e  job
of president became a  possible one f o r  more people. M r s .  Teetor  re ta ined her
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i n t e r e s t  i n  League work and h e r  generous f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  enabled t h e  o f f i c e  t o
keep go ing  many t imes  when o therwise  i t  m igh t  have had t o  c l o s e .

Mrs. Campbel l  had a  strenuous f i r s t  y e a r  as  p r e s i d e n t .  S h e  immediate ly  had a
l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r  w i t h  which t o  cope and t o  promote an  ambi t ious  program o f  l e g i s -
l a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  measures sponsored b y  t h e  League i n  t h e  p a s t .  S h e  had
to  do  i t  w i t h o u t  Miss  F lorence K i r l i n ,  who had become an expe r t  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e
work, i n  e d i t i n g  t h e  Woman Vo t e r,  i n  promot ing t h e  program and a  f i x t u r e  i n  t h e
o f f i c e .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  League had asked permiss ion  t o  o f f e r  Miss K i r l i n  a  p lace
on t h e i r  s t a f f  a s  League Congressional  s e c r e t a r y,  and s i n c e  i t  was an  advance i n
every way f o r  Miss  K i r l i n ,  t h e  I n d i a n a  League d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  cou ld  r e f u s e
to  l e t  h e r  go .  T h e  e d i t o r  i n  t h e  Woman Vo t e r  on  h e r  depar tu re  had t h i s  t o  say :
"The on l y  drawback about t h e  "Grea t  Minds"  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  t h a t  everybody e l s e
wants them t o o .  T a k e  Miss K i r l i n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e r e  t h e  I nd iana  League o f  Wo-
men Voters  was f i x e d  f o r  l i f e  w i t h  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e x p e r t  and an  A-1 execu t i ve
r o l l e d  i n t o  one .  M i s s  K i r l i n  n o t  o n l y  knew eve ry th i ng ,  she  cou ld  do any th ing ,
and what happens? A l o n g  comes t h e  N a t i o n a l  League and whisks h e r  o f f  t o  Washing-
ton  t o  be Congress ional  s e c r e t a r y. "

Miss Evelyn Chambers became execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r,  and Mrs.
V i r g i n i a  Moorhouse Mannon became l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  D e p a r t m e n t  chairmen t o o k
more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p repar ing  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l ,  and  t h e  s tudy  k i t s  wh ich  had
become a  f e a t u r e  o f  s t a t e  League s e r v i c e  t o  l o c a l  Leagues, were prepared and d i s -
t r i b u t e d  f r e e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  chairmen o f  t hese  Departments. M r s .  C .  C .  War r ing ton
o f  F o r t  Wayne prepared a  d i g e s t  o f  I n d i a n a  Laws R e l a t i n g  t o  Women f o r  t h e  use o f
the I5epartment o f  Government and Lega l  S ta tus  o f  Women. A n  o r i e n t a t i o n  k i t  on
the  work o f  t h e  League i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i e l d  was prepared b y  Mrs.  R .  S .  S i n -
c l a i r .  M r s .  R i c h a r d  E.  Edwards s e n t  o u t  s t u d y  m a t e r i a l  on  t h e  Vo te rs  Handbook
which was e x t e n s i v e l y  used be fo re  e l e c t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  Mrs .  Dow Harvey sen t  o u t
a survey  o u t l i n e  on  schoo l  c o s t s  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  budget r educ t i ons  on  t h e
school system, a n d  Mrs. Ra lph  Mowbray gathered t o g e t h e r  m a t e r i a l  and a  s tudy  o u t -
l i n e  on t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Unemployment R e l i e f .

The Ind iana  League cooperated f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  campaign o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n
f o r  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  personnel .  M r s .  Thomas Sheer in  became chairman o f  a  s p e c i a l
campaign committee and w i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  energy,  a t tended  t h e  C i v i l  Serv ice
Assembly o f  t h e  U.  S .  and  d iscussed t h e  proposed I n d i a n a  b i l l  w i t h  exper ts  on  t h e
sub jec t .  L a t e r ,  D r .  Harvey Walker o f  Ohio S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y,  spen t  two  days i n  t h e
s ta te  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  Mrs.  S h e e r i n ,  Mrs .  R i c h a r d  Edwards, Mrs .  Campbel l  f r om t h e
League, and  D r.  Leonard Whi te  o f  Chicago U n i v e r s i t y,  a  member o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes
C i v i l  Serv ice  Commission a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e  January i s s u e  o f  t h e  Vo t e r  was devoted
to  a  d i g e s t  o f  t h e  proposed b i l l  and an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  need f o r  b e t t e r  personnel
i n  t h e  s t a t e  government.

L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t i v i t y

The p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly was thorough.  T h e  Octo-
ber Vo te r  was l a r E e  con ta i n i ng  twen ty  pages g i v i n g  t h e  answers o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
candidates t o  t h e  League ques t i ona i r es  i n  as  much d e t a i l  as  p o s s i b l e .  I n  a d d i -
t i o n ,  t h e  Vo t e r  con ta ined  t h e  v o t i n g  records  o n  League sponsored l e g i s l a t i o n  o f
those cand idates  who had served i n  t h e  preceding Assembly. T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  went
to every  League member and was w i d e l y  used f o r  s t u d y  b y  o t h e r  groups.  T h e  l o c a l
Leagues supplemented t h e  ques t i ona i r es  w i t h  persona l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  c a n d i -
dates, and i n  meny cases,  open meetings were h e l d  on  t h e  League l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o -
gram where t h e  cand idates  were asked t o  g i v e  t h e i r  v iews .  A s  i s  customary,  t h e r e
was a  S tee r ing  Committee work ing th rough  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  com-
posed l a r g e l y  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  women, and  a  s t a t e - w i d e  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee.
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The r e s u l t s  were summarized b y  Mrs.  Mannon, l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  T h e  C h i l d
Labor Amendment t o  t h e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was r a t i f i e d  b y  t h e  Assembly by  a  l a r g e
vote.  H o w e v e r,  even ts  were moving s o  r a p i d l y  t h a t  such an amendment became u n -
neccessary. T h e  Congress f i n a l l y  d r a f t e d  c h i l d  l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  which s tood
the c o u r t  t e s t  and was deemed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b y  t h e  Supreme Cour t .

A second major  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League had a  somewhat s i m i l a r  exper ience.  T h e
League had sponsored an  amendment t o  t h e  I nd iana  C o n s t i t u t i o n  on t h e  amending
process, wh i ch  was undu ly  r e s t r i c t i v e  i n  t h a t  i t  had been i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean
tha t  an  amendment must r e c e i v e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  those  v o t i n g  a t  an  e l e c t i o n  where
such amendment was be ing  submi t ted  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  S i n c e  many v o t e r s  d i d  n o t
bother r o  v o t e  on  these  amendments, t h e  necessary number o f  vo tes  f o r  approva l
never cou ld  be mustered a t  any  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  League's measure de f i ned
" e l e c t o r s "  as  t hose  v o t i n g  upon t h e  s u b j e c t .  I t  had passed one sess ion  o f  t h e
Assembly and was up f o r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  1935 sess ion .  I t  had passed one house w i t h
a g r a t i f y i n g l y  l a r g e  v o t e ,  when a  d e c i s i o n  f r om t h e  I nd iana  Supreme Cour t  on  t h e
subject  was handed down. T h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  b y  c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  accomplished e x a c t l y
what t h e  amendment would have accompl ished, wh ich  t h e r e f o r e  became unnecessary.

As was so  o f t e n  t h e  case,  when a  ma jo r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  had been passed i n  t h e
preceding sess ion ,  i t  was open t o  a t t a c k .  T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  regard  t o
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s .  U n d e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  measure had t o
apply t o  a l l  p laces  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  M a n y  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  coun t i es  f e l t  t h a t  r e g i s -
t r a t i o n  was n o t  needed i n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t i e s ,  and had n o t  had t i m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t
the l a w,  once e s t a b l i s h e d ,  c o u l d  be e a s i l y  and inexpens ive l y  mainta ined.  I n
add i t i on ,  t h o s e  who had been a b l e  t o  manipu la te  t h e  v o t i n g  i n  border  coun t i es  o f
the s t a t e ,  were no  l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  i n  v o t e r s  f r om  t h e  ne ighbor ing  s t a t e s
wi thou t  d e t e c t i o n  under  t h e  s t r i n g e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s .  T h e r e  were seve r -
a l  a t tempts  t o  r e p e a l  o r  s e r i o u s l y  c r i p p l e  t h e  measure, wh ich  t h e  League and
others i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ma in ta in ing  i n t e g r i t y  i n  e l e c t i o n s ,  were a b l e  t o  f i g h t  o f f .

The C h i l d  Labor b i l l  needed a  c l a r i f y i n g  amendment, wh i ch  was ob ta ined .  A  b i l l
t o  r e g u l a t e  s l a t e s  o f  cand ida tep , requ i r i ng  t h e  candidates  w r i t t e n  permiss ion t o
use h i s  name, and r e q u i r i n g  t h e  names o f  t h e  sponsors and t h e  p r i n t e r s  t o  appear
on t h e  s l a t e  was passed- -a l t hough  n o t  w i t h o u t  exc i tement  and de lay ing  t a c t i c s .
Another measure p r o v i d i n g  p e t i t i o n  requi rements f o r  cand ida tes ,  had l i t t l e  oppo-
s i t i o n .  T h e r e  was a n  a t tempt  made t o  r e p e a l  t h e  l aw  which t h e  Laague had been
inst rumenta l  i n  pass ing i n  t h e  preceding sess ion ,  s e p a r a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e
b a l l o t s ,  wh ich  was unsuccess fu l .

The p u b l i c  personnel  b i l l ,  p u t t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  employees under  a  m e r i t  system,
aroused a  g rea t  d e a l  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  and,  a f t e r  a  h e c t i c  open hear ing  i n  t h e  Senate,
was recommitted t o  committee. I t  was i n t roduced  immediate ly  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e p o r t
of  t h e  governo r ' s  Committee on  Governmental Economy, wh i ch  s t r o n g l y  recommended
such l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  committee had been a t  work  f o r  two  yea rs ,  and had p r e -
pared a  voluminous r e p o r t  o f  s e v e r a l  hundred pages. A l t h o u g h  t h e  committee d i d
not agree on as  many s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  problems o f  government s t ud i ed  as  t h e  mat -
e r i a l  would seem t o  wa r ran t ,  t h e r e  were many c l e a r  recommendations i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,
and t o  t h i s  day,  s t i l l  remain as governmental  concerns.  H o w e v e r,  t h e  p l a n  f o r
f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  newly c rea ted  Department o f  P u b l i c  Wel fare  was f o l -
lowed i n  i t s  e s s e n t i a l s .  t h e r e  was some improvement i n  s a f e t y  measures i n  schoo l
busses and i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s .  T h e  s tudy  had been sponsored by  t h e  League and two
League members were on t h e  Governmental Economy Committee, Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Green-
ough, and Miss F lo rence  K i r l i n  and t h e n  f o l l o w i n g  h e r ,  Mrs .  Thomas Sheer in .
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1935-36

F i r s t  S t a t e  Counc i l

I nd iana ' s  f i r s t  s t a t e  c o u n c i l  meet ing was h e l d  a t  Turkey Run, May 16 and 17.  T h e
p lan f o r  such c o u n c i l  meet ings was t o  eva lua te  t h e  work done and p l a n  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e  year  under  t h e  same program and t h e  same o f f i c e r s .  O n l y  a  l i m i t e d  number
of  de lega tes  were pe rm i t t ed  t o  a t t e n d ,  and  64 such de legates  d i d  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e
counc i l .  T h e  number o f  Leagues a t  t h e  t i m e  was 1 5 ,  b u t  t h e  c o u n c i l  welcomed i n t o
membership a  r e c e n t l y  organized league a t  Richmond w i t h  Mrs.  Gurney Mann as p r e s -
i d e n t .

The program o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  concerned i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  problem o f  l i g h t e n i n g  t h e
burden o f  t h e  taxpayer  by  e l i m i n a t i n g  unnecessary expense. M r s .  Dow Harvey
po in ted t o  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  Governmental Economy Committee i n  t h e  educat ion
f i e l d ,  a n d  t h e  sav ings  t h a t  c o u l d  be  e f f e c t e d  b y  b e t t e r  p r a c t i c e s .  P r o f e s s o r
Frank G. Ba tes ,  I .  U . ,  s t r essed  t h e  need f o r  l a r g e r  u n i t s  o f  government and f o r
county r eo rgan i za t i on .

Program

The suggested program f o r  l o c a l  League meet ings,  wh ich  was prepared soon a f t e r
the c o u n c i l  meet ing,  f o l l o w e d  t h e  same genera l  p a t t e r n  b u t  had added a  new f e a t u r e
i n  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  suggested b y  t h e  department chairmen. T h e s e  i nc luded :  a n a l y s i s
of  l o c a l  budgets b y  September 1 ,  t h e  da te  f o r  t h e i r  adop t ion ;  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f
l o c a l  s t a t e  employment o f f i c e s ;  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i e l d ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a  sc rap -
book o f  b e s t  magazine a r t i c l e s  and a  map o f  t h e  wor ld  w i t h  t r o u b l e  cen te rs  i n d i -
cated; a n a l y z i n g  t h e  community work  o f  b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  agencies i n  c h i l d
we l fa re ;  and  d i scuss ing  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups t h e  need f o r  a  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d
marr iage l a w  i n  I n d i a n a .

Personnel Campaign

The b i g  push o f  t h e  yea r  was t h e  personne l  campaign. W i t h  t h e  appointment o f  Mrs .
George Ge l l ho rn  o f  S t .  L o u i s  as  N a t i o n a l  chairman, and Miss Margaret  Denny o f
Ind ianapo l i s  a s  s t a t e  chairman,  t h e  campaign was o f f  t o  a  two  yea r  e f f o r t  t o
arouse t h e  p u b l i c  on  t h e  i s s u e .  S c h o o l s  f o r  speakers on  b e t t e r  government person-
ne l  were h e l d  th roughout  t h e  s t a t e ,  and were based l a r g e l y  on  an  o u t l i n e  prepared
by M iss  Eve lyn  Chambers. S h e  had conducted such a  schoo l  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  which
had tu rned  o u t  t o  be  success fu l .  T h e  o u t l i n e  o f  wh ich was pub l i shed  i n  t h e  Wo-
man Vo t e r.  A f t e r  t h e  schoo ls  were h e l d ,  speakers addressed many meetings o f  a l l
k inds o f  g roups:  women's c l u b s ,  men's  luncheon groups,  chu rch  s o c i e t i e s ,  and
many o t h e r s .

One o f  t h e  most success fu l  under tak ings  o f  t h e  campaign t o  s t i m u l a t e  p u b l i c  i n -
t e r e s t  i n  t h e  problem was a  s logan  con tes t  c a r r i e d  on n a t i o n a l l y .  T h e  winn ing
n a t i o n a l  s logan  " F i n d  t h e  man f o r  t h e  j o b ,  n o t  t h e  j o b  f o r  t h e  man" rece ived  a
great d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  and was used w i d e l y.  I n d i a n a  c a r r i e d  on  i t s  own s logan
campaign and Miss  Denny announced t h a t  Miss  V i r g i n i a  H i l l  o f  Bloomington had won
w i th  t h e  s l ogan ,  " E f f i c i e n c y  depends upon q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  n o t  a f f i l i a t i o n s " .

The campaign rece i ved  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  f rom t h e  p ress ,  s o  much so t h a t
one i s s u e  o f  t h e  Woman Vo t e r  was g i v e n  ove r  t o  e d i t o r i a l  comments. T h e s e  e d i t o r -
i a l s  came f r o m  t h e  South Bend News Times on  " I n f l u e n t i a l  Women"; t h e  Dana News;
the I n d i a n a p o l i s  Newson "Pub l i c  Ca ree rs " ; t he  I n d i a n a p o l i s  S t a r  on  " M e r i t  i n  Pub-
l i c  S e r v i c e " ;  t h e  E v a n s v i l l e  C o u r i e r  Jou rna l ;  t h e  Rochester News S e n t i n e l ;  and t h e
Ind ianapo l i s  Times.
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A P u b l i c  Personnel  Day was h e l d  on  January 2 9 t h ,  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  broadcast  ove r
the NBC network  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  p a r t i e s  organ ized over  t h e  c o u n t r y.  I n d i a n a  was
i n  t h e  f o r e  o f  t h e  e f f o r t .

Indiana Vo te rs  Handbook

In  t h e  m ids t  o f  t h e  campaign, t h e  t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  I nd iana  Vo te rs  Handbook
was pub l i shed ,  b r i n g i n g  u p - t o - d a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  b o o k l e t  a f t e r  t h e  aweep-
ing changes t h a t  had been made by  t h e  preceding two General  Assembl ies.  T h e  book
s t i l l  f i l l e d  a  r e a l  need f o r  f a c t u a l ,  c o n c i s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l
government o f  I n d i a n a  and e l e c t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n .  E a c h  e d i t i o n  had become l a r g e r
and s o l d  w i t h  l e s s  e f f o r t .

Other Involvement

Other i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  League were covered b y  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  Vo t e r.  " I n d i a n a ' s
Tax Prospects f o r  1936"  was t h e  t i t l e  o f  an  a r t i c l e  b y  Mr.  V i r g i l  Sheppard,
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Governmental Research o f  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  Chamber o f
Commerce. H i s  a r t i c l e  mentioned t h e  upswing i n  bus iness c o n d i t i o n s  f r om  t h e  l o w
of  t h e  depress ion and analyzed t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  g ross  income t a x ,  wh ich  had
been enacted b y  t h e  1933 l e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t a x  had been used,
i n  p a r t , t o  pay teachers  s a l a r i e s  i n  l o c a l  communit ies,  and  t h a t  t hese  communit-
ies  were r e c e i v i n g  s t a t e  sha r i ng  o f  o t h e r  t a x e s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  l oad
was s t i l l  onerous.

"Paths t o  Peace" b y  Kathryn  Smi th  p o i n t e d  up  t h e  League's sus ta ined  i n t e r e s t  i n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coopera t ion .  M a u r i c e  E a r l y,  c o l u m n i s t  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  S t a r ,
covered t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  " Inc reased  A i d  t o  Mothers" ,  and  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen
asked i n  an a r t i c l e  about  an  exper iment  i n  personnel  management w i t h i n  t h e  League
i n  deve lop ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  members, " A r e  You P r a c t i c i n g  What We Preach?"

Unexpectedly, t h e  Personnel  Campaign began t o  show t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t s .  T h e  gove r -
nor had appo in ted a  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee t o  d r a f t  app rop r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o
b r ing  I n d i a n a ,  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y.  T h e  committee was charged w i t h  p resen t ing  i t s
proposals t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly, c a l l e d  f o r  March 5 .
Mrs. F rank  Bane, e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Federa l  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Board con-
fe r red  w i t h  t h e  committee and advanced s t r o n g  arguments f o r  secu r i ng  t r a i n e d
workers t o  a d m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l l y , t h e  v a r i o u s  phases o f  t h e  f e d e r a l
program. T h e  League was a c t i v e ,  a l s o ,  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  need f o r  m e r i t  p r o -
v i s ions  t o  make t h e  program acceptable  t o  t h e  Federa l  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Board.
Since t h e  program was based on  f e d e r a l  funds  t o  be  shared w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  and
l o c a l  communit ies.  I n d i a n a  had t o  meet t h e  requi rements  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a w.
The l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  passed b y  t h e  s p e c i a l  sess ion ,  was n o t  v e r y  encouraging,
saying mere ly  t h a t  a l l  employees shou ld  be  se lec ted  on  a  m e r i t  b a s i s .  I t  was,
however, a  beg inn ing  which enabled t h e  League t o  be  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w
thnough, t a k i n g  p l ace  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  months.

1936-38

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

The s t a t e  convent ion  was h e l d  a t  Cu l ve r  on  t h e  shores o f  Lake Maxinkuckee, May
12-13. M r s .  Roscoe Anderson o f  Webster Groves, M i s s o u r i ,  chairman o f  t h e  Depar t -
ment o f  Government and Educat ion,  a t t ended  as  t h e  Na t i ona l  board member. M t s .
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Wal te r  S.  Greenough o f  I nd iana  a t tended a l s o  as  a  N a t i o n a l  board member. M a j o r
Ralph Mowbray o f  Cu lve r  spoke on "Expanding Governmental Func t ions"  a m d  Mr.
Joseph A .  Andrew chal lenged t h e  League a s  exponents o f  t h e  m e r i t  system when he
discussed "Obstac les  t o  be Surmounted i n  Obta in ing  a  M e r i t  System i n  I n d i a n a . "
The c a l l  t o  convent ion  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  League's emphasis b y  say ing  "Come t o  t h e
convent ion t o  f a c e  anew t h e  cha l lenge  t o  us  a s  respons ib le  p a r t i c i p a t o r s  i n  gov -
ernment; t o  renew ou r  f a i t h  i n  an i d e a l  o f  good government which t h e  Personnel
Campaign has f o s t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ;  a n d  t o  cons ide r  new f i e l d s  o f  League
a c t i v i t y .

O f f i c e r s :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  C h a r l e s  E .  C o r y,  L a f a y e t t e
Second V i e e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  E .  Had ley,  Gary
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Thomas D . .Shee r i n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Secretary,  M i ss  Eve lyn  Chambers, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Treasurer,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

D i r e c t o r s :

Mrs. Ra lph  Mowbray, C u l v e r
Mrs. M i l f o r d  M i l l e r ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Dr.  Hedwig S.Kuhn, Hammond
Mrs. Ray Sma l l ,  Hagerstown
Mrs. C la rence  M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mks. Char les  Q. Er i sman,  L a f a y e t t e

Department Chairmen:

Government and
(Ex o f f i c i o

Government and
Government and
Government and
Government and
Government and

Mrs. Dan A l b r e c h t ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. W. W. Gasser,  Gary
Mrs. Donald Coppock, Peru
Mrs. Roa Thompson Ross, Rensselaer
Mrs. F rank  Penne l l ,  Kokomo
Mrs. S .  M.  Compton, South  Bend

I t s  Opera t ion ,  Mrs .  R i c h a r d  E.  Edwards, Peru
-  N a t i o n a l  Chairman, Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s )

Economic We l fa re ,  Mrs .  Ra lph  Mowbray, Cu l ve r
Education, Mrs .  James L .  M u r r a y,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Chi ld  We l fa re ,  Mrs .  C .  T .  Boynton,  E l k h a r t
Legal S ta tus  o f  Women, Mrs .  P a u l  Ford ,  Kokomo
Foreign P o l i c y,  Mrs .  Leonard Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

There were no d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t o r s  o n  t h e  board.  T h e  League recognized o f f i c i a l l y
what had become a  f a c t - - t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was no  l o n g e r  f u n c t i o n i n g .
The program adopted by  t h e  convent ion  was a s  l o n g  as  e v e r,  b u t  i t  had been chang-
ed m a t e r i a l l y  i n  fo rm.  T h e r e  was o n l y  one i t e m  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program, " A
System o f  P u b l i c  Personnel  Management i n  S t a t e  and Loca l  Government". T h e  League,
i n  t h i s  way,  a f f i r m e d  i t s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  personnel  compaign, and t r i e d  aga in  t o
f i n d  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  way t o  phrase an  i t e m  on t h e  m e r i t  system which would n o t
arouse s lumber ing  p red jud i ces  and y e t  would convey t h e i r  meaning.

New Methods

Each department program was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  headings,  i f  t h e r e  were a p p r o p r i -
ate i tems under  t h e  headings.  T h e  headings were:  Con t i nu ing  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,
For Emphasis, and  F o r  S tudy.  T h e  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
express t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  League i n  rega rd  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  which i t  had sponsored,
i n  p r o t e c t i n g  such  l e g i s l a t i o n  f r om  repea l  o r  c r i p p l i n g  amendments, p ropos ing
changes i n  t h e  l aws  when t h e y  f e l t  such changes would be  s t reng then ing ,  and t a k -
ing an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  good a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  emphasis i t e m s  o f  t h e  d e -
partments, t h e  s t a t e  board was au tho r i zed  t o  s e l e c t  s u b j e c t s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e
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ac t ion  i f  i t  so  des i red .  T h e  s tudy  i t ems  were those which  were f e l t  t o  be v i t a l
to  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r,  b u t  upon which t h e  League had t aken  no s tand ,  o r  had n o t
found any s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n .

The C h i l d  Wel fa re  program might  be  taken  as  an  example s i n c e  i t
i s l a t i v e  i t ems  upon which t h e  League had f i r s t  t a k e n  success fu l
Continuing R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were:  coo rd ina ted  systems o f  p u b l i c
hea l th  w i t h  adequate mother ' s  a i d  and p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  m a t e r n i t y,
hygiene; maintenance o f  c h i l d  l a b o r  s tandards ;  and ,  improvement

included t h e  l e g -
ac t ion .  U n d e r
we l fa re  and p u b l i c
in fancy,  and  c h i l d
i n  p roba t i on .

For Emphasis: adop t i on  o f  m e r i t  system i n  S ta te  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  Department and,
extension o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  system as recommended i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commit-
tee on Governmental Economy.

For Study:  governmental  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  j u v e n i l e  de l inquency;  c a r e
o f  dependent c h i l d r e n ;  p r o t e c t i v e  measures f o r  c h i l d r e n  born  o u t  o f  wedlock;
adoption p o l i c i e s ;  a n d ,  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  ca re  o f  p h y s i c a l l y  and men ta l l y  hand i -
capped c h i l d r e n .

Personnel Campaign

In  June o f  1930, Mrs .  R i cha rd  E.  Edwards o f  Peru was appo in ted  t o  t h e  S t a t e  P u b l i c
Welfare Board as  one o f  t h e  Republ ican members b y  Governor McNutt.  S h e  immediate-
l y  i n t e r e s t e d  h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  personnel  problems o f  t h e  department!, and was a p p o i n t -
ed a  member o f  a  committee t o  d r a f t  a  p l a n  f o r  m e r i t  appointment o f  t h e  w e l f a r e
employees. T h e  o t h e r  members were V i r g i l  Sheppard and Mrs.  A .  K .  Z ink , .  b o t h  Wel-
fa re  Department o f f i c i a l s .

At about  t h e  same t i m e ,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  was des ignated
as t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  League o f  Women Vo te rs  on  t h e  committee t o
draw up a  m e r i t  p l a n  f o r  employees o f  t h e  S t a t e  Unemployment Compensation i v i -
s i o n . ,  The o t h e r  members were D r.  R .  C lyde  Whi te ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I .  U .  Bureau o f
Socia l  Research, and  M a r t i n  F.  Ca rpen te r,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  S ta te  Employ-
ment S e r v i c e .  I t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  n o t  be two  m e r i t  p lans  i n  t h e
s ta te  government, s o  b o t h  committees met  t o g e t h e r  and worked o u t  j o i n t  p l a n s .
The cause o f  m e r i t  was s t rengthened b y  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Federa l  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y
Board, wh i ch  had been encouraged t o  i n s i s t  on  secur ing  good personnel ,  a t  l e a s t
p a r t i a l l y ,  t h rough  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League o f  Women Voters  and i t s
Personnel Campaign.

The i n t e r e s t  aroused by  t h e  v igo rous  Personnel  Campaign c a r r i e d  on  by  t h e  Ind iana
League enabled t h e  two  committees t o  secure'  the s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Admin i s t ra -
t i o n  C lea r ing  House t o  made thorough s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  j o b s  o f  b o t h  d i v i s i o n s ,  c l a s s -
i f y  and d e f i n e  them and s e t  up s a l a r y  sca les .  I n  t h e  e n d , t h e i r  r e p o r t  was a c -
cepted by  t h e  boards o f  t h e  two  groups and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was p laced i n  t h e
hands o f  a  personnel  board ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Wel fare
Department, and  t h e  Unemployment Compensation D i v i s i o n  ( l a t e r  known as t h e  Employ-
ment S e c u r i t y  D i v i s i o n ) ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  who was w e l l
versed i n  personnel  work .  A n  opening wedge o f  cons iderab le  s i z e  had been made i n
the patronage concept  which had p r e v a i l e d  i n  I nd iana  t h a t  " t o  t h e  v i c t o r  belonged
the s p o i l s " .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t i v i t y

This success,  however,merely whet ted t h e  League's a p p e t i t e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e
s ta te  s e r v i c e  under  t h e  m e r i t  system. T h e y  immediate ly  began t o  prepare f o r  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e .  M r s .  V i r g i n i a  Mannon, who had become execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  and e d i t o r
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of  t h e  Vo t e r,  superv ised  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  handsome l i t t l e  pamphlet,  "Why We
Need t h e  M e r i t  System",  t o  be  sen t  t o  every  l e g i s l a t o r  and t o  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i d e -
l y .  A  Vo te r  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "On Your  Mark! Ge t  S e t ! "  o u t l i n e d  t h e  o rgan iza -
t i o n ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p lans .  A  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o l i c y  committee was formed, c o n s i s t i n g
of  Mrs .  Char les  E .  C o r y,  L a f a y e t t e ;  Mrs .  Char les  N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown; Mrs .
Thomas D. S h e e r i n  and Miss Eve lyn  Chambers, I n d i a n a p o l i s .  A  l a r g e  I n d i a n a p o l i s
s teer ing  committee was organ ized w i t h  Mrs.  O l i v e r  Greer  as  chairman and Mrs.  John
K. Goodwin as v ice-cha i rman.  C o m m i t t e e  members a t tended a  l e g i s l a t i v e  schoo l
conducted b y  Mrs.  Mannon p r i o r  t o  t h e  General  Assembly.

The board o f  d i r e c t o r s  had dec ided t h a t  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  program were t o
be t h e  personnel  b i l l  and measures t o  sho r ten  t h e  b a l l o t .  T h e  r e s u l t s  were some-
what d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  Among  i t s  successes,  t h e  League again. demonstrated. i t s  a b i l -
i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  which i t  had sponsored i n  t h e  p a s t .  T w o  measures t o
shorten t h e  b a l l o t  passed bo th  houses and were s igned  b y  Governor Townsend. O n e
was a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t o  remove t h e  o f f i c e  o f  S t a t e  Super intendent  o f
Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f rom t h e  b a l l o t  and t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  remove t h e  names o f  t h e
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s  f r o m  t h e  b a l l o t  was needed t o  c l e a r  up a  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l -
t y  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l a w  dea l i ng  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t .  A  s i g n i f i c a n t  advance f o r  t h e
mer i t  system was t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  wh ich  extended i t  t o  t h e  County Wel fare Depar t -
ments.

The m e r i t  b i l l - - a  b i l l  f o r  p l a c i n g  a l l  s t a t e  employees under  a  personnel  d e p a r t -
ment- - r ece i ved  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  and was v igo rous l y '  championed and v i g o r -
ous ly  opposed, b u t  d i d  n o t  even pass t h e  house o f  i t s  o r i g i n .  Two o t h e r  measures
which prov ided f o r  t h e  appointment b y  t h e  Supreme Cour t  Judges o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r
of  t h e  Cour t  and a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t o  remove t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c l e r k  o f
the Supreme Cour t  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  were de fea ted .

Organizat ion

Organizat ion o f  t h e  Logansport  League was completed i n  February  w i t h  Miss Laura
Howe as  p r e s i d e n t .  A s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were Miss  Constance Roach,
organ iza t ion  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, Mrs.  S .  N .  Campbel l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f
the I nd iana  League, Mrs .  R i cha rd  E .  Edwards a n d  Mrs.  Joseph S h i r k  o f  Peru.

One o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  Vo t e r ,  wh ich  showed t h e  s l o w l y  deve lop ing
change i n  League i n t e r e s t ,  was w r i t t e n  b y  Mrs.  E l s e  Dat isman, Economic Wel fare
chairman o f  t h e  Gary League and e n t i t l e d ,  "What Now i n  C o l l e c t i v e  Barga in ing?"

Fol lowing i s  a  q u o t a t i o n  f r om  a  speech g i ven  t o  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League b y  T.  V.
Smith o f  Chicago,  Congressman f r om  I l l i n o i s ,  and  a u t h o r  o f  The Promise o f  Amer i -
can P o l i t i c s .  " C o n s i d e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  League o f  Women Vo te r s .  H e r e  i s  an
organ iza t ion  which  arose f rom t h e  f r a n k  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  b e f o r e  women became
e f f e c t i v e  v o t e r s  t h e y  would have t o  undergo s p e c i a l  t r ea tmen t .  T o  l i f t  t h e i r
s o l i c i t u d e  about  persons above t h e  l e v e l  o f  domest ic  l o v e  and s m a l l -group goss ip ,
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e t  about  d e f i n i t e l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  work .  T o  overcome t h e  d i s p e r -
s ion o f  t hose  whose business i s  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  t h e y  es tab l i shed  t h e  p o l i c y,
long and b e n e f i c i a l l y  ma in ta ined ,  o f  f o c u s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  upon a  v e r y  s m a l l  s e c t o r
o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  B y  s tudy  groups,  b y  po in ted  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b y  w e l l  chosen
speakers, b y  s k i l l f u l l y  conducted d i scuss ions ,  t h e  League has t r a i n e d  a  body o f
c i t i z e n s  i n t o  genuine h a b i t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h e  program i s  o f
weight i n  every  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e i r  vo i ce  i s  heard p e n e t r a t i n g l y  i n  t h e
h a l l s  o f  Congress. "
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Pub l i ca t ions

During t h e  y e a r,  t h e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  I nd iana  Vo te rs  Handbook was s o l d  o u t .  N e w
k i t s ,  one  on  C h i l d  Wel fare  and one on  t h e  s tudy  o f  Taxes,  were prepared b y  t h e
Department chai rmen.  N a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Congressional  News L e t t e r  was be ing  deve lop-
ed t o  f i l l  t h e  demand f o r  up - to - the -m inu te  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  Congress and s e v e r a l
na t i ona l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  a  packet  o n  t h e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  were  p u b l i s h -
ed. T h e  N a t i o n a l  League was exper iment ing  w i t h  t e r s e  inexpens ive  f l y e r s  i n  r e -
sponse t o  a  growing demand f o r  eve ry  member p u b l i c a t i o n s .

1937 S t a t e  Counc i l

The c o u n c i l  meet ing o f  t h e  League was h e l d  i n  E l k h a r t  i n  t h e  League's c l u b  house
on May 18 and 19 .  S p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d  Mr.  R i cha rd  Bunch, D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau o f
Personnel f o r  t h e  I nd iana  Department o f  P u b l i c  Wel fare  and Unemployment Compensa-
t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  S t a t e  Senator  Wa l te r  Beards ley  spoke on  t h e  P a r t y  Patronage System,
and Miss Jane t  Weiss o f  Hammond spoke on  C o l l e c t i v e  Barga in ing .  I n  t h e  announce-
ment o f  t h e  c o u n c i l ,  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  luncheon were f i f t y  c e n t s ;  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r,
$1; f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  de lega tes ,  $ 1 ;  f o r  v i s i t o r s ,  f i f t y  c e n t s .

The d inne r  speaker  was D r.  John  F.  Senning o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nebraska who d i s -
cussed t h e  need f o r  moderniz ing s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  H e  descr ibed  t h e  un i -camera l ,
one house l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o f  Nebraska. A f t e r  h i s  t a l k ,  t h e r e  was a  demonstrat ion o f
the e l e c t r i c  r o l l  c a l l  system t o  t a k e  t h e  vo tes  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n -
stead o f  b y  t h e  p resen t  t ime-consuming method o f  c a l l i n g  names f o r  e v e r y. v o t e .

Mrs. Campbel l ,  s t a t e  League p r e s i d e n t ,  s a i d  t h a t  I n d i a n a  had q u a l i f i e d  unde r  new
standards s e t  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League and were f a r  ahead i n  seve ra l  a c t i v i t i e s
inc lud ing  l e g i s l a t i v e  work,  b u t  were l o w  i n  membership and i n  number o f  Leagues.
The c o u n c i l  vo ted  t o  p lace  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Reforms" on  i t s  program.

Personnel Campaign

Mrs. T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  was appo in ted as  t h e  new chairman o f  t h e
Personnel Campaign. T h e  campaign t o o k  a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  s l a n t  b y  deve lop ing
an every  member p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  "Cons ider  t h e  P a r t y  Patronage System".

I t  was des ignated a s  an  every  member p r o j e c t  and t h i s  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  e v i -
dences t h a t  t h e  League was beg inn ing  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  g i ” i n g  as  many mem-
bers as  p o s s i b l e  d e f i n i t e  w o r k  t o  do .  T h e  Vo t e r  c a r r i e d  t h e  quest ions  f o r  i n t e r -
views w i t h  p r e c i n c t  committeemen and v i c e -committeemen, a s k i n g  about  t h e i r  e x -
periences w i t h  g e t t i n g  j o b s  i n  government f o r  people .  T h e r e  were ques t ions  f o r
the r e s t  o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  answers were s e n t  i n  f o r
a League committee t o  ana lyze.  T h e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  p r e c i n c t  committeemen
could n o t  be  done w i t h o u t  e n l i s t i n g  a  l a r g e  number o f  League women, f o r  t h e y  were
supposed, a s  f a r  as  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e i r  own p r e c i n c t  p a r t y  workers.

Some o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  personnel  campaign o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League were found t o
be: f i v e  s t a t e s - -Maine,  Connec t i cu t ,  Arkansas,  Tennessee, Mich igan  had adopted
thorough-going m e r i t  system laws ;  o t h e r s ,  l i k e  Kentucky,  had s e t  up  p a r t i a l  s y s -
tems. A l m o s t  eve ry  s t a t e  had b y  now, some exper ience i n  s e l e c t i n g  q u a l i f i e d  em-
ployees th rough  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  program w i t h  i t s  f e d e r a l  g ran t s  o f  money
dependent upon acceptab le  s t a t e  p l a n s .
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Pub l ica t ions

The s t a t e  League cont inued i t s  p r a c t i c e  o f  sending o u t  i n c l u s i v e  suggest ions f o r
l o c a l  League programs and a c t i v i t i e s ,  month b y  month. T h e s e  were w i d e l y  used.
Another accepted a c t i v i t y  was t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  Vo te rs  Handbook. T h e
former e d i t i o n  had been s o l d  o u t  comp le te l y  and t h e r e  was a  r e a l  demand f o r  t h e
booklet  f r o m  schoo ls ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  and  t h e  l i k e .  H r s .  V i r g i n i a  Mannon, o f  t h e
o f f i c e  s t a f f ,  d i d  most o f  t h e  work  w i t h  t h e  he lp  o f  Mr.  Char les  Ke t t leborough ,
head o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  L e g i s l a t i v e  Bureau. E a c h  y e a r,  some a d d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  were
added, and  t h e  f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  b rough t  up t o  d a t e  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  changes made
in  t h e  preceding General  Assembly. T h i s  y e a r,  t h e  new m a t e r i a l  concentra ted on
the newly  organ ized Department o f  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f
Cha r i t i es ,  t h e  Unemployment Compensation D i vs i on ,  and  t h e  new Labor D iv i s ion . .

Other A c t i v i t i e s

A county su rvey  con tes t  was h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  year  w i t h  t h e  Leagues competing f o r
the Misener Cup, he ld  by  t h e  Tippecanoe County League. T h e  survey  was based on
the N a t i o n a l  League pamphlet ,  Know Your  County,  and  o n  quest ions  o n  county  gov -
ernment which had been rev i sed  b y  Mrs.  Greenough a s  n a t i o n a l  chairman o f  t h e
Department.

Meetings d u r i n g  t h e  year  were many and v a r i e d .  T h e r e  was a  f a l l  program c o n f e r -
ence a t  C u l v e r,  where t h e  departments had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  over  t h e i r
program i tems and p lans  a t  t h e i r  l e i s u r e .  T h e  n a t i o n a l  convent ion  a t  S t .  L o u i s
was v e r y  w e l l  a t tended  by  I n d i a n a  League members, who f e l t  t h a t  i t  was a  golden
oppor tun i ty  t o  have a  change a t  a  n a t i o n a l  convent ion  s o  near  a t  hand. T h e r e
were o r g a n i z a t i o n  t r i p s ,  program t r i p s ,  and meet ings.

1938-40

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  C la rence  P.  M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

The s t a t e  1938 conven t ion  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  May 17 ,  1 8  and 19 ,  a t  t h e
Ind ianapo l i s  A t h l e t i c  C lub .  O n e  o f  t h e  head l ine  speakers was Lou ise  Leonard
Wr ight ,  n a t i o n a l  chairman o f  t h e  League's f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  department.  M r s .  Wr i g h t
l i v e d  i n  Chicago and had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a  League p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "Toward a  C o l l e c t i v e
Peace System". F e a t u r i n g  Mrs.  W r i g h t  a t  t h e  convent ion  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  growing
concern ove r  t h e  wo r l d  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  cont inued wa r f a re  i n  China and i t s  a t t e n -
dant pe rp l ex i ng  problems i n  rega rd  t o  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l a w  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes .

Other speakers were Mr.  Murray  Seasongood o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h i o ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
Hamilton County Good Government League, gave a  t a l k  on p r o b l e m s  o f  coun ty  gov -
ernment; T .  V.  S m i t h ,  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Senator  and Chicago U n i v e r s i t y  ph i losophy
pro fessor,  who was banquet speaker  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  The Exper t  and t h e  P o l i t i c i a n .
Executive sess ions o f  t h e  s i x  program departments were h e l d ,  a  p r e s i d e n t s '  c o u n -
c i l ,  and " l i t t l e  d i n n e r s "  a t  t h e  homes o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  women.

New O f f i c e r s  a n d  board e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  convent ion  were as  f o l l o w s :

Pres ident ,  M rs .  C larence F.
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .

M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
S. N .  Campbel l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

. Cha r l es  E .  C o r y,  L a f a y e t t e
Thomas K i m b a l l ,  Hammond
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Secretary,  Mrs .  Rex Van T i l b u r y ,  Logansport
Treasurer,  Mrs .  ,Wi l l i am P,  Snethen, I n d i a n a p o l i s

Board Members:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

T. J .  Louden, Bloomington
M i l f o r d  M i l l e r ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Charles N.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
Dorothy Misener,  Mich igan C i t y
Richard Edwards, Pe ru
C. Q .  Er isman,  L a f a y e t t e
Ar thur  B ierhaus,  Vincennes
John K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Thomas D.  Shee r i n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Clyde Jordan,  South Bend
John Herman, F o r t  Wayne

The f o l l o w i n g  program department chairmen

Mrs.
Mrs.
?qrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

David R u s s e l l ,  E l k h a r t
Leon Snyder,  Gary
J. P.  P e n n e l l ,  Kokomo
Joseph S h i r k ,  Pe ru
W. C .  Denn is ,  Richmond
Oscar Strom, Hobar t
Herbert K e l l e r ,  Cu l ve r
Walter S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Joseph G r a f f i s ,  Loganspor t
John H ickey,  Te r r e  Haute
C. A .  Corns ,  Jasper  County

were appointed b y

Child, Wel fare  -  Mrs.  Dav id  N.  B u r r u s ,  J r . ,  Hammond
Economic We l fa re -  Mrs.. Don Datisman, Gary
Education -  Mrs.  James L .  Mu r ray,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Legal S ta tus  -  Mrs.  P a u l  V.  F o r d ,  Kokomo
Foreign P o l i c y  -  Mrs.  Leonard A .  S m i t h ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Government Operat ion  -  Mrs.  L e s t e r  Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Mrs. M e r r e l l :

The l a r g e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  League t o  i n c l u d e  one
representa t ive  f r o m  each League on  t h e  board ,  g i v i n g  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues t h e  oppor -
t u n i t y  t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own rep resen ta t i ves  even though t h e y  were a l ready  r e p r e -
sented by  an  o f f i c e r  o r  committee chairman.

Miss Mary S i n c l a i r, w h o  had become e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r  i n  November o f  1937, c o n t i n -
ued as  e d i t o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  o t h e r  d u t i e s .  T h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  plunged
i n t o  two major  a c t i v i t i e s ,  namely,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  urogram o f  t h e  League and t h e
expansion campaign f o r  League g rowth ,  i n i t i a t e d  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, under
the d i r e c t i o n  o f  Miss  Marguer i te  We l l s ,  p r e s i d e n t .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t i v i t y

The l e g i s l a t i v e  work was v e r y  heavy,  w i t h  t h e  League pushing f o r  a c t i o n  on  seve r -
a l  f r o n t s .  P r o p o s e d  m e r i t  b i l l s , w e n t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  ever  be fo re .  T h e  House o f
Representatives passed t h e  League's b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  m e r i t  system f o r
a l l  employees. T h e  Senate t o o k  a c t i o n  on a  s i m i l a r  b i l l ,  wh i ch  rece ived  a  ma jo r -
i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e s ,  b u t  n o t  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a j o r i t y.  E l o q u e n t  and i n t e l l i g e n t
t a l k s  f o r  t h e  m e r i t  system were made i n  b o t h  houses. T h e  d i l l i g e n t  work o f  t h e
League i n  sponsor ing m e r i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  seemed t o  be  pay ing  o f f ,  w i t h  u l t i m a t e
success i n  s i g h t .

Amendments t o  t h e  marr iage l a w,  l o n g  supported b y  t h e  League, were secured.  T h e y
included mandatory b lood  t e s t s  performed i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  t h e  Ind iana  S t a t e
Board o f  Hea l t h  o r  an  approved l a b o r a t o r y.  T h e  b lood  specimen and t h e  l a b o r a -
t o r y  r e p o r t  were t o  be  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  t h e  U. S .  m a i l s ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  an  automa-
t i c  w a i t i n g  pe r i od  between t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h e  issuance o f  t h e  l i c e n s e .  T h i s
was a  c a r r y - through f r om. the  1933 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  when t h e  League in t roduced  a  b i l l
which would have p rov ided  a  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  issuance o f  marr iage l i c e n s e s .
The League was unsuccessfu l  t h e n ,  b u t  a s  was s o  o f t e n  t h e  case,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n
f i n a l l y  caught  up  w i t h  t h e  League, and s i x  years  l a t e r ,  because o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t
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of many d i f f e r e n t  peop le ,  a n  even b e t t e r  measure was r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  secure .

The same s t o r y  was t r u e  o f  t h e  b i l l  wh ich  p rov ided  c e n t r a l  coun t ing  o f  b a l l o t s
in  p r imary  e l e c t i o n s  i n  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  second c l a s s .  I t  was f i r s t  i n -
troduced i n  1935, was o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League, b u t  a g a i n  t h e
League was ahead o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  and i t  t o o k  f o u r  yea rs  b e f o r e  i t  was passed i n  t h e
General Assembly o f  1939.

A food  and d rug  b i l l  a l s o  passed w i t h  League suppor t .  I t  was a  f u r t h e r  implemen-
t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o o d  and d rug  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  sponsored b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League, i n
tha t  i t  was a  model b i l l  prepared b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
f o r  passage b y  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  a n d  t o o k  ca re  o f  f o o d  and drugs s o l d  o n l y  i n
i n t r a s t a t e  commerce n o t  covered b y  t h e  new l aw.

The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t o  remove t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  C o n s t i t u t i o n
prov id ing  t h a t  t h e  Super intendent  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  shou ld  be e l e c t e d  every
two yea rs  was n o t  s o  f o r t u n a t e .  I t  was up  f o r  second and f i n a l  a c t i o n  b y  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  be fo re  be ing  submi t ted  t o  a  referendum o f  t h e  v o t e r s .  T h e  League had
learned b y  now, t h a t  i t  was n o t  t o o  ha rd  t o  pass a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t h e
f i r s t  t i m e ,  b u t  t h a t  when i t  came t o  t h e  succeeding General  Assembly, i t  had much
rougher s l edd ing .  I t  d i d  r e c e i v e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e s ,  b u t  never  a  c o n s t i t u -
t i o n a l  m a j o r i t y.  I t  would seem t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  were w i l l i n g  t o  be  o b l i g i n g
as l o n g  as  t h e i r  a c t i o n  was n o t  f i n a l ,  b u t  when i t  came t o  t h e  d e c i s i v e  v o t e ,  t h e y
backed away. T h e r e  was ano ther  c o n t r i b u t i n g  cause f o r  t h e  de fea t  o f  t h i s  amend-
ment. T h e  ques t ions  were n a t u r a l l y  asked about  how t h e  Super intendent  was t o  be
secured- - b y  appointment o f  t h e  governor  o r  b y  t h e  Board o f  Educat ion- -and would
t h i s  ensure a - b e t t e r  t y p e  o f  Super in tendent ,  and cou ld  t h e r e  be any assurance o f
job  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  f o u r  years? I t  posed t h e  e t e r n a l  problem
of how t o  secure q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  t o  do  impor tan t  governmental  j o b s .

Several s m a l l  b i l l s  approved by  t h e  League i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  and
e l e c t i o n  laws passed.

Organizat ion

I t  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  League was v e r y  much depar tmenta l ized.
Each o f  t h e  s i x  departments had n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  and wherever p o s s i b l e ,  l o c a l  c h a i r -
man; t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  committees who s t u d i e d  t h e  i t ems  on  t h e  program and who were
depended upon t o  p resen t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  t h e i r  l o c a l  Leagues. C o r r e s p o n -
dence, l i t e r a t u r e ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  were funne led  down t h e  department channels.
The p res iden ts  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  Leagues rece i ved  cop ies ,  o f  course ,  b u t  t o
a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  each  department was a  s e l f  conta ined u n i t  i n  t h e  League. T h i s
tended t o  make c e r t a i n  members v e r y  knowledgeable about  t h e i r  own s u b j e c t s ,  b u t
w i t h  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g rasp  t h e  i ssues  o f  o t h e r  departments.  I t  tended t o
develop expe r t s  who were f a r  ahead o f  new members, and  who had d i f f i c u l t y  a d a p t i n g
t h e i r  committee work  t o  t h e  nov ices .  T h e  League was posed w i t h  t h e  ques t ion ,
Should i t  con t i nue  t o  develop e x p e r t  and respons ib le  women c i t i z e n s  i n  f a i r l y
l i m i t e d  numbers o r  shou ld  i t  s o  mod i fy  i t s  program t h a t  many more women were
a t t r ac ted  t o  and c o u l d  understand t h e  League?

Expanded Hor izons

The ques t ion  was sharpened and made u rgen t  b y  t h e  w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  i n c r e a s -
ing t e n s i o n  i n  Europe was t i g h t e n e d  b y  t h e  Munich f i a s c o .  T h e  debatea i n  t h e
smal ler  European c o u n t r i e s  and among many people centered  about  whether  t o  accept
the Naz i  o r  F a s c i s t  f o rm  o f  government o r  t u r n  t o  Communism. T h e  League f e l t  t h a t
the case f o r  t h e  Democrat ic f o rm  was be ing  made f e e b l y  o r  n o t  a t  a l l .  T h e y  f e l t
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that the  t ime had some f o r  a  reaf f i rmat ion  o f  f a i t h  i n  the  personal l i b e r t y  and
Individual i n i t i a t i v e  enjoyed by c i t i zens  o f  t h e  United States.

To aacomplish these ends, a n  Expansion Campaign was launched. I n  Indiana,  Mrs.
Mark Ferree was made the  chairman. P a r t  o f  the  campaign--as a  matter o f  f a c t ,
the dominant p a r t --was t o  secure much b e t t e r  f inancing f o r  the  l o c a l  Leagues.
The core o f  the  e f f o r t  was t o  use t h i s  money.to secure more members, t o  have a
dynamic program f o r  the  b e t t e r  understanding and more f a i t h  i n  our own form o f .
government. Some o f  the  pamphlets; i n  addi t ion t o  t h e  elaborate helps on secur-
ing League donors, demonstrate t h e  new approach: By the  Consent o f  t h e  Governed,
The A.B.C. o f  t h e  U.S .A. ,  The Member Approach, took  t h e i r  places wi th ,  The
Neutra l i ty  Act ,  The Federal  Mer i t  System, The Nat ional  Labor Relations Act .  T h e
Indiana League had been publishing f o r  some t ime an. Explanat ion o f  the  Program
of Work, and they now cast about f o r  ways t o  emphasize t h e  points l o c a l l y  t h a t
were made by the  new nat ional  publ icat ions.

1939 S ta te  Council

Just a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  counci l  meeting was he ld  i n  Lafayet te ,  May 11 and 12 .
Miss Marguerite Wel ls ,  Nat ional  president ,  presented t h e  expansion campaign t o
a large luncheon meeting. T h e  r e s t  o f  the  counci l  was taken up wi th  discussion
of how t o  implement the  campaign and program conferences.

In November, a  l a rge  dinner was he ld  i n  Indianapolis f o r  the  expansion program,
with the  cent ra l  theme, "The Making o f  Publ ic  Opinion i n  a  Democracy". M r . '
Isaac F.  Marcosson, w r i t e r  on world a f f a i r s  was the  headline speaker. M r .
Stephen Noland, e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Indianapolis News and Mr.  G i l b e r t  Forbes o f  S t a -
tion WFBM, gave the  Indiana angles. M r s .  George Gellhorn o f  S t .  Louis ,  t o l d  the
story o f  the  expansion campaign and what t h e  League hoped t o  accomplish by i t .

By March, Mrs.  F e r r e  reported an expanded o f f i c e  and fo rce  wi th  more room i n
headquarters, Mrs.  V i r g i n i a  Mannon returned t o  the  League o f f i c e  w i t h ,  a t  l a s t ,
the assistance o f  a  stenographer, someone capable o f  mimeographing the  increas-
ing supply o f  League s ta te  mater ia l ,  Miss Maxine M i l l e r .

The a r t i c l e s  i n  the  Voter  re f lec ted  t h e  growing concern wi th  in ternat iona l  a f - -
fa i rs  f e l t  genera l ly.  " T h e  League Posit ion on Neut ra l i t y  Proposals", " Ind iana
and the  Trade Agreements Program" were two long and thoughtful  a r t i c l e s .

1940-42

President, Mrs.  Clarence F.  M e r r e l l ,  Indianapol is

The 1940 convention o f  the  League was held on the  campus o f  Indiana Universi ty  a t
Bloomington, May 15-17.  T h e  delegates were given. the p r i v i l ege  o f  staying i n
Sycamore H a l l ,  t h e  newly completed residence h a l l  f o r  women. M r s  R a l e i g h  W.
Holmstedt, president o f  t h e  Bloomington League, was chairman o f  the  l o c a l  a r -
rangements. T h e  program featured Mrs. Marion Cheek, NatiOnal  League chairman o f
Economic Welfare,  whose subject was " I n t e r s t a t e  Trade Barr iers" .  C l i f t o n  M.
Utley,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Chicago Council on Foreign Relat ions,  was the  dinner
speaker; D r .  Roy V.  P e e l  spoke on "More Democracy a t  t h e  Crossroads"; Wi l l i am
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H. Book ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s  Chamber o f  Commerce, o n  " Improv ing  Township R e l i e f  Adm-
i n i s t r a t i o n " ;  and D r.  F o r d  P.  H a l l ,  head o f  t h e  Department o f  Government a t  I n d i -
ana U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  se r v i ng  as  chairman f o r  t h e  j o i n t  committee o f
Pub l i c  We l fa re  and Unemployment Compensation, o n  "Newest P r a c t i c e s  i n  Obta in ing
Q u a l i f i e d  Personne l  i n  Government Se rv i ce .

A new League i n  East  Chicago was organ ized j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  be  announced t o  t h e
convent ion. The  r e v i s e d  Vo te rs  Handbook, b y  reason o f  l a s t  m inu te  i n t e n s i v e  work ,
a l so  made i t s  i n i t i a l  appearance a t  t h e  convent ion .

The delegates r e a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  Expansion Campaign,
and t o o k  s teps  t o  mod i fy  t h e  s t a t e  program t o  conform w i t h  t h e  changes made i n
the  n a t i o n a l  program a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  convent ion  j u s t  preced ing t h e  s t a t e  meet ing.
The Ch i l d  We l fa re  Department was changed t o  S o c i a l  Wel fa re  and t h e  Lega l  S ta tus
o f  Women was d i scon t i nued ,  w i t h  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  i t e m s  ass igned t o  o t h e r  d e p a r t -
ments. T h i s  was t h e  g r a t i f y i n g  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  work  done b y  t h e  League and o t h e r
women's groups t o  remove many o f  t h e  l e g a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s  aga ins t  women t h a t
were i n  e f f e c t  g e n e r a l l y  when women were g i v e n  t h e  v o t e .

Bols tered b y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a n  I nd iana  M e r i t  System Assoc ia t i on ,  composed
o f  many l a r g e  s t a t e - w i d e  o rgan i za t i ons  t o  push f o r  t h e  m e r i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  so
s t e a d f a s t l y  advocated b y  t h e  League, i t  was dec ided t o  make an  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  i n
the  1941 sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly.

The convent ion s e l e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  coming two  yea rs :

Pres ident ,  M rs .  C la rence  F.  M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  A .  L .  Spohn, Hammond
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  A l l e n  C. G .  M i t c h e l l ,  Bloomington
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Cha r l es  E .  Shambaugh, L a f a y e t t e
Secretary,  M r s .  Norman Johanning,  Richmond
Treasurer,  M r s .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

D i r e c t o r s :

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss

Robert Rossow, C u l v e r
John K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Rex Van T i l b u r y ,  Loganspor t
J. J .  D e t z l e r ,  Sou th  Bend
A l len  Loomis,  E l k h a r t
Blanche M e r r y,  Jaspe r  County

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs,

R. L .  Beck ,  Mich igan C i t y
John Penne l l ,  Kokomo
T. O .  F e r k i n h o f f ,  Hobar t
John H ickey,  Te r r e  Haute
James W. B e l l ,  E v a n s v i l l e
Joseph S h i r k ,  Peru

In  a d d i t i o n ,  each  League n o t  represented on  t h e  board ,  e l e c t e d  a  board r e p r e -
sen ta t i ve .  M r s .  M e r r e l l  appo in ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  chairman t o  t h e  board :

Mrs. Cha r l es  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown and Mrs.  R .  M.  S t a n d l e y  o f  Gary
Government and I t s  Opera t ion  -  Mrs.  L e s t e r  Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Government and Economic Wel fa re  -  Mrs.  Don Datisman, Gary
Government and Fore ign  P o l i c y  -  Mrs.  Leonard Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Government and Educat ion -  Mrs .  Bawden
Expansion Campaign -  Mrs.  Mark  Fe r ree ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
L e g i s l a t i v e  -  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S.  Greenough
Legal S t a t u s  A d v i s o r  -  Mrs.  S .  N .  Campbel l

With such a  l a r g e  board ,  i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  necessary t o  have f r equen t  meet-
ings o f  a  s m a l l  execu t i ve  board .  T h e r e  was growing  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  u n -
w ie ldy  s i z e  o f  t h e  board ,  and  t h e  we igh t  o f  t h e  recommendations o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l
League f o r  a  s m a l l  respons ib le  board  was be ing  f e l t .  T h e r e  was no  a c t i o n  t o
change a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  however.
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Quest ionaires t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  candidates

The League immediate ly  plunged- i n t o  t h e  work o f  p repa r ing  and comp i l i ng  q u e s t i o n -
a i res  t o - t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  B y  t h i s  t i m e , - i t . w a s  recognized procedure f o r  t h e  l o c a l
Leagues t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e i r  l o c a l  candidates  on  the ,ques t i ons  asked by  t h e . L e a u e s ,
usua l l y  t o  h o l d  candidates meet ings and i n  many ways, a c q u a i n t . b o t h  t h e  candidates
and t h e  p u b l i c  on  t h e  i ssues  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  asked was, "Would-you
favor  t h e  ex tens ion  o f  t h e  m e r i t  system i n  Ind iana?"  T h e  r e p l i e s  were 111 unqua l -
i f i e d  " y e s " ;  1 5  q u a l i f i e d  " y e s " ;  and  one u n q u a l i f i e d  " n o " .  T h e  ques t ion  on  r e l i e f
drew mixed answers. " D o  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  township a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  r e -
l i e f  i s  t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  sys tem?"  N i n e t y  percent  o f  t h e  candidates f avo red
adequate app rop r i a t i ons  f o r  t h e  School  Attendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w.  S i n c e  t h e
commission mandated by  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  s tudy  t h e  problem o f  p e r m i t t i n g
Indiana C i t i e s ,  i f  t h e y  choose, t o  adopt  t h e  c i t y  manager f o r m  o f  government had
reported t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  governor,  t h e  League asked t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  " I f  you r
c i t y  o r  county  wished t o  have a  manager f o rm  o f  government, d o  you  t h i n k  i t  shou ld
be a l lowed t o  do  so?"  A b o u t  n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  answered a f f i r m a t i v e l y  f o r  c i t -
i e s ,  a  cons iderab le  number s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  approve t h e  c i t y,manager
p lan ,  would  work  aga ins t  i t  i n  t h e i r  own communit ies, b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c i t i z e n s
should have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  approve i t  i f  t h e y  so  d e s i r e d .

The League appeared be fo re  t h e  p l a t f o r m  committees o f  b o t h  major  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t -
ies  ask ing  f o r  p lanks  endors ing " a  system, o f  p u b l i c  personnel  management i n . t h e .
s ta te  government, w i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on  q u a l i f i e d  employees i n  t h e  pena l ,  c o r -
r e c t i o n a l  and benevolent  i n s t i t u t i o n s " .  T h e s e  t h e y  secured.

1941 General  Assembly

Passage o f  t h e  m e r i t  b i l l  was t h e  p r imary  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r i umph- - a  t r iumph achieved
only  a f t e r  s i x  years  o f  ha rd  work  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  League, and  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n a
Mer i t  System Assoc ia t ion '  g i v i n g  i n v a l u a b l e  ass i s tance  and s t r e n g t h .  . M r .  W i l l i a m
J. S t o u t  was chairman,  and  Mrs.  Wa l t e r  Greenough, v i ce -cha i rman.  M i s s  Mary S i n -
c l a i r ,  t h e  League l e g i s l a t i v e  chairman se rv ing  as  s e c r e t a r y  and l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a i r -
man o f  t h e  new o rgan i za t i on .  T h e r e  were two c r i s e s .  O n e  occurred when t h e  Amer-
ican Legion sponsored a  veterans  p re fe rence  amendment t o  t h e  b i l l .  A  compromise
proposal was f i n a l l y  accepted .  T h e  o t h e r  c r i s i s  came when t h e  governor,  who was
of  t h e  oppos i te  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f r om bo th  houses o f  t h e  General  Assembly, o b j e c t -
ed s t r o n g l y  t o  t h e  method by  which t h e  m e r i t  board was t o  be  appointed- - two  b y.
the governor and two b y  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.  T h i s  method o f  appointment was
a change f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  and was i n  con fo rm i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  reo rgan i za -
t i o n  measures sponsored b y  t h e  dominant p a r t y  i n  t h e  General  Assembly. H e  a l lowed
the b i l l  t o  become a  l aw  w i t h o u t  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .

The amendment p r o v i d i n g  f o r  c i t y  manager f o rm  o f  government, i f  s o  des i red  b y  t h e
c i t i e s ,  passed i n  an amended and shor tened v e r s i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  had been taken
i n  t h e  l o n g  amending process p rov ided  b y  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

Other b i l l s  i n  which t h e  League had an  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  League's a l l -
out l e g i s l a t i v e  work  were repo r ted  i n  t h e  League's l e g i s l a t i v e  l e t t e r s .  T h e s e
l e t t e r s  had become one o f  t h e  s tandard  t o o l s  o f  League work.  T h e y  were s e n t  t o
the l o c a l  Leagues each week, supplemented b y  emergency c a l l s  f o r  a c t i o n ,  o f  course .
The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  School  At tendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w  was secured,  b u t  t h e
law i t s e l f  was amended t o  exc lude newspaper c a r r i e r s  f r o m  c e r t a i n  p h y s i c a l  exam-
ina t ions  and work ing hour  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O n c e  more an  amendment t o  t h e  s t a t e  Con-
s t i t u t i o n  removing t he  Superintendent o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f r om t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n
was passed. I t  was pushed b y  t h e  s t a t e  t e a c h e r ' s  g roups ,  and approved b y  t h e
League.
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War Clouds

As t h e  c louds  o f  war  gathered o v e r  Europe i n  1941, t h e  League n a t i o n a l l y  saw t h e
need f o r  a rous ing  c i t i z e n s  t o  t h e  problems o f  defense.  T h e y  began by  deve lop ing
new m a t e r i a l  f o r  use b y  League members. T h e s e  were qu izzes  o n  C i v i l  L i b e r t y  and
Democracy; Ta x a t i o n ,  1942 and A f t e r ;  P r i c e s  and I n f l a t i o n ;  S t r i k e s  and t h e  C i t i -
zen; Housing and Defense; Schoo l  Defenses i n  Defense Areas ;  t h e  Americas and
Defense.

During t h e  summer as  c o n d i t i o n s  worsened, t h e  League under took a  campaign on a
n a t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  c a l l i n g  i t ,  The B a t t l e  o f  Produc t ion .  F o u r  e d i t i o n s  o f  a  bas i c
pamphlet on  t h e  " B a t t l e  o f  P roduc t i on "  were issued w i t h  a  qu i zz  t o  be used by
discuss ion groups.  M i l l i o n s  o f  f l y e r s  w e r e  used a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y,  passed o u t
from door t o  d o o r,  o n  s t r e e t  c o r n e r s ,  i n  meet ings.  W i d e  use o f  p ress ,  r a d i o ,  and
speakers bureaus brought  "The B a t t l e  o f  P roduc t ion"  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Amer-
ican people.

With a l l  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  t h e  I n d i a n a  League cooperated f u l l y .  T h e i r  speaker 's  b u r -
eau i n  t h e  s t a t e  League was v e r y  a c t i v e ,  f i l l i n g  engagements t o  t a l k  t o  a  wide
v a r i e t y  o f  c l u b s ,  b o t h  men and women's c l u b s .  T h e  f l y e r  was  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r om door
to doo r  b y  teams o f  League members. G r o c e r y  men cooperated b y  p u t t i n g  a  f l y e r
i n  each basket  ( t h e s e  were t h e  days o f  g roce ry  d e l i v e r i e s ) ,  u t i l i t i e s  enclosed i t
w i t h  monthly b i l l s ,  defense p l a n t s  enc losed i t  i n  pay envelopes.  A  c a r  s t i c k e r
was designed and w i d e l y  used. L e a g u e  members organized -discussion groups i n
neighborhoods, wh i ch  meant t h a t  l e a d e r s  had t o  be  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  use o f  t h e  q u i z z .
The newspaper suppor t  was tremendous, w i t h  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  news
a r t i c l e s  appear ing  r e g u l a r l y.

War becomes a  r e a l i t y

Then came P e a r l  Harbor  i n  December o f  1941,  and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was i n  t h e  war.
Immediately a f t e r  t h e  Japanese a t t a c k ,  Germany dec lared war  on  t h e  Uni ted  S ta tes .
This was a  n a t i o n a l  c r i s i s  which t h e  League, w i t h  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r - c i t i z e n s ,  had
earnes t l y  hoped t o  avo id .  I n  January o f  1942, t h e  N a t i o n a l  League c a l l e d  t h e
n a t i o n a l  c o u n c i l  i n  sess ion a t  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  t o  eva lua te  t h e  usefu lness  o f  t h e
League i n  war t ime.  T h i s  was t h e  t i m e  f o r  d e c i s i o n .  S h o u l d  t h e  League con t inue  t o
e x i s t  o r  f u n n e l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  members i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  war t ime serv ices?
The c o u n c i l  answered t h e  ques t i on  a f t e r  se r i ous  debate w i t h  t h e  s ta tement :  "The
League l ooks  t o  i t s e l f  and asks n o t  j u s t  what i t  may do b e t t e r  o r  d i f f e r e n t l y ,
but asks whether  i t  s h a l l  con t inue  t o  e x i s t .  H a s  i t  a  reason f o r  be ing ,  s u f f i -
c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  i t  i n  t imes  when eve ry  non- e s s e n t i a l  commodity and a c t i v i t y  i s
being s a c r i f i c e d ?  A p p r o a c h i n g  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  mood, t h e  League Counc i l
votes unanimous c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  i f  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  hav ing t h e  purpose o f  t h e
League o f  Women Vo te rs  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  t o d a y,  i t  shou ld  be c rea ted - - t h a t  no  g r a n t
o f  execu t i ve  power i n  a  war emergency, however g r e a t ,  l essens  t h e  importance o f
an a l e r t ,  unders tand ing ,  c r i t i c a l  body o f  c i t i z e n s  a c t i v e  con t i nuous l y  i n  r e l a -
t i o n  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  government. W i t h o u t  t h i s  t h e  peop le  would become
passive and democracy a t  i t s  v e r y  r o o t s ,  wou ld  d i e . "

Consequently, t h e  League i n t e n s i f i e d  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  problems o f  t h e
war,  t o  develop e f f e c t i v e  e a s i l y  read  f l y e r s  p r e s e n t i n g  these  problems and necess-
i t i e s ,  and  t o  dev i se  means t o  reach  more and more people.

In  q u i c k  o rde r  came, T h i s  i s  Ra t i on i ng ;  Brakes on  I n f l a t i o n ;  F o r c e d  Savings;
Bigger Taxes a r e  B e t t e r  Taxes;  and  Why Buy War Bonds. T h e s e  were s i n g l e  sheets ,
present ing some o f  t h e  k n o t t i e s t  war  t i m e  i ssues  s u c c i n c t l y  and impersona l l y.
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The Indiana League cooperated f u l l y  wi th  the  nat iena l  organization i n  using these
broadsides. Thousands were d is t r ibuted  and made.tbe,basis f o r  discussion, groups
and ind iv idua l  conversations.

O!f ice changes. M a r y  S i n c l a i r,  League secretary and d i r e t t o r  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
work, l e f t  t o  take  a  posi t ion wi th  the  Advisory Defense Council o f  Indiana.  S h e
became deeply involved i n  the  war e f f o r t  and eventual ly  was sent  t o  England.
Dorothy Gardner became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo te r,  which was reduced t o  one page as an
economy measure. I r e n e  Sweeney Joined the  League s t a f f  as  a  f i e l d  worker and
organizer. W i t h  her  he lp ,  t h e  new League i n  Marion became a  r e a l i t y ,  w i t h  Mrs.
Drysdale Brannon as president.

1942-44

President, Mrs. John K. Goodwin, Indianapol is

The 19th  Convention

The s t a t e  convention was he ld  a t  t h e  Indiana State  Teachers College a t  Te r r e
Haute, May 13 and 14 ,  1942.  T h e  Wartime Service o f  the  League was emphasized
in the  repor t  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r,  Mrs. Richard Edwards o f  Peru, which showed t h e
number o f  broadsides d is t r ibu ted ,  t h e  l a t t e r  f i g u r e  being 85,000.  T h e  convention
passed a  resolut ion t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  League conduct a  vigorous summer cam-
paign t o  r e l a t e  l o c a l  government t o  t h e  necessit ies o f  wartime; f i g h t i n g  i n e f f i -
ciency, g r a f t  and extravagance by de ta i led  scrut iny  and t h e  spreading o f  inform-
ation on such impending a c t i v i t i e s  o f  government as  assessments, budgets, taxes
and services.  I n  l i n e  w i th  t h i s  proposal,  t h e  League stated i n  the  proposed
program f o r  ' 4 2  and'43,  t h a t  a t ten t ion  would be focused on the proper f inancing
and e f f i c i e n t  administrat ion o f  t h e  permanent necessary a c t i v i t i e s  o f  govern-
ment, and the  curtai lment o f  non-essent ia l  expenditures and unnecessary func-
tions and personnel.

The adopted program was as  fo l lows:
1. Permanent reg is t ra t ion  o f  voters
2. Marr iage l icense law
3. S t a t e  and l o c a l  administrat ion o f  t h e  Socia l  Securi ty  Act
4. S t a t e  Personnel Act

Explanation o f  these items s ta ted  t h a t  the  League had In .  the past been i n s t r u -
mental i n  securing passage o f  these measures and, there fore  was responsible f o r
protecting them against a t tack  and scrut in iz ing  t h e i r  administrat ion.

Active program:
1. Extension o f  t h e  mer i t  system i n  Indiana
2. Reinstatement o f  adequate appropriations f o r  e f f e c t i v e  administrat ion

of t h e  School Attendance-Chi ld Labor law.
3. Support o f  const i tu t iona l  amendment permit t ing the  manager p lan  f o r

local  un i ts  o f  government.
4. Reform o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  procedure
5. Improving machinery o f  e lect ions
6. Protect ive  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  chi ldren
7. Opposition t o  i n t e r s t a t e  t rade  bar r ie rs
8. An enabling ac t  permit t ing non-prof i t  hosp i ta l i za t ion  insurance
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Mrs. W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen gave t h e  annua l  t r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t .  I t  showed, a s  usua l
w i t h  t h e  League, a  sma l l  ba lance o f  $85 w i t h  t o t a l  expendi tures  d u r i n g  t h e  yea r
o f  $11,102. .  T h e  s p e c i a l  g i f t  r e p o r t  showed t h a t  92  shares o f  Standard O i l  o f
New Jersey had been g i ven  t h e  League by  Mrs.  Cha r l es  Te e t o r  o f  Hagerstown, i n
add i t i on  t o  h e r  customary generous and c o n s i s t e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  League
work . .  A  c l e v e r  headquarters r e p o r t  b y  Maxine M i l l e r ,  and  an  "Uncensored Repor t
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Convent ion" added s p r i t e l y  touches.  T h e  banquet speaker was D t .
John K.  Langum o f  t h e  Federa l  Reserve Bank, whose s u b j e c t  was " S p r i a l s  and t h e i r
Con t ro l " .  T h e  second o u t s i d e  speaker was John P.  Sembower, D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c
Relat ions o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  S t a t e  Teachers Co l l ege ,  whose s u b j e c t  was, " P u b l i c
Rela t ions A r e n ' t  I n c i d e n t a l " .

Mrs. Ted P l imp ton ,  E a s t  Chicago Mrs. Otto F i f i e l d ,  Crown P o i n t
Mrs. Charles N .  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown Mrs. Robert.Rossow, C u l v e r
Mrs. Fred Breng le ,  Te r r e  Haute Mrs. Wi l l i am H i l l i k e r ,  P o r t e r -Chester ton
Mrs. Delbrook L ich tenberg ,  Hagerstown Mrs. Leonard Ko lb ,  Pe ru
Mrs. Robert Ryan, Te r r e  Haute Mrs. Thomas Sheer in ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Richard'E.  Edwards, Pe ru

The o f f i c e r s  w e r e :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  John  K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  A l l e n  M i t c h e l l ,  B loomington
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  C la rence  F.  M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Third V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Roy  Gibbons, Hammond
Treasurer,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Secretary,  Mrs .  Hans Reimer,  M ich igan  C i t y

D i rec to r s :

Ex o f f i c i o ,  M r s .  Leonard Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  new ly  appoin ted n a t i o n a l  chairman
o f  t h e  Department o f  Government and Fore ign  P o l i c y

The new o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  f aced  a  busy.yea r.  I n  May o f  1942,  I n d i a n a  h e l d
a p r imary  e l e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  League i ssued  two  penny sheets  o f  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a -
t i o n ,  wh ich  were w i d e l y  used. T h e y  were " Vo t i n g  i s  E s p e c i a l l y  Impor tan t  i n
Wartime", w h i c h  gave i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and p o i n t e d  o u t  how a  s o l d i e r
could vo te  b y  absent  b a l l o t  i f  he  was r e g i s t e r e d .  A  companion penny shee t ,  "Why,
Where, When and How" o f  v o t i n g  was i ssued .  B e f o r e  t h e  November e l e c t i o n ,  a n
even b r i e f e r  f l y e r  was  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e ,  c a l l e d  "Suppose You Could Not  Vo t e " .

In  t h e  summer o f  1942,  t h e  I n d i a n a  League t o o k  p a r t  i n  a  na t ion -w ide  campaign
on taxes .  A n o t h e r  f l y e r  f o r  f r e e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  was i s s u e d ,  "Ahe  You A f r a i d  t o
Pay Your  Taxes?" T h e  N a t i o n a l  League cont inued  t o  p r o v i d e  broadsides on  "OPA -
Cheap a t  t h e  P r i c e " ,  " N e x t  Ye a r ' s  Taxes -  W i l l  They Be Adequate?", "The  Next
Congress -  Most Impor tan t  i n  U. S .  H i s t o r y " ,  and  "Manpower- A B i rdseye View" .

Wartime changes. A l l  o f  t hese  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  changes t h a t  had come about  because
of  t h e  war.  N o  l onge r  was t h e r e  a  depress ion a n d  w ide  unemployment. Q u i c k l y ,
the problem had s h i f t e d  t o  a  shor tage o f  manpower w i t h  m o b i l i z a t i o n  t h e  o r d e r  o f
the day,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  waging t h e  war  i t s e l f ,  b u t  f o r  work  i n  making guns, t a n k s ,
planes, and s h i p s ;  i n  s tepp ing  up  t h e  p roduc t i on  o f  f o o d  and i n  many o t h e r  ways.
The danger o f  runaway i n f l a t i o n  was r e a l .  C i v i l i a n  goods were i n  s h o r t  supp l y
and t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  o f  money i n  t h e  coun t r y  t o  buy these  goods.

L e g i s l a t i v e  work

The 83rd  sess ion  o f  t h e  I nd iana  General  Assembly was s t a r t e d  i n  January,  1943.
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The League had t h e  f i g h t  o f  i t s  l i f e  on  i t s  hands t o  save t h e  1941, Personnel A c t .
The ph i losophy  o f  do ing  away w i th :par tonage  was a  comparat ive ly  new and s t range
idea i n  I n d i a n a ,  and many o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  d i d  n o t  l i k e  i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e
war shor tages o f  manpower had hampered t h e  new Personnel D i v i s i o n  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g
i t s e l f .  The  s to rm  centered an  t h e  d i r e c t o r  and t h e  board.  E f f o r t s  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e
law i t s e l f  were fough t  o f f  b y  t h e  I n d i a n a  M e r i t  System Assoc ia t i on  and t h e  League,
but o n l y  b y  accep t ing  a  c r i p p l i n g  change i n  t h e  l a w.  T h e  b i l l  was amended t o
scrap t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Personnel  D i r e c t o r  and t h e  Personnel  Board,  and  then  r e c r e a t e
them under  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s .  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  was removed f rom t h e  c l a s s i -
f i e d  l i s t  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  wh ich  made h i s  s e l e c t i o n  on  a  b a s i s  o f  m e r i t  were
deleted.  A n o t h e r  move t o  c r i p p l e  :the D i v i s i o n  b y  d r a s t i c a l l y  c u t t i n g  t h e  appro-
p r i a t i o n  was f i n a l l y  d e f e a t e d .

The l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  defeated  t h e  c i t y  manager amendment, wh ich  had gone th rough
the p rev ious  sess ion  w i t h  a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y.  T h e  J u n i o r  Chamber o f  Commerce had
sponsored f i r s t  t h e  commission t o  s t u d y  t h e  problem and t hen  t h e  amendment recom-
mended b y  t h e  commission. I n  t h i s  sess ion ,  many o f  t hese  young men were away on
war d u t y  and n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l eade rsh i p .  T h e  League cou ld  n o t  do  t h e  j o b  a lone .

There were minor  changes i n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w,  and  a  commission t o  r e c o d i f y
e lec t i on  laws was au tho r i zed .  T h e  League's o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i n t e r s t a t e  t r a d e  b a r -
r i e r s  was b o l s t e r e d  by  a  p roc lamat ion  o f  t h e  governor  s o  no l e g i s l a t i o n  was nec -
essary.

1943 S t a t e  Counc i l

The c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  League was h e l d  i n  Gary,  May 11 and 12 ,  1943,  w i t h  t h e  Lake
County Leagues a s  hostesses.  M r s .  Emmett Whi te ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Gary League,
had charge o f  t h e  l o c a l  arrangements. M i s s  Ruth M i t c h e l l ,  N a t i o n a l  League board
member f r o m  Minnesota,  was t h e  speaker f o r  t h e  d i n n e r  meet ing.  I t  Was a  work ing
conference w i t h  t h e  p ress ing  problems o f  t h e  war i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s -
sions.

The broadsides o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League i n d i c a t e d  t h e  progress  o f  t h e  war.  T h e
revised e d i t i o n  o f  "Subs id ies  and P r i c e  C o n t r o l "  ,  "Congress Turns t o  Patronage" ,
was supplemented by  f l y e r s  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  f i e l d .  " L e n d -Lease -  Co r -
nerstone o f  U.  S .  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y " ,  " I s o l a t i o n i s m  Aga in" ,  a  qu izz  f o r  se l f -exam-
i n a t i o n  "Am I  an  I s o l a t i o n i s t ? " ,  "Lend -Lease Makes Good" r e l f e c t e d  t h i s  League
i n t e r e s t .  " T r a d e  Agreements -  Key t o  Postwar P o l i c y " ,  "Whose Fore ign  P o l i c y ? " ,
and "Congress and Fore ign  P o l i c y "  were used i n  l a r g e  numbers. T h e  Ind iana  League
began a  rev iew  o f  t h e  pa ro l e  system and became concerned w i t h  t h e  inc rease  i n
c h i l d  de l inquency and c h i l d  l a b o r .  T h e  i n e v i t a b l e  d i s l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  war i n -
cluded changes i n  t h e  f a m i l y  l i f e  o f  many peop le ,  w i t h  i t s  a t t endan t  problems
f o r  c h i l d r e n .

1944-46

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  John  K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s

The 1944 convent ion  o f  t h e  League was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  a t  t h e  C laypoo l  R o t e l .
The f ea tu red  speaker was Char les  Ta f t  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  who was s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e
Department a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  t o p i c  "Amer ica 's  Fo re ign  and Economic P o l i c i e s " .
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A pane l  d i scuss ion  o f  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  was f e a t u r e d  w i t h  Mrs. James M o f f a t  o f
Bloomington, a  fo rmer  member o f  t h e  Monroe County Wel fare  Board;  M r.  A l f r e d  P o t t s ,
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  Ass is tance o f  t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  P u b l i c
Welfare;  Rober t  Nelson,  Genera l  Sec re ta ry  o f  t h e  Fami l y  Wel fa re  Soc ie t y ;  a n d ,
Fred Te l f o r d ,  a n  expe r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  personne l .

The program added two  i t ems :  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  P roba t ion  and Pa ro le  Systems and
Reorganizat ion o f  t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .

The Cont inu ing  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were l i s t e d  as  f o l l o w s :  S c h o o l  At tendance- C h i l d
Labor Law; Permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ,  enac ted  i n  1933; Mar r iage  L icence
Law, a s  amended i n  1939; S t a t e  Personnel  A c t ,  enacted i n  1941;

L i s t e d  were t h e  i t ems  t h a t  m igh t  come up f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n :  S t r e n g t h e n i n g
o f  t h e  m e r i t  system; Improvement o f  e l e c t i o n  procedure;  L e g i s l a t i o n  p e r m i t t i n g
the adop t ion  o f  t h e  manager p l a n  f o r  l o c a l  u n i t s  o f  government; Improvement o f
l e g i s l a t i v e  procedure;  L e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,
and t h e  two new i tems  g i ven  above.

Mrs. A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d  became t h e  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  League. H e r
husband, Cap ta i n  C l i f f o r d ,  was s t a t i o n e d  i n  England.

The o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  by  t h e  convent ion  were as  f o l l o w s :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  John  K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Don Datisman, Gary
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Thi rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  De lb rook  L ich tenberg ,  Hagerstown
Secretary,  Mrs .  Drysda le  Brannon, Mar ion
Treasurer,  Mrs .  A .  W. N o l i n g ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Chairmen were appoin ted f o r  s p e c i a l  t o p i c s ,  wh ich  f o l l owed  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e
major change i n  t h e  program fo rm o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League. Program Departments,
as such ,  had been d iscarded and t h e  program was d i v i d e d  i n t o  an  A c t i v e  L i s t  upon
which t h e  League would focus  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  and t h e  P la t f o rm ,  t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  o f
League a c t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and  a  s ta tement  o f  governmental  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which
the League has agreed.

The program chairman appointed were as  f o l l o w s :

Government -  Mrs.  F rank  Cox ( T h i s  i t e m  inc luded  c i t y  manager, l e g i s l a t i v e
reform and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment.) I n d p l s .

Socia l  S e c u r i t y,  P r o b a t i o n  and Paro le  - - M r s .  R i cha rd  E.  Edwards, Peru
Mer i t  System -  Mrs.  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
E lec t ions  -  Mrs.  L e s t e r  Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Chi ld We l fa re  -  Mrs.  F r e d  B .  Johnson,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Education -  Mrs.  James L .  M u r r a y,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Chi ld  We l fa re  -  Mrs.  Robe r t  Whi te
Day Care and G i r l s  School  -  Mrs .  F r e d  Bates Johnson
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re la t i ons  -  Mrs .  M o l l i e  D o n l i n ,  Ches ter ton
Economic Wel fa re  -  Mrs.  James M o f f a t ,  B loomington

Item 2 -  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  Snethen, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Item 3  -  Mrs.  Don Datisman, Gary

Equal iz ing Oppor tun i t i es  -  Mrs .  R i cha rd  Edwards, Pe ru
Item 8  -  Mrs.  James Murray,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
I t e 4  9 -  Mrs.  Wayne Nattkemper
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These were t h e  days o f  t h e  l a r g e  board o f  t h e  League. E v e r y  League was g i v e n  r e p -
resen ta t i on ,  i f  n o t  by  e l e c t i o n  o r  appointment ,  t h e n  o f  t h e i r  own choosing.  S o
the f o l l o w i n g  members o f  t h e  board represented  t h e i r  l o c a l  Leagues:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

John Cowan, C u l v e r
Paul K l e i n h o l t z ,  Eas t  Chicago
C. C .  P u e t t ,  Gary
George Hammerschmidt, Hammond
John L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
C. B .  Durham, I n d i a n a p o l i s
J. P.  P e n n e l l ,  Kokomo
Harry Tu t e w i l e r ,  Loganspor t
LaTouret te  S tockwe l l ,  M ich igan  C i t y
E. A .  Wysong, Richmond
E. T.  S t a h l ,  L a f a y e t t e
Leonard Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
N e i l l  Campbell ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

Nat iona l  change

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

C. D .  R o o t ,  Crown Po in t
Paul K e r r ,  E l k h a r t
Charles M. Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown
Frank Ku r t h ,  Hobar t
Clarence M e r r e l l ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Helene Guy, Remington
Norman Fox,  L a  Por te
M e r r e l l  Dav id ,  Mar ion
Wayne Nattkemper,  Pe ru
Fred Breng le ,  Te r r e  Haute
John Stambaugh, Va l p a r a i s o
Lester  Smi th ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Thomas Sheer in ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  League, n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  had been a  con tes t  f o r  t h e
presidency which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  M iss  Anna Lord  St rauss o f  New York
as p r e s i d e n t ,  succeeding Miss  Marguer i te  We l l s  o f  Minnesota who had served f o r
e igh t  yea rs .  S h e  defeated Miss  Ruth  M i t c h e l l  o f  Minnesota.  T h e  r e v o l t  seemed t o
s i g n i f y  a  d e s i r e  f o r  a  change o f  emphasis i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  program, w i t h  more a t -
t en t i on  t o  domest ic  problems, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  promot ion o f . s t u d y  and q u i e t e r
program development i n  t h e  campaigns wh ich  t h e  League had been conduct ing d u r i n g
the war.

The iminence o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1944 brought  f o r t h  two new broadsides,
"Your Next  Congress Must A c t  o n  These I ssues "  and " J u s t  Any Congress W i l l  Not  Do" .
A f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  League focused i t s  a t t e n t i o n  on  s t i m u l a t i n g  d i scuss ion
of p roposa ls  t h a t  would be  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  w o r l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B r o a d s i d e s  were
again used t o  implement t h i s  campaign, such  a s ,  "What Happened a t  Dumbarton Oaks?"
(meeting p lace  o f  t h e  b i g  f o u r  n a t i o n s  t o  d i scuss  peace p lans  and t h e  bas i s  b y
which na t ions  would work  t oge the r  t o  ma in ta i n  peace) ,  "Power P o l i t i c s  o r  t h e  U n i t -
ed Nat ions?" ,  " Tr a d e  Makes Jobs " ,  " V i c t o r y  i s  n o t  Peace. "  T h e s e  f o l l owed  t h e
progress o f  t h e  war.  W i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  Germany i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1945 and o f
Japan i n  t h e  same y e a r,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  League, n a t i o n a l l y ,  focused on  t h e
San Franc isco conference wh ich  brought  i n t o  be ing  t h e  Un i ted  Na t ions .  W i t h  on ly.
two d i s s e n t i n g  v o t e s ,  t h e  Senate o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  r a t i f i e d  t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions
chapter o n  J u l y  28 ,  1945.

Pre- e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  I n d i a n a  League cooperated w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  o rgan i za -
t i o n  f u l l y .  I t  was, however,  busy  w i t h  i t s  own program. T h e  p u b l i c ,  g e n e r a l l y,
had come t o  expect  a  good d e a l  o f  s e r v i c e  and i n f o r m a t i o n  f r om t h e  League preced-
ing e l e c t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h i s  was a  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n ,  i n t e r e s t  and f e e l i n g  r a n  h i g h ,
but never - t h e - l e s s ,  w h i l e  ma in ta in i ng  i t s  non -pa r t i san  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  League had
booths i n  p u b l i c  p laces  w i t h  v o t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  gave v o t i n g  machine demonstra-
t i o n s ,  h e l d  candidates  meet ings and t h e  l i k e .

General Assembly R o l l s  Around

In January,  1945,  t h e  League had another  General  Assembly o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  f a c e .
While t h e  League had no l e g i s l a t i o n  which i t  had prepared and campaigned f o r ,
there were many mat te rs  i n  which i t  was i n t e r e s t e d .  T h e r e  was a  b i t t e r  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  f i g h t  o n  t h e  s t a t e  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  Department. A  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee had
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been au tho r i zed  i n  t h e  p rev ious  General  Assembly t o  r e p o r t  on  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f
the Wel fa re  Department and make l e g i s l a t i v e  recommendations. T h e s e  recommenda-
t i o n s  were embodied i n  an  omnibus b i l l  w i t h ,  f r o m  t h e  League's v i e w p o i n t ,  some
good and some had p r o v i s i o n s .  W h e n  t h e  d u s t  o f  t h e  sess ion  s e t t l e d ,  n o t  t o o  many
changes had been made. T h e  most impo r tan t  o f  t hese  were t h a t  t h e  governor  s e l e c t s
the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  P u b l i c  Wel fa re  and t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m e r i t  was recognized b y
prov id ing  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r s  c rea ted  b y  t h e  a c t  be  under  t h e  m e r i t
system, r e s t a t i n g  t h a t  employees, i n c l u d i n g  coun ty  d i r e c t o r s ,  b e  under  t h e  m e r i t
system, t o o .

There were s e v e r a l  more b i l l s  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  f i e l d  r e p o r t e d  upon,  e i t h e r  as  hav ing
passed o r  hav ing  been de fea ted .  T h e  same was t r u e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  educa t ion .
Once more, a n  amendment t o  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  removing t h e  o f f i c e  o f  S t a t e
Superintendent o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n , w a s  de fea ted ,  b u t  a n  amendment l eng then ing
the t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  super in tendent  f r o m  two t o  f o u r  yea rs ,  was passed. T h e
School At tendance- C h i l d  Labor  l a w  was amended t o  p e r m i t  16  y e a r  o l d  c h i l d r e n  t o
get work  pe rm i t s  w i t h o u t  p r o o f  o f  hav ing  gone th rough  t h e  e i g h t h  grade.  T h i s  was
to t a k e  ca re  o f  backward c h i l d r e n  and came a t  t h e  reques t  o f  t h e  schoo l  s u p e r i n -
tendents.

In t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e r i t  t h e r e  was much a c t i o n .  I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  League t o o k  a
dominant p a r t ,  back ing  up  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  M e r i t  System Assoc ia t i on  and p r o v i d -
ing l e g i s l a t i v e  workers .  A  r i p p e r  m e r i t  b i l l ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  recommendations
of  t h e  1943 L e g i s l a t i v e  Commission t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  Personnel  D i v i s i o n  w i t h
the g o a l  o f  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  m e r i t  system, was s u c c e s s f u l l y  opposed. T h e  move t o
put t h e  employees o f  t h e  S t a t e  Conservat ion Department under  t h e  m e r i t  system
passed t h e  House, b u t  was smothered i n  t h e  Senate i n  committee. A  t e c h n i c a l  b i l l
which pe rm i t t ed  more l a t i t u d e  i n  t h e  Personnel  D i v i s i o n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  war
emergencies i n  manpower, was passed.

There were f o u r  J u v e n i l e  Cour t  b i l l s  r e p o r t e d :  t w o  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ,  s i x
i n  t h e  h e a l t h  f i e l d .  T h e  two  most impo r t an t  b e i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  c i t i e s
and coun t ies  t o  b u i l d  and ma in ta in  h e a l t h  departments and l e v y  taxes  f o r  t h e i r
maintenance, and t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Counc i l  on  Hen ta l  Hea l th .

The c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  laws measure p ro tec ted  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  perman-
ent r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w,  t h e  League's own measure, and was o f  gene ra l  importance t o
the e l e c t o r a t e .  A n o t h e r  measure o f  gene ra l  i n t e r e s t  en la rged  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e
Bureau and c rea ted  a  j o i n t  L e g i s l a t i v e  Adv i so ry  Commission t o  se rve  between l e g -
i s l a t i v e  sess ions ,  composed o f  t h e  Speaker o f  t h e  House, P res i den t  o f  t h e  Senate,
and 3  members f r o m  each house.

With s i x t y  one days o f  t h e  General  Assembly o v e r ,  t h e  League t u rned  t o  more i n t e n -
s ive work i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f i e l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  promot ing w ide  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  p r o -
posals o f  t h e  Dumbarton Oaks and B r e t t o n  Woods conferences upon which t h e  peace,
which seemed t o  be  i n  s i g h t ,  and t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions  would be  based.

1945 S t a t e  Counc i l

The c o u n c i l  meet ing was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  Nay 16-17,  a t  t h e  Columbia Club.
The d inne r  speaker  was D r .  Nathan S i l v e r s t e i n ,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r,  w i t h
the s u b j e c t ,  "The  P r i c e  o f  Peace".  A f t e r  h i s  t a l k ,  each l o c a l  chairman gave a
three minute r e p o r t  on  t h e  Un i ted  Na t ions  Campaign i n  h e r  community w i t h  Mrs.
Mol ly  D o n l i n ,  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  chairman, p r e s i d i n g .
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The second c o u n c i l  speaker represented another  growing i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League.
He was Mr.  Joseph S u l l i v a n ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Co r rec t i ons  o f  t h e  I nd iana  Department o f
Publ ic  We l fa re ,  whose s u b j e c t  was, ' I n d i a n a  and Pa ro le " .  L e a g u e  members who
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  program were Mrs.  John  K.  Goodwin, p r e s i d e n t ;  Mrs .  A u s t i n
C l i f f o r d ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ;  Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  budget  r e p o r t ;  Mrs .  S .
N. Campbel l ,  f i e l d  w o r k ;  Mrs .  A l f r e d  No l i ng ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t e e r i n g  committee; Mrs .
John F u l l e r ,  N a t i o n a l  League c o u n c i l  meet ing:  Mrs .  Drysda le  Brannon; Mrs .  E .  E .
McMichael; and  Mrs.  R icha rd  E .  Edwards.

Handbook d iscon t inued .  W i t h  t h e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  second book on Ind iana  Government
by t h e  I nd iana  Chamber o f  Commerce, i t  was decided t o  g i v e  up t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
Voters Handbook o f  t h e  League. W i t h  t h e  death  o f  Mr.  Ke t t l ebo rough ,  d i r e c t o r
o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reference Bureau, who had g i ven  generous ly  o f  h i s  t i m e  and
knowledge o f  s t a t e  government t o  make t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  f a c t s  con ta ined  i n  t h e
Handbook p o s s i b l e ,  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l  had beoome i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t .
The Chamber's book was a  w e l l  done, f a c t u a l  p resen ta t i on  and more e labo ra te  t i -an
the League cou ld  produce.

Although i t  s o l d  f o r  a  d o l l a r ,  t h e  p r i c e  t o  t h e  League was t h i r t y  cen ts  a  copy.
The Handbook had been one o f  t h e  major  League a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  v o t e r
educat ion, and had reached thousands o f  schoo l  c h i l d r e n ,  many l i b r a r i e s ,  and
clubs.

The energy re leased  by  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  Handbook was p r o f i t a b l y  used  i n  t h e  ever
pressing problems o f  t h e  League program. I t  was a  t i m e  o f  fe rment  and d e c i s i o n
in  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f i e l d ,  w i t h  t h e  needs o f  s t a r v i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  under -
standable d e s i r e  t o  be done w i t h  r a t i o n i n g  and p r i v a t i o n s ;  t h e  eve r  p resent  dan-
ger o f  i n f l a t i o n ;  t h e  has te  o f  r a p i d  demob i l i za t i on  a f t e r  t h e  end o f  t h e  war and
i t s  a t t endan t  t r o u b l e s .  I n  a l l  t hese  problems,  t h e  League promoted d iscuss ion
groups and presented f a c t s .  B u t  t h e  League's b a s i c  i n t e r e s t  l a y  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -
ment o f  peace p lans  t h a t  would p reven t  war.  F o r  these  s t u d i e s ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t
pub l i c  understanding 1:nr, ' v i t a l  and so  t h e  t h r e e  p u b l i c i t y  c l i n i c s  h e l d  i n  t h e
s ta te  by  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  Ness le r,  N a t i o n a l  League d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c i t y ,  were t i m e l y.
Mrs. P a u l i n e  H.  Hoover became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r  as  w e l l  as  p u b l i c i t y  d i r e c t o r
f o r  t h e  s t a t e  League.

Study k i t s .  S t u d y  k i t s  on  t h e  s t a t e  program were prepared f o r  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues.
They were w i d e l y  used as  a  b a s i s  f o r  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  League s t a t e  program, t o
be adopted b y  t h e  nex t  convent ion .

1946-48

President ,  M r s .  John  L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

The convent ion was h e l d  a t  Lake Wawasee a t  t h e  Lake Shore I n n ,  May 14 ,  153 and  16 ,
1946. T h e  head l i ne  speakers were Miss Florence  K i r l i n ,  f o r m e r  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y
o f  t h e  I nd iana  League, now an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  S ta te  Department,  who presented
the problem o f  c o n t r o l  o f  a tomic  energy  and Mr.  F o r d  H a l l ,  P ro fesso r  o f  Govern-
ment o f  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  who spoke f o r  renewed p u b l i c  educat ion  o f  t h e  impor -
tance o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t  M e r i t  Law. T h e  convent ion went o n  reco rd  f o r  renewed
e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  m e r i t  sa feguards,  s tandards ,  and c i t i z e n  educat ion .  A
panel on  m e r i t  f o l l owed  D r.  H a l l ' s  t a l k  w i t h  Mrs. Wa l t e r  Greenough as  moderator ;
Mrs. R i cha rd  Edwards, Mrs .  F r e d  Bates Johnson, and Mrs.  A l f r e d  No l i ng  p resen t ing
d i f f e r e n t  ang les  o f  mer i t t goun ty  w e l f a r e ,  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and c i t y - m e r i t
systems.
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The s t o r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League convent ion  was g i v e n  by  Mrs.. E .  H .  Showa l te r,
Kokomo; Mrs .  John  Stambaugh, Va l p a r a i s o ;  and Mrs.  C .  B .  Durham, I n d i a n a p o l i s .

Secretary,  Mrs .  Edward Tr o y,  Pe ru
Treasurer,  Mrs .  A l f r e d  N o l i n g ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

D i r e c t o r s :

Mrs. Drysda le  Brannon, Mar ion  M r s .  Don Datisman, Gary
Mrs. M o l l y  D o n l i n ,  Ches te r ton  M r s .  Norman Fox,  LaPor te
Mrs. R .  C .  Johnson,  Richmond M r s .  P a u l  K e r r ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. McKinny, C u l v e r Mrs. R. N .  Shreve ,  L a f a y e t t e
Mrs. Wi l l iam P.  Snethen,  I n d i a n a p o l i s Mrs. John Stambaugh, Va l p a r a i s o
Mrs. Charles H.  Te e t o r ,  Hagerstown Mrs. C l in ton  Wh i le ,  Hammond
Mrs. David S t rauss ,  Mich igan  C i t y Mrs. C. B .  Durham, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Paul K l e i n h o l z ,  E a s t  Chicago

S p r i g h t l y  r e p o r t s  o f  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  b y  l o c a l  Leagues were g i ven :  h u g h  v i s u a l
cha r t s  on  l o c a l  taxes  were exp la ined  b y  t h e  Marion t a x  pane l ,  wh ich  had presented
them w ide ly ;  a  community r e c r e a t i o n  p r o j e c t  i n  Bloomington b y  Mrs.  Rober t  Te l f e r ;
"Know Your Schools"  b y  t h e  Kokomo League.

The r e t i r i n g  p r e s i d e n t ,  M r s .  John  K.  Goodwin handed t h e  gave l  t o  t h e  incoming
pres iden t ,  Mrs .  John  L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  w i t h  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  League work d u r i n g  t h e
war yea rs  and t h e  cha l lenge  f o r  t h e  League i n  b u i l d i n g  a  l a s t i n g  peace f o r  t h e
f u t u r e .

O f f i c e r s :

Pres ident ,  M rs .  John  L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  John  K. Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  E .  E .  McMichael,  Crown P o i n t
Thi rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  John  P.  P e n n e l l ,  Kokomo

Board Assignments:

Publ ic  R e l a t i o n s ,  Mrs .  John  K. Goodwin
Finance, Mrs .  E .  E .  McMichael
Program Coord ina to r,  M rs .  John  P.  P e n n e l l
F i e l d  Work, Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen

Program I tems:

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re la t i ons  -  Mrs.  M o l l y  Don l i n
;cor,omic o c e  " r s  Lar7tence T)or9qIF
Re- o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Congress -  Mrs.  A l l e n  Smith
Machinery o f  Government -  Mrs.  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, Chairman

1. M e r i t  System, Mrs .  Greenough
2. Improvement o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  Procedure,  Mrs .  A l l e n  Smith
3. E l e c t i o n s ,  Mrs .  L e s t e r  Smi th
4. P r i m a r y  E l e c t i o n s  (methods) ,  M rs .  C .  D .  Roo t

Welfare o f  C h i l d r e n ,  H r s .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  Chairman
1. C h i l d  Labor,  M rs .  Rober t  Whi te
2. Educa t i on ,  Mrs .  James L .  Mur ray
3. Rec rea t i on ,  Mrs .  Wan i ta  Hughes

Welfare o f  t h e  P u b l i c  (Pena l  System, P u b l i c  We l fa re ,  P u b l i c  He a l t h ,  Recrea-
t i o n ,  H o u s i n g ) ; ,  Mrs .  R i cha rd  E .  Edwards, Chairman; H r s .  Thomas Sheer in ,  VP
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C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion,  Mrs .  F r a n k  Cox, Chairman; Mrs .  Don Datisman, VP
Steering Committee f o r  t h e  General  Assembly, Mrs .  Drysda le  Brannon, C h a i r -
man; Mrs .  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  Vice-cha i rman

An o f f i c e  change r e f l e c t e d  t h e  end o f  t h e  war.  M r s .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d  r e t i r e d  as
execut ive s e c r e t a r y  when h e r  husband, Ma jo r  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  r e t u r n e d  f rom Germany.
Her p lace  was taken  b y  a  re tu rned  ve te ran  o f  t h e  war,  Mrs .  H a r r i e t  S t o u t  o f  I n d i - -
anapol is .  S h e  had served i n  t h e  WACs d u r i n g  t h e  war,  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  rank  o f  c a p -
t a i n ,  s e r v i n g  as  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  and Educat ion D i v i s i o n ,
F i r s t  Se rv i ce  Command. S o o n  a f t e r  she became i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  League, t h e
able e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r ,  Mrs .  P a u l i n e  Hoover l e f t  I n d i a n a p o l i s  and she became
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r.

The new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  plunged i n t o  t h e  h e c t i c  work  o f  p repa r i ng  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a -
'  t i v e  work t o  which t h e  League was committed i n  t h e  1947 General  Assembly. T h e

t iming o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  League was un fo r t una te  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  f o r  t h e
new p res iden t  shou ld  have a  y e a r  i n  which t o  become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t i e s  o f  t h e  League be fo re  hav ing  t o  f a c e  t h e  onerous l e g i s l a t i v e  work.

Quest ionai tes were sen t  t o  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  cand ida tes ,  a s k i n g  f o u r  ques t ions .
The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  asked f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ' a  o p i n i o n  on  nominat ing methods, what
could be  done t o  i nc rease  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y,  and  what t o  improve
convention procedures? ( T h e  p r imary  i n  I nd iana ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  covered a l l  l o c a l
o f f i c e s  and  Congressmen, w h i l e  t h e  s t a t e  t i c k e t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  governor  a n d  t h e
United S ta tes  Senator  were se lec ted  b y  t h e  p a r t y  c o n v e n t i o n . )  T h e  second ques t ion
dea l t  w i t h  changes i n  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  'probably  b y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven- s
t i o n .  T h e  t h i r d  was a  ,question on  extend ing t h e  m e r i t  system and making i t s  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i o n  more e f fec t i ve - . .  T h e  f o u r t h  suggested improvements i n  t h e  s t a t e
penal system and asked f o r  approva l  o f  a  commission t o  make a  two-year  s t u d y  and
present i t s  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i a g . l e g i s l a t u r e .

F a l l  Conferences. T h e  League cou ld  n o t  n e g l e c t  i t s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  however,
Mrs. Ha ro l d  D.  Dyke o f  Syracuse, New Yo r k ,  dynamic chairman o f  F inance f o r  t h e
Nat ional  League, gave z e s t  t o  t h e  two  conferences h e l d  i n  t h e  f a l l .  T h e  f i r s t
was h e l d  a t  Mich igan C i t y ,  Spau ld ing  H o t e l ,  and t h e  second a t  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,
L inco ln  H o t e l ,  September 10  and 11 .  S h e  met w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  board o n  t h e  1 2 t h ,
where t h e  League decided t o  h o l d  a  coord ina ted  f i n a n c e  d r i v e  and t o  use many o f
the techniques she  had suggested f o r  I nd iana .  T h e  League, f o r  s e v e r a l  yea rs ,  had
been ach iev ing  a  much b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s ,  w i t h  most o f  t h e  suppor t  coming
from t h e  l c o a l  Leagues and p a i d  i n  monthly  quotas .  T h e  Leagues had been f a i t h f u l
i n  meeting t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  and pay ing  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  League, b u t  t h e
Indiana League was ope ra t i ng  o n  a  s l i m  budget f o r  a l l  t h e  work  i t  under took- - v a r y -
ing f r om t e n  t o  t w e l v e  thousand d o l l a r s  a  y e a r.

The expansion campaign, under taken some years  b e f o r e ,  had  t o  be abandoned when
the Uni ted  S ta tes  en tered  t h e  war and t h e  League t h rew  i t s e l f  i n t o  i t s  own sphere
of  war  usefu lness i n  c l a r i f y i n g  and promot ing t h e  governmental i s sues  v i t a l  t o

• t h e  war e f f o r t .  A f t e r  d i scuss ion  and a  subsequent meet ing o f  t h e  f i n a n c e  commit -
tee w i t h  Mrs.  E .  E .  McMichael ,  cha i rman,  a  f i nance  p l a n  was adopted which i nc luded
the p repa ra t i on  o f  a  k i t  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  f i n a n c e  chai rmen t o  he lp  them w i t h  bas i c
in fo rmat ion ,  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  campaign, and m a t e r i a l  showing t h e  achievements o f  t h e
League i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  p l a n  i nc luded  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  l o c a l  f i n a n c e
goals,  p r e p a r i n g  and comple t ing  a  prospect  l i s t  b y  t h e  midd le  o f  January,  w i t h
t r a i n i n g  meetings i n  February and t h e  campaign f rom March 1 t o  t h e  25 th .  Many o f
the Leagues cooperated and were success fu l  i n  a t t a i n i n g  t h e i r  goa l s .  HowelTer,
there was re l uc tance  on t h e  p a r t  o f  some o f  t h e  Leagues t o  ask  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
from t h e  p u b l i c .  T h i s  sprang i n  p a r t  f r om  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  League
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had n o t  done enough i n  t h e  community t o  ask  f o r  o u t s i d e  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p .  A l l  t h i s
led  t o  se r i ous  cons ide ra t i on  o f  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  and t o  l a t e r  developments i n  t h i s
area.

General Assembly o f  1947

The nex t  t a s k  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  League was t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  work.  T h e  s t e e r i n g  com-
m i t t e e  had Mrs.  D rysda le  Brannon o f  Mar ion as  chairman and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  I n d i a n a -
p o l i s  members: Mesdames Thomas J .  Beas ley,  J r . ,  Roy Coats,  F rank  Cox, H .  G .  Craw-
f o r d ,  L .  H .  Do rsey,  G a i l  E l d r i d g e ,  L .  H .  E a r l e ,  H e r b e r t  F a l l e n d a r,  Wa l t e r  Green-
ough, George W. H a m i l t o n ,  R .  J .  Hudelson,  Char les  T.  Harmon, F.  E .  Johnson, A l l e n
Kahn, Howard K ing ,  C larence M e r r e l l ,  R .  M.  Loomis,  James L .  Mur ray,  H e r b e r t  O les ,
A. H .  A l l e n  Smi th ,  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  L e s t e r  Smi th ,  A .  K .  Scheidenhelm, W i l l i a m
J. S t o u t ,  Ta y l o r  N. To d d ,  C .  D .  Va w t e r,  Wal ton  Wheeler,  R i cha rd  K.  Z immer ly,  and
Ber t  McCammon.

These women were so  organ ized t h a t  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one ,  sometimes two  o f  them
in  at tendance a t  eve ry  sess ion  o f  b o t h  t h e  House and t h e  Senate t o  r e p o r t  t h e
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  day,  and t o  be  prepared f o r  any emergency t h a t  m igh t  a r i s e  i n  t h e
b i l l s  which t h e  League was promot ing .  T h e r e  were many o u t - s t a t e  women who came
to I n d i a n a p o l i s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e i r  own l e g i s l a -
t o r s  on  t h e  League program. T h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  such  v i s i t s  was g r e a t .

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  e l e c t r i c  v o t i n g  was used i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  E a c h  l e g i s l a t o r
could v o t e  b y  means o f  a  push b u t t o n  pane l  on  h i s  own desk.  T h e  vo tes  were f l a s h -
ed o n  l a r g e  pane ls  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h a l l .  T h e  system e l im ina ted  t h e  t i m e
consuming r o l l  c a l l  on a l l  v o t i n g ,  gave an  accura te  and r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  reco rd
of t h e  v o t i n g ,  and  d i d  away w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  custom o f  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  v o t e
whenever he  so  d e s i r e d .  I t  was a n  improvement o v e r  t h e  o l d  system which t h e
League had been p o i n t i n g  o u t  was needed.

The L e g i s l a t i v e  L e t t e r s  became longe r  and more d e t a i l e d .  E a c h  week t h e r e  was a
schedule o f  t h e  measures wh ich  had been repo r ted  i n  p rev ious  l e t t e r s  and t h e  a c -
t i o n  taken  on these  measures, a s  w e l l  as  t h e  League's p o s i t i o n  on them. W h e n  t h e
session was o v e r ,  Mrs .  Brannon summarized t h e  a c t i o n .  S h e  po in ted  o u t  t h e  s u c -
cess i n  t h e  passage o f  a  b i l l  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  pena l  su rvey  and a  r c c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f
Indiana pena l  l a w s .  T h e  most d i scourag ing  t a s k  was t o  r e t a i n  t h e  m e r i t  system.
Successive a t t a c k s  were f o u g h t  o f f ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  ingen ious  move t o  p l ace  t h e
d i r e c t o r  on t h e  m e r i t  board  and en la rge  t h e  board ,  b u t  no  advances were made.

There were two  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  b i l l s  f o r  wh ich  t h e  League worked. O n e  increased
the g r a n t s  f o r  dependent c h i l d r e n ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  amended t h e  c h i l d  l a b o r  work
permi t  requ i rements .

The l e g i s l a t u r e  de fea ted  a  d i r e c t  p r ima ry  b i l l ,  and  passed a  measure wh ich  made
severa l  improvements i n  t h e  p a r t y  convent ion  procedures:  n o t a b l y  t o  do  away w i t h
the u n i t  v o t i n g  b y  coun t i es  and have i n d i v i d u a l  v o t i n g  on  v o t i n g  machines, chang-
ing t h e  o r d e r  o f  s e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  improv ing  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  regard
to  p r o x i e s .  T h e  League s u c c e s s f u l l y  opposed a  move t o  p u t  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  back
i n t o  t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  League a l s o  suppor ted a  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i e n  on  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  o l d  age ass i s tance ,
which passed. I n  a l l ,  some 70 b i l l s  were read and analyzed.
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1947 S t a t e  Counc i l

Postwar Problems. T h e  postwar problems c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  were t h e  immediate
next concern o f  t h e  League. A t  t h e  s p r i n g  1947 c o u n c i l  meet ing,  h e l d  a t  Maxin-
kuckee I n n ,  f l ay  1 3 t h  and 1 4 t h ,  t h e s e  problems were c a r e f u l l y  considered b y  two
workshops--one on  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  l e d  by  Mrs.  M o l l i e  D o n l i n ,  and t h e  o t h e r  on
Economic Wel fare  headed by  Mrs.  Lawrence Dorsey.  Recommendations t o  suppor t  t h e
ac t ion  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  advocat ing r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  agreements
were adopted b y  t h e  c o u n c i l .  T h e  group f u r t h e r  recommended work on s t reng then ing
the Un i ted  Na t ions ,  con t inued  a i d  t o  war t o r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  and educat ion  on  t h e  con-
t r o l  o f  a tomic  energy.

In  t h e  f i e l d  o f  economics, i t  was f e l t  t h a t  c i t i z e n  i n t e r e s t  must be  aroused and
informed be fo re  any a c t i o n  cou ld  be taken .  . M r s .  Marc Law o f  I l l i n o i s ,  a  member
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Board,  spoke on  economics a t  t h e  d inne r  meet ing.

The Ind iana  League program was emphasized b y  a  p resen ta t i on  by  Mrs.  R i cha rd
Edwards o f  t h e  t o p i c ,  "Look ing  Ahead a t  I n d i a n a ' s  Penal  System" a t  t h e  f i n a l
luncheon, Mrs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d  on  adop t ion  laws ,  and  Mrs.  Don Datisman on  hous-
ing.  T h e  budget adopted was $10,280,  t h e  same amount a s  t h e  p rev ious  y e a r.  I t
was s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  encouraging t h a t  l o c a l  League pledges were $1,600 h i g h e r  t han
the p rev ious  y e a r,  and t h e  n e a r l y  thousand d o l l a r s  t o  be  r a i s e d  b y  persona l  p l e d -
ges had been unde rwr i t t en  by  t h e  end o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  meet ing.  M r s .  W i l l i a m  P.
Snethen presented p lans  f o r  expanding and s t reng then ing  t h e  League i n  s t r a t e g i c -
a l l y  l oca ted  towns and c i t i e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y,  a  s ta tew ide  committee was a u t h o r -
ized t o  work  f o r  League o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  Cu lver  League was t h e  hostess League,
Mrs. J .  D .  Newman, p r e s i d e n t ,  and Mrs.  F r a n k  Cox, who had a  summer home on  Lake
Naxinkuckee was chairman o f  arrangements.

Local P r o j e c t s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  suggest ion  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  de lega tes ,  who f e l t  t h a t
l o c a l  p r o j e c t s ,  w i s e l y  se lec ted ,  s t r e n g t h e n  a  l o c a l  League, Mrs .  F u l l e r  appointed
a chairman o f  Loca l  P r o j e c t s  and Problems. T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  such a  com-
mi t tee  had been made a  s t a t e  s tand ing  commit tee.

S t a f f  change. U p o n  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  Mrs.  H a r r i e t  S t o u t ,  Mrs .  M i l d r e d  Richey
(Mrs. Rober t  S .  R ichey)  became execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  on a  p a r t  t i m e  b a s i s ,  w i t h
hours f r o m  one t o  f i v e .  M r s .  R ichey  was a  graduate w i th .  honors f r o m  Ind iana  U n i -
v e r s i t y,  had  o f f i c e  expe r ience ,  and had worked d i l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s
League. M r s .  A l l e n  Smith once aga in  became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Vo t e r.  M r s .  A .  R .
Lindesmith o f  Bloomington rep laced  Mrs.  Edward Troy  o f  Peru  as reco rd ing  s e c r e -
t a r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  League.

Changes. S i n c e  t h i s  was a  non- l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r,  t h e r e  was more t i m e  f o r  t h e  con -
s i de ra t i on  o f  p u r e l y  League p o l i c i e s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  League had s e t  up r e c o g n i t i o n
standards wh ich  t h e  s t a t e  League endeavored t o  he lp  t h e  l o c a l s  meet.  T h e  s t a t e
League board a l s o ,  t o  conform t o  t h e  suggest ions o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l ,  s e r i o u s l y  con-

. s i d e r e d  i t s  Bylaws du r i ng  t h e  y e a r,  and  when t h e  s t a t e  convent ion  was h e l d ,  p r o -
posed many changes which  were adopted. T h e  most impo r t an t  changes were: t h e  s i z e
of t h e  s t a t e  board was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  17 members, 6  o f f i c e r s ,  6  d i r e c t o r s  e l e c t e d
and 5  appo in ted ;  s t a t e  meetings were p rov ided  f o r  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  l a r g e
board o f  d i r e c t o r s  meet ings.  T h e  name was changed t o  League o f  Women Vote rs  o f
Indiana.

Organizat ion.  T h e  expansion committee repo r ted  p r e l i m i n a r y  work i n  Warsaw, South
Bend, F o r t  Wayne, and o t h e r  c i t i e s  and asked coopera t ion  i n  secur ing  names o f
res idents  o f  these  and o t h e r  c i t i e s  where there.  were no Leagues. T h e  committee
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recommended a  p a r t - t i m e  f i e l d  s e c r e t a r y  whenever i t  became poss ib l e  f o r  t h e  League
to f i n a n c e  t h e  p r o j e c t .

The Ecomomic Pr imer  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League aroused some cont roversay  du r i ng  t h e
year.  W h i l e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Leagues and t h e  s t a t e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s  accepted
i t  a s  a  u s e f u l  t o o l  t o  s t a r t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  economics a s  i t  r e l a t e d  t o  government
a c t i o n ,  t h e  Va lpa ra i so  League t o o k  t h e  oppos i te  v i e w.  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  meetings
f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  v iewpo in ts  t o g e t h e r,  r e c o g n i t i o n  was wi thdrawn f rom t h e  Va l -
para iso League.

Program

The League moved a c t i v e l y  i n t o  t h e  s t u d y  f i e l d  i n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  nex t  Gener-
a l  Assembly. A  pena l  su rvey  k i t  was evo lved f o r  t h e  s tudy  o f  t h e  recommendations
of t h e  Commission, and a  s t a t e  c o u n c i l  t o  acqua in t  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  recommend-
a t i ons  sms proposed b y  t h e  League t o  t h e  governor  and a p p o i n t e d . '

The n e x t  impo r t an t  a rea  o f  League i n t e r e s t  was covered b y  a  "Home Ru le"  k i t ,
which presented f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  on  t h e  p roposa l  t o  g i v e  l o c a l  communities o p -
t i o n a l  power t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own c h a r t e r s .  T h e  k i t  was w i d e l y  used d u r i n g  t h e
year.

The s i m p l i f i e d  f o r m s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  programs seemed t o  engender
t h o ug h t f u l  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r.  T h e  s t a t e  League had sev -
e r a l  suggest ions  f o r  t h e  Cur ren t  Agenda o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  program upon which t h e y
agreed.

More changes. Ano the r  N a t i o n a l  change had been made. D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l
convent ion were s e n t  f r om l o c a l  Leagues, w h i l e  t h e  I n d i a n a  League had o n l y  two
s ta te  de legates .  T h e  board s e l e c t e d  Hrs .  F u l l e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  and  Mrs.  Brannon,
as t h e  de legates and Mrs.  McMichael as  t h e  a l t e r n a t e .

1948-50

Pres ident ,  M rs .  John  L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s

The s t a t e  convent ion  was h e l d  a t  t h e  South Shore I n n ,  Lake Wawasee, May 18 th  and
19th. T h e  f e a t u r e d  speaker was Mrs,  H a r o l d  Stone,  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
Nat iona l  League, co -au tho r  o f  a  book,  C i t y  Manager Government i n  t h e  Un i ted
States.  H e r  s u b j e c t  was o n  t h e  genera l  t o p i c  o f  how t o  make l o c a l  government
work e f f e c t i v e l y .

The swing away f r o m  convent ions i n  c i t i e s  was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  development. T h e
delegates found  t h a t  t h e y  l i k e d  t h e  r e l a x i n g  atmosphere o f  a  l a k e  r e s o r t  h o t e l ,
which t hey  c o u l d  reserve  f o r  themselves b e f o r e  t h e  r e g u l a r  season. A l o n g  w i t h
c i t y  convent ions had gone no i se ,  p a r k i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  c a r s ,  and  ou t s i de  d i s -
t r a c t i o n s .

Program

Current Agenda:

1. A  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment p e r m i t t i n g  l o c a l  governmental u n i t s  t o  choose
t h e i r  own fo rm  o f  government.
2. Improvement o f  t h e  s t a t e  pena l  system
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These two i t ems  were se lec ted  f o r  concer ted a c t i o n .  T h e  Cont inu ing Respons ib i l -
i t i e s  were i t ems  upon which t h e  League had worked i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and wished t 9  p r o -
t e c t  i f  t h e  need arose.  T h e y  i nc luded  t h e  m e r i t  system, permanent r e g i s t r a t i o n
of  v o t e r s ,  improved nominat ing methods, t h e  s h o r t  b a l l o t ,  and r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e
s ta te  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

The program inc luded ,  a l s o ,  s t r eng then ing  and enforcement o f  t h e  School  A t t e n -
dance- C h i l d  Labor l a w ;  improvement o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ;  extended r e c r e a -
t i o n a l  programs; improvement o f  c o u r t  procedures r e l a t i n g  t o  c h i l d r e n ;  adequate
grants f o r  dependent c h i l d r e n ,  aged and handicapped persons;  improved p u b l i c
we l fa re  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  and  s t a t e - w i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  concern ing
ch i l d ren  and you th .

An i t e m  o f  e a r l y  League i n t e r e s t  was r e i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  program: t h e  combining
o f  educa t i ona l  u n i t s  f o r  economy and e f f i c i e n c y.  A  second i t e m  was on  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  reapport ionment  and t h e  s t a t e  League was d i r e c t e d  t o  work f o r  i t  i n  conform-
i t y  w i t h  t h e  Ind iana  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  requi rements i f  o p p o r t u n i t y  arose i n  t h e  n e x t .
General Assembly. I t  was s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  way because t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p rov ided
f o r  an  enumerat ion by  t h e  township  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  male i n h a b i t a n t s  eve ry  s i x
years. N o  such enumerat ion had been made s i n c e  1931 and no l e g i s l a t i v e  appor -
t ionment s i n c e  1921.

State O f f i c e r s :

Pres ident ,  H r s .  John  L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M rs .  Drysda le  Brannon, Mar ion
Second V i ce -p res i den t ,  Mrs .  Joseph Ta y l o r ,  Loganspor t
Th i rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M r s .  George Hammerschmidt, Crown Po in t
Secretary,  Mrs .  E .  E .  Hoeppner,  Rensselaer
Treasurer,  Mrs .  John  P.  P e n n e l l ,  Kokomo

Di rec to rs  e l e c t e d :

Mrs. R u s s e l l  Beck, M ich igan  C i t y
Mrs. Don Datisman, Gary
Mrs. Lawrence Dorsey,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. Norman Fox, LaPor te
Mrs. L u n d t ,  E l k h a r t
Mrs. A l v i n  Newman, E v a n s v i l l e

D i rec to rs  appo in ted:

Mrs. A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  Bloomington
Mts. M o l l y  D o n l i n ,  Chester ton
Mrs. R i cha rd  Edwards, Peru
Mrs. John  K .  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. C .  F .  McKinney, C u l v e r
Mrs. Roy S t r e e t ,  L a f a y e t t e

Mrs. F rank  Cox, I n d i a n a p o l i s  M r s .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. A l f r e d  No l i ng ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s  M r s .  W i l l i a m  Snethen, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Ex o f f i c i o ,  M r s .  A l l e n  M i t c h e l l ,  B loomington -  N a t i o n a l  board member

The new board was e l e c t e d  and appointed i n  accord  w i t h  t h e  new Bylaws wh ich  d i d
streaml ine t h e  board t o  some e x t e n t ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e  t o  t h e  s m a l l  s i z e  recommended
by t h e  Na t i ona l  League. T h e  reason f o r  t h e  appointment o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  women
as d i r e c t o r s  was a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  need f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e  and  t h e  p r e s i d e n t
to  have board members a v a i l a b l e  f o r  work  and c o n s u l t a t i o n  when t ime  became a
f a c t o r.

State Meet ings.  I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  new Bylaws, wh i ch  prov ided  f o r  s t a t e  meet ings
on s p e c i f i e d  s u b j e c t s  t o  supplement t h e  s m a l l  board meet ings,  a  s t a t e  meet ing
was h e l d  i n  Peru on September 9 t h  f o r  Vo te rs  S e r v i c e ,  Membership, and Finance
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chairmen. V o t e r s  Serv ice  had come t o  be a  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  expected o f  t h e  League
and had grown more popu la r  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c .  S i n c e  a  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  was t o  be
he ld  i n  1948, wh i ch  aroused i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  and antagonisms, t h e  League problem
was t o  r e t a i n  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  non-par t i sansh ip  and f a i r n e s s  i n  g i v i n g  o u t  i n -
format ion on t h e  cand idates .

Another s t a t e  meeting was h e l d  i n  December i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
chairman o f  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues, t o  go  ove r  t h e  League program i n  d e t a i l  and g e t
f i r s t  hand  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  M r s .  A .  L .  N o l i n g
of I n d i a n a p o l i s  was t h e  chairman o f  t hese  s t a t e  meet ings.

Miss I r e n e  Sweeny o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League s t a f f  came t o  I n d i a n a  i n  e a r l y  December.
She t r a v e l e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  t hose  Leagues wh ich  had been se lec ted  by  t h e  o rgan-
i z a t i o n  committee, now c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Mrs.  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethen,  chai rman;  Mrs .
Russe l l  Beck, Mich igan  C i t y ;  M r s .  Don Datisman, Gary ;  Mrs .  C .  F .  McKinney, C u l -
ve r ;  and  Mrs.  M.  0 .  L u n d t ,  E l k h a r t .  M i s s  Sweeny a l s o  met w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l
League o f  South Bend- - t h e  o r i g i n a l  League t h e r e  hav ing passed o u t  o f  ex i s tence - -
and spen t  one day w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  board d i scuss ing  t h e  d u t i e s  and problems o f
League boards,  b o t h  s t a t e  and l o c a l .

Quest ionaires t o  candidates f o r  governor.  I n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e
work, t h e  League sen t  ques t i ona i r es  t o  a l l  candidates  f o r  governor  and p r i n t e d
the answers i n  The Woman Vo t e r.  T h e  ques t ions  were a s  f o l l o w s :

1. Would you suppor t  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment which pe rm i t s  l o c a l  u n i t s  o f
government t o  choose t h e i r  own fo rm o f  government?

2. W i l l  you suppor t ,  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  recommendations wh ich ,  i n  your  o p i n -
ion ,  w i l l  improve t h e  pena l  system i n  Ind iana?

3. Do you b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  modern personnel  system now cover ing
about h a l f  t h e  employees i n  t h e  s t a t e ?  W h a t  o t h e r  departments o f  t h e  s t a t e
do you t h i n k  would be  b e n e f i t t e d  b y  hav ing  t h e  se rv i ces  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Personnel
Div ison t o  h e l p  them s e l e c t  t h e  bes t  p o s s i b l e  employees?

4, Do you b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  see t h a t  a
reapport ionment i s  made as  soon as  poss ib le?  D o  you  t h i n k  o f  a  b e t t e r  method
than t h e  p resent  one,  wh i ch  p rov ides  f o r  an  enumerat ion o f  a l l  male v o t e r s  b y
the township t r u s t e e s ,  c o u l d  be  prov ided  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?

(The I n d i a n a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  mandates an  enumerat ion o f  a l l  male v o t e r s  eve ry
s i x  yea rs ,  t o  be  f o l l o w e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  reappor t ionment .  T h i s  had n o t  been done
f o r  many y e a r s . )

The s t e e r i n g  committee chairmen were Mrs.  Drysda le  Brannon o f  Mar ion and Mrs.
Wi l l i am P.  Snethen o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  same women served on  t h e  s t e e r -
ing committee who had served p r e v i o u s l y  and had become knowledgeable about  l e g -
i s l a t i v e  work.  P r e p a r a t i o n  was thorough and e x c e l l e n t .

1949 General  Assembly

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  commit tee,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s u l t s  were a  d i s a p p o i n t -
ment t o  t h e  League. T h e  e l e c t i o n  had r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t u r n o v e r.  T h e  House o f  Rep-
resen ta t i ves .  and  t h e  governor  were o f  t h e  p a r t y  t h a t  had been o u t  o f  power,
wh i le  t h e  Senate,  w i t h  i t s  ho ldove r  members, was o f  t h e  oppos i te  p a r t y.  T h i s
resu l ted  i n  a  minimum o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b e i n g  those  measures upon which t h e y  cou ld
both agree.  P e n a l  r e fo rm  was postponed. T h e  Penal  Commission would n o t  seek
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i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l s  wh ich  t h e y  had w r i t t e n  t o  implement t h e i r  r e p o r t ,
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  ended w i t h  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  su rvey.  A c t u a l l y ,  n o  l e g i s -
l a t i o n  f o r  o v e r - a l l  pena l  r e fo rm  was i n t roduced .

The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment f o r  t h e  o p t i o n a l  c i t y  cha r t e r s  was in t roduced  e a r l y
i n  t h e  sess ion  and h e l d  i n  committee u n t i l .  the  5 8 t h  day when t h e r e  was no  oppor -
t u n i t y  t o  a c t  upon i t  i n  t h e  61 day  sess ion .

The successes were:  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e r i t  where t h e  system was extended t o  i n -
clude personnel  o f  t h e  new s t a t e  menta l  h o s p i t a l s ;  i n  c h i l d  we l f a re  where some
increase i n  a l lowance f o r  a i d  t o  dependent c h i l d r e n  was a l l owed ;  i n  sav ing  t h e
l i e n  a c t  wh ich  was marked f o r  r e p e a l ;  and  i n  d e fe a t i n g  t h e  s k i p  e l e c t i o n  b i l l
which aga in  would have p laced t h e  c i t y  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n
year.

The L e g i s l a t i v e  L e t t e r s ,  o f  wh ich  t h e r e  were t e n ,  were f u l l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
keeping t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  up  t o  d a t e  on  t h e  progress  o f  many b i l l s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e
pros and cons o f  impo r tan t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  as  be ing  t h e  bu lwark  o f  t h e
League's own l e g i s l a t i v e  work.

United Na t ion .  D u r i n g  t h e  yea r  t h e r e  was c o n s i s t e n t  work  i n  t h e  League t o  make
every member acquain ted w i t h  t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions .  I t  cu lminated i n  a  s t a t e  meet-
ing ,  March 10,  a t  t h e  Y.W.C.A. i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  wh ich  had good s t a t e  r ep resen t -
a t i on  and program i n  s p i t e  o f  un favorab le  weather.  M r s .  Norman Fox was chairman
of  t h e  meet ing,  a i d e d  b y  Mrs.  Ra lph  Fuchs, a  fo rmer  member o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e
Nat iona l  League who had mar r ied  and moved t o  Bloomington. M r s .  M o l l y  Don l i n  was
j u s t  as  assiduous i n  p resen t ing  o t h e r  f a c e t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o
the League.

Nat ional  g rowth .  M i s s  Anna Lord  S t rauss ,  N a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t ,  r e p o r t e d  encourag-
ing growth i n  t h e  League. Membersh ip  had inc reased  and f i n a n c e  was on  a  sounder
basis t h a n  eve r  be fo re .  T h e r e  were 110 new p r o v i s i o n a l  Leagues organized r e c e n t -
l y  and t h e  League had some o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  41 s t a t e s ,  Hawa i i  and A laska.  L i t e r -
a ture had s o l d  i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s .  T h e  memo, " T h e  C i t i z e n  and t h e  Un i ted  Na-
t i o n s "  had 35,000 c i r c u l a t i o n  and 19,000 cop ies  o f  "The F o r t y  B i l l i o n  D o l l a r
Question" had been s o l d .

1949 S t a t e  Counc i l

The League Counc i l  meet ing was h e l d  May 24-26 ,  1949,  i n  Bloomington. T h e  p r o -
gram r e f l e c t e d  t h e  sus ta ined  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League i n  c o n s i t u t i o n a l  re fo rm.
Professor P r e s s l y  S ikes o f  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  addressed t h e  meet ing on  "Does
Indiana need a  new C o n s t i t u t i o n ? "  H e  po in ted  o u t  t h e  areas i n  which Ind iana
has been re ta rded  by  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ;  such  a s ,  home r u l e ,  c e r t a i n
l e g i s l a t i v e  procedures i n c l u d i n g  reappor t ionment ,  and t h e  j u d i c i a l  system.
The growing i n t e r e s t  i n  economic a f f a i r s  was r e f l e c t e d  b y  t h e  speech b y  Mr.
Freder ick  L .  Deming o f  t h e  Federa l  Reserve Bank o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  o n  t h e
"Importance o f  Economic S t a b i l i z a t i o n " .  O n e  o f  t h e  most l i v e l y  sess ions was
an economic workship  l e a d  b y  Mrs.  Lawrence Dorsey,  s t a t e  chairman. T h e  Na t i ona l
League had a c t i v e l y  promoted s t udy  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  b y  f i l m  s t r i p s  w i l l  nz ros  w i t h
such t i t l e s  a s :  "How t h e  Wheels Co Round", " U n c l e  Sam's F inances" ,  " F u l l  Employ-
ment and Democracy", and "  The f o r t y  B i l l i o n  D o l l a r  Quest ion" .
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A new League a t  Wabash was announced* by  Mrs.  Snethen,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  chairman.
The c o u n c i l  sen t  a  te legram t o  t h e  U. S .  Senate i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Pac t .

Vo te r.  M r s .  F rank  Cox became t h e  Vo t e r  e d i t o r .  T h e  Vo t e r  had grown sma l l e r  d u r -
ing t h e  years  and was pub l i shed  o n l y  f i v e  t i m e s  a  y e a r,  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  t a k i n g
i t s  p l ace - - m a t e r i a l  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n  fo rm and w i d e l y  used. B u t  The Vo t e r  remained
the o n l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  reach ing  eve ry  League member i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A  p roposa l  t o
have a  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  would go t o  eve ry  member was d iscussed d u r i n g
the y e a r,  and f i n a l l y  adopted a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  convent ion  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1950.

Nat iona l  Program. T h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League p r o -
gram, and  many suggest ions came i n  f r om t h e  l o c a l  Leagues. T h e y  were summarized
by Mrs .  John F u l l e r ,  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  c o n t i n u e  s t reng then ing  t h e  U.
N.;  ex tens ion  o f  w o r l d  t r a d e ;  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  development o f  w o r l d  resources;
f ede ra l  f i s c a l  p o l i c y ;  and  t h e  Hoover r e p o r t  o n  t h e  r eo rgan i za t i on  o f  t h e  f e d e r -
a l  government. T h e  f i n a l  p rogram adopted a t  t h e  convent ion  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  a l l
these suggest ions and reworded them b u t  on  t h e  whole,  t h e  b a s i c  i deas  were a c -
cepted.

ABC o f  Vo t i ng .  A  memorial  t o  Mrs.  Thomas Sheer in  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  a  devoted
League member o f  l o n g  s tand ing  who had d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r,  t o o k  t h e  f o rm  o f  a
pamphlet, "The  A .  B .  C .  o f  Vo t i n g " .  T h e  committee charged w i t h  p repar ing  t h e
pamphlet was Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, cha i rman,  Mrs .  George Hammerschmidt, Mrs .
Drysdale Brannon, Mrs .  F rank  Cox, and  Mrs.  Norman Fox. T h e  pamphlet was designed
f o r  mass use.  T h e  p r i c e  was l o w  due t o  t h e  gene ros i t y  o f  f r i e n d s  o f  Mrs.  Shee r i n ,
and t h e  m a t e r i a l  was made s imp le  and a s  c l e a r  as  p o s s i b l e .  Thousands  o f  cop ies
were d i s t r i b u t e d .

1950-52

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  D rysda le  Brannon, Mar ion

The 1950 s t a t e  convent ion  was h e l d  a t  Purdue U n i v e r s i t y,  West L a f a y e t t e ,  May 16
to 18 .  T h e  de legates  were housed a t  t h e  Student  Union B u i l d i n g  on  t h e  campus,
and t h e  meals were served as  b u f f e t s .  M r s .  Joseph Ta y l o r  o f  Logansport  was
chairman o f  arrangements and Mrs.  W. I .  S p i t l e r  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  hostess
League. P r o f e s s o r  C l a r k  F.  N o r t o n ,  Department o f  P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience,  DePauw
U n i v e r s i t y,  had a s  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  " Improv ing  L o c a l  Government i n  I n d i a n a " .  T h e
League i n t e r e s t  i n  h e a l t h  problems was r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  program e n t i t l e d ,  " F u l l
Time P u b l i c  Hea l t h  Departments",  w i t h  D r.  L .  E .  Bu rney,  S t a t e  Hea l th  Commissioner,
and Mrs.  A .  E .  Newman, a  member o f  Vanderburgh County Board o f  Hea l t h ,  t a k i n g
p a r t .  A  pane l  on  "The League Program and C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Rev i s i on "  had Mrs.
Frank Cox, chai rman,  Mrs .  Wa l t e r  Greenough, M r s .  Brannon, Mrs .  George Hammer-
schmidt, and Mrs.  Goodwin a s  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a n e l ,  t h e  recommenda-
t i ons  o f  a  s ta te -w ide  meet ing on c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v i s i o n  h e l d  i n  January w i t h
many groups p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  were  presented.

Out- s t a t e  p res i den t .  T h e  nominat ing committee considered s e r i o u s l y  t h e  problem
connected w i t h  hav ing a  non- res iden t  o f  Ind ianapo l i s .  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  League.
The work o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  had become a lmost  a  f u l l  t i m e  j o b ,  w i t h  d a i l y  a t t e n -
dance a t  t h e  o f f i c e  necessary  t o  c a r r y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  E v e r  s i n c e  t h e
e l e c t i o n  o f  Mrs.  S .  N e i l l  Campbell o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  i n  1934, t h e  p res iden ts  had
been I n d i a n a p o l i s  women and a l l  o f  them served two terms o r  f o u r  yea rs :  Mrs .
Campbell, Mrs .  C la rence  M e r r e l l ,  Mrs .  John  Goodwin, and Mrs., John F u l l e r .  T h e

72



League was g r e a t l y  indebted t o  these  l eade rs .  T h e  nominat ing committee f e l t  t h a t
the t ime  was a t  hand t o  t r y  t h e  exper iment o f  e l e c t i n g  a  p res iden t  who d i d  n o t
l i v e  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  b u t  who was s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l o s e  t o  be  ab le  t o  keep i n  c l o s e
contact  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e .  M r s .  Drysda le  Brannon o f  Mar ion was nominated and e l e c t -
ed b y  t h e  convent ion .  M r s .  E  E .  McMichael,  Crown P o i n t ,  was chairman o f  t h e
nominating committee.

The o f f i c e r s  w e r e :

Pres ident ,  Mrs .  D rysda le  Brannon, Mar ion
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  F r a n k  Cox, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  Bloomington
Thi rd  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  M rs .  A l f r e d  N o l i n g ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Secretary,  Mrs .  E .  E .  Hoeppner,  Rensselaer
Treasurer,  Mrs .  Huber t  H a l l ,  C r a w f o r d s v i l l e ,

D i r e c t o r s :  M r s .  Thomas C a r s w e l l ,  Te r r e  Haute
Mrs. Norman Fox,  LaPor te
Mrs. John L .  H .  F u l l e r ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. George Hammerschmidt, Crown P o i n t
Mrs. Char les  Harmon, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Mrs. A .  H .  H i g h l a n d ,  Hammond

Chairman, Nominat ing Committee: M r s .  John P.  P e n n e l l ,  Kokomo

Appointed d i r e c t o r s :  M r s .  John  K.  Goodwin, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  H e a l t h  and Recreat ion
Mrs. Wa l t e r  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  S t r u c t u r e  o f  Govern.
Mrs. Lawrence Dorsey,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  N a t i o n a l  Economics
Mrs. R u s s e l l  Beck,  M ich igan  C i t y ,  Membership, O rgan i za t i on
Mrs. M o l l y  D o n l i n ,  Ches te r ton ,  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y
Mrs. R i c h a r d  Edwards, P e r u ,  Improvement o f  t h e  S t a t e  Penal

System

The o f f i c e  f o r c e  remained t h e  same. M r s .  M i l d r e d  Richey cont inued as  t h e  e f f i -
c i e n t  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y,  and  V i r g i n i a  S o r l e y  as  s tenographer.  M r s .  F r a n k  Cox
continued t o  e d i t  The Vo te r  i n  he r  f a m i l i a r  s p r i t e l y  manner. F o r  p a r t  o f  t h e
year,  M rs .  Mar tha  Gentry  was employed as  p u b l i c i t y  d i r e c t o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  needed
during t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion .

Mrs. John  F u l l e r ,  t h e  r e t i r i n g  p r e s i d e n t ,  became o r g a n i z a t i o n  chairman, and d u r -
ing t h e  y e a r,  t h e  F o r t  Wayne League was g i v e n  f u l l  s t a t u s  a s  a  new League. T h e r e
had been a  League i n  F o r t  Wayne many years  b e f o r e ,  b u t  i t  had gone o u t  o f  e x i s -
tence s e v e r a l  yea rs  be fo re  t h e  new o rgan i za t i on  was s t a r t e d .

Local Government S tudy.  T h e  impor tan t  non- l e g i s l a t i v e  work  o f  t h e  yea r  came i n
implementing t h e  l o c a l  government i t e m  adopted a t  t h e  1950 convent ion.  I t  was
as f o l l o w s :  Survey  and c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  problems o f  l o c a l  governmental  u n i t s
f o r  t h e  purpose o f  recommending changes i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  g r e a t e r  economy and
e f f i c i e n c y.  T h e r e  had been debate a t  t h e  convent ion  ove r  t h e  wording o f  t h e
i tem, b u t  no  one was i n  doubt  as  t o  what t h e  convent ion  de legates d e s i r e d ,  wh ich
was a  thorough go ing  r e v i e w  o f  l o c a l  government, t a k i n g  i n t o  account t h e  r e l a t i o n -
ships o f  one u n i t  t o  another  and t h e  problems o f  ove r lapp ing  f u n c t i o n s .  M r s .
Robert Te l f e r  o f  Bloomington was made chairman o f  t h e  survey  committee. A  k i t
of  m a t e r i a l  was prepared and fo rms developed,  b o t h  f o r  suggested quest ions  t o
ask p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  a l s o  f o r  t h e  answers t o  be sen t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e .
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When Mrs.  Te l f e r  r e t i r e d ,  Mrs .  L .  W.  B i e k e r  o f  Hammond became chairman. I t  was
a major  under tak ing  o f  t h e  League. T h e  forms were mod i f i ed  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  t o
become more u s e f u l ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  were f i n a l l y  t a b u l a t e d  and assessed. I t  was
f a m i l i a r  ground t o  o l d e r  League members f o r  t h e r e  had been s e v e r a l  surveys o f
l o c a l  government i n  t h e  p a s t .  B u t  t h e r e  were many new members who en joyed becom-
ing o r i e n t e d  i n t o  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e i r  own l o c a l  budgets and u n i t s  o f  govern-
ment.

L e g i s l a t i v e  Quest ionna i re .  F o r  some t i m e ,  t h e r e  had been d i scuss ion  about t h e
e f fec t i veness  o f  League ques t i onna i res  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  cand ida tes .  T h e  Board d e -
cided t o  prepare ques t ionna i res  f o r  use by  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues when t h e y  i n te rv iewed
t h e i r  own candidates.  T h e y  t h e n  decided t o  supplement t hese  ques t ionna i res  by  a
l e t t e r  f rom t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e  announcing t h e  League l e g i s l a t i v e  program and g i v i n g
the reasons f o r  o u r  suppo r t .  E v e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a t e  meeting t o o k  on a  d i f f e r -
ent aspec t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  were i n v i t e d  t o  be  t h e  gues ts  o f  t h e  League a t  a  b u f -
f e t  luncheon a t  t h e  C laypoo l .  T h e r e  were no s e t  speeches, b u t  each l e g i s l a t o r
was t h e  guest  o f  h i s  c o n s t i t u t e n t s  and s a t  w i t h  them du r i ng  t h e  luncheon where
the League's program was d iscussed.

The candidates f o r  t h e  Congress o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  were s e n t  ques t i onna i res ,  how-
ever,  a s k i n g  them t o  answer t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ques t ions

1. W h a t  s t eps  do  you cons ider  most impo r tan t  t o  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n
securing t h e  peace?

2. W h a t  f e d e r a l  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  do  you b e l i e v e  w i l l  b e s t  promote a  p r o s -
perous U.S.  economy?

3. I n  what p ieces  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  a re  you e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e res ted?  P l e a s e
s ta te  suppor t  o r  o p p o s i t i o n .

The 1951 General  Assembly. M r s .  A r t h u r  M e d l i c o t t  and Mrs.  Benne t t  K r a f t  were t h e
co-chairmen o f  t h e  League S t e e r i n g  Comnit tee.  A s  u s u a l ,  t h e r e  was a  l a r g e  and
f a i t h f u l  committee who saw t o  i t  t h a t  eve ry  sess ion  o f  t h e  Assembly was covered
and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t tended  weekly  Monday morning meetings t o  be  b r i e f e d  on  t h e
s ta te  o f  t h e  League l e g i s l a t i o n .

The League's a l l  o u t  e f f o r t  t o  cooperate  w i t h  t h e  I nd iana  M e r i t  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o
extend t h e  m e r i t  system t o  t h e  Highway, Conserva t ion ,  and  Revenue Departments was
unsuccessful .  N o  pena l  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  was under taken by  t h e  League a t  t h i s
session.

As a  watchdog, t h e  League was success fu l .  S e v e r a l  bad b i l l s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  i n
the f i e l d  o f  personne l ,  were  defeated b y  t h e  League i n  coopera t ion  w i t h  o t h e r
groups. B u t ,  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  o f  League i n f l u e n c e .  I t  was e s p e c i a l l y
d ishear ten ing because t h e  S t e e r i n g  Committee had been v e r y  w e l l  o rgan ized,  and
the members were f a i t h f u l  and w e l l  in fo rmed.  T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L e t t e r s  were popu-
l a r, and  w e l l  done and demanded a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  and research  f r om  t h e  o f f i c e
s t a f f  and t h e  S tee r i ng  Committee.

The General Assembly i t s e l f  s e t  a  reco rd  f o r  pass ing f e w  impor tan t  measures, and
many r e l a t i v e l y  t r i v i a l  b i l l s  were g i ven  t h e  " g o "  s i g n .

None o f  i t  was due t o  l a c k  o f  e f f o r t  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  Mrs .  Brannon, s t a t e  p res i den t .
She d rove  back and f o r t h  f rom Marion i n  a l l  k i nds  o f  weather- - m o s t l y  bad--and was
ava i l ab le  f o r  t h e  many l e g i s l a t i v e  c r i s e s  t h a t  a lways occur  d u r i n g  t h e  sess ion  o f
the General  Assembly.
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Finance; M r s .  Malco lm Cummings, N a t i o n a l  Board member f r om P i t t s b u r g h ,  P a . ,  was
the head l i ne r  f o r  a  s t a t e  meet ing on Finance,  h e l d  a t  t h e  A t h l e t i c  C lub ,  I n d i a n a -
p o l l s ,  March 27 .  M r s .  Cummings had c h a r t s  and f i g u r e s  wh i ch  demonstrated t h e  a d -
vantages t o  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues when t h e y  conducted f i n a n c e  d r i v e s .  T h e r e  was l i v e -
l y  d i scuss ion  and many ques t ions .  M r s .  Cummings a l s o  analyzed t h e  growth o f  t h e
Indiana League i n  t h e  pas t  10  yea r  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z s t i o n  o f  seven new
Leagues and a  p a i d  membership o f  2 ,267 members. T h i s  was s l i g h t l y  under t h e
n a t i o n a l  average.

1951 S t a t e  Counc i l

Preceding t h e  s t a t e  c o u n c i l  meet ing a t  Te r r e  Haute,  May 17-18,  t h e  board met f o r
d inner w i t h  Mrs.  Thomas Carswe l l .  T h e  c o u n c i l  had two f e a t u r e d  speakers:  P r o f e s -
sor John S tone r,  Department o f  Government, I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y,  whose s u b j e c t  was
"Some Unsolved Problems o f  I n d i a n a  Government": and  Mr.  John  Langum, v i s i t i n g
professor  o n  t h e  I . U .  f a c u l t y ,  who t a l k e d  about  economic problems such as i n f l a -
t i o n ,  wage and p r i c e  c o n t r o l s ,  c r e d i t  r e s t r a i n t s ,  and  balanced budgets.  M r .
Wi l l i am B i d d l e ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  community dynamics a t  Earlham Col lege,  t h e  t h i r d
speaker, became so  much a  p a r t  o f  t h e  League c o u n c i l  t h a t  he  c o u l d  h a r d l y  be
spoken o f  a s  a n  ou t s i de  speaker.  H e  analyzed t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h r e e  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s :
one, t h e  s t o r y  o f  r e v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  E v a n s v i l l e  League b y  Vo te rs  Serv i ces ,  g i v e n
by Mrs.  Maynard Rogers; t h e  second, t h e  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  grade A m i l k  ord inance i n
Peru, p resen ted  by  Mrs.  Russe l  K e i t h ;  t h e  t h i r d ,  a n  account  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l
League economic i t e m  t o  t h e  community i n  Westchester,  g i v e n  by  Mrs.  Hami l t on
Rogers. T h e  c o u n c i l  a l s o  had a  round t a b l e  on  t h e  l o c a l  government su rvey  w i t h
Mrs. Rober t  Te l f e r  as  chairman. T h e  round t a b l e  was p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  by  Mrs.
Laurence B i e k e r,  Hammond; M r s .  B .  L .  Dodd, Tippecanoe County!  Mrs .  Henry  O l i v e r ,
Bloomington; a n d  Mrs.  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,

The year  1951-1952- - t h a t  i s ,  between t h e  c o u n c i l  meet ing i n  May o f  ' 5 1  and t h e
convention i n  ' 5 1 --was cha rac te r i zed  b y  an e f f o r t  t o  ana lyze and eva lua te  League
work i n  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  c u r r e n t  government problems and t o  t a k e  these  d iscuss ions
to d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  M r s .  Brannon,  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t ,  was a  r e s i d e n t
of Mar ion,  I n d i a n a .  S h e  had more o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a n  most p res i den t s  t o  know what
the l o c a l  Leagues wanted and how much a c t u a l l y  f i l t e r e d  down t o  them f rom a l l  t h e
f i n e  e f f o r t s  o f  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  workers .

For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  September, a  two day i n s t i t u t e  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  w i t h
Mrs. Waldo Stevens,  n a t i o n a l  d i r e c t o r  and Mrs.  A lexander  Guyol ,  n a t i o n a l  s t a f f
member d i r e c t i n g  t h e  d i scuss ion .  T h e  ques t i on  posed was t h e  purpose and r e l a -
t i onsh ip  o f  t h e  League program i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  p resen t  n a t i o n a l  needs and dangers
because o f  t h e  Korean war s i t u a t i o n .  I t  was r e a l l y  a  s o u l  search ing meet ing
which quest ioned t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  League program, i t s  t o o l s ,  and  p repa ra t i on
to  accompl ish i t s  a ims.  I n  t h e  end,  t h e  asse ts  and l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  League
were l i s t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  was an  a t tempt  t o  reach  conc lus ions  which would be a  sound

• b a s i s  f o r  f u t u r e  a c t i o n  and program making.

• T o  t h e  L o c a l  Leagues. T h i s  i n s t i t u t e  p l a n ,  m o d i f i e d  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e
s ta te  o f  I n d i a n a ,  was taken  t o  t h e  l o c a l  Leagues b y  teams o f  l e a d e r s .  T h e  d i s -
cussions seemed t o  be  wor thwh i le  by  p o i n t i n g  up t h e  League program, showing t h e
need t o  c a r r y  n a t i o n a l  i ssues  t o  t h e  l o c a l  community, and t o  have more work ing
members t o  do  s o .
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The l o c a l  Leagues were v i s i t e d  i n  o t h e r  ways b y  board members and members o f  t h e
organ iza t ion  committee. They were drawn t oge the r  b y  s t a t e  meet ings.  T h e  f i r s t  o f
these meetings was i n  t h e  na tu re  o f  an  i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  su rvey  o f  l o c a l  g o v -
ernment wh ich  had been undertaken by  t h e  Leagues. M r s .  L .  W. B i c k e r ,  Hammond,
chairman o f  t h e  su rvey,  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  meet ing he ld  a t  t h e  Honeywel l  Center i n
Wabash. I t  was found t h a t  t h e  Leagues wanted more d e t a i l e d  m a t e r i a l  and were a n x -
ious t o  be  assured t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  would be  c o r r e l a t e d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .
There was a  genera l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  n o t  enough l o c a l  League members p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
the s u r vey,  a l t hough  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  was a n  e x c e l l e n t  way t o  use new members.
Some o f  t h e  Leagues wh ich  had done an  i n d i f f e r e n t  j o b  o r  had s t a r t e d  l a t e ,  were
urged t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  f i n d i n g  t r u l y  r ep resen ta t i ve .

Special  Session o f  t h e  General  Assembly. T h e  w e l f a r e  i s s u e  necess i ta ted  a  s p e c i a l
session o f  t h e  General  Assembly which  was c a l l e d  i n  September. S i n c e  t h e  s t a t e
Cons t i t u t i on  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  sess ion  t o  one i s s u e ,  t h e
League had t o  s tand  by  and be  ready  f o r  a c t i o n  i f  i t  became necessary.  O n e  a c t i o n
taken by  t h e  sess ion  had t h e  h e a r t y  endorsement o f  t h e  League. I t  memorial ized
the Congress t o  pass t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  be fo re  i t ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  v o t i n g
to  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.

The we l f a re  i s s u e  was brought  abou t  b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  General Assembly i n  i t s
regu la r  sess ion ,  t h r o w i n g  open w e l f a r e  l i s t s  and amounts rece ived  t o  p u b l i c  i n -
spect ion.  S i n c e  such procedure was p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  b i l l ,  $20,000,000
had been wi thdrawn f rom Ind iana  and had t o  be  rep laced .  T h e  League had taken  no
ac t i on  i n  t h e  con t rove rsy,  l a r g e l y  because w e l f a r e  f i l e s  a lways  had been open t o
author ized persons.  H o w e v e r,  t h e  League opposed one measure wh ich  would a b o l i s h
the Wel fa re  Board o f  l a y  persons and p u t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  s t a t e
f inance commit tee.  I n  t h e  end ,  t h e  sess ion  had l i t t l e  work t o  do  because o f  Con-
gress iona l  a c t i o n  which mod i f i ed  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  c lause  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  we l f a re
law.

Several k i t s  were i ssued  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r.  T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  k i t  was brought  u p -
to -da te  and was w i d e l y  used by  h i g h  schools  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  which were f o l l o w i n g
Purdue U n i v e r s i t y ' s  d i scuss ion  t o p i c .  A  p r imary  k i t  was developed b y  Mrs.  Char les
Harmon i n  response t o  demand f o r  m a t e r i a l  t o  implement t h e  i t e m  on t h e  s t a t e  p r o -
gram c a l l i n g  f o r  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y.  . T h e  A .B .C.  o f  Vo t i ng  was s t i l l  a  popu-
l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n .

As t h e  convent ion  approached, much o f  t h e  energy  o f  t h e  League was devoted t o
d iscuss ing t h e  proposed programs o f  t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  Leagues.

1952-54

President ,  Mrs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  Bloomington

O f f i c e r s :

Pres ident ,  M rs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  Bloomington
F i r s t  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Huber t  H a l l ,  C r a w f o r d s v i l l e
Second V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  Lawrence Dorsey,  I n d i a n a p o l i s
Thi rd  V i ce -p res i den t ,  M r s .  Norman Fox, LaPor te
Secretary,  M t s .  F r a n k  Cox, I n d i a n a p o l i s
Treasurer,  Mrs .  C a r l  Luedeking,  L a f a y e t t e
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Chairman o f  nominat ing commit tee,  Mrs .  R u s s e l l  Beck, Mich igan C i t y .  M r s .
Brannon became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Woman Vo t e r.  M r s .  M i l d r e d  R ichey  remained
as t h e  e f f i c i e n t  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y.

Directors. :

Mrs. L. W. B i e k e r ,  Hammond Mrs. George H o l l i s ,  Te r r e  Haute
Mrs. Drysdale Brannon, Mar ion Mrs. J. D .  Newman, C u l v e r
Mrs. George Hammorsclimldt,

Crown P o i n t
Mrs. T. Hunton Rogers, Westchester

County

The Appointed D i r e c t o r s  were:

Mrs. Char les  Harmon, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  chai rman o f  t h e  p r imary  s tudy
Mrs. Thomas Beas ley,  J r . ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e , c h a i r m a n
Mrs. F o s t e r  Montgomery, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  F inance chairman

— The non-board resource  chairmen were:

Mrs. R i cha rd  Edwards, P e r u ,  Improvement o f  t h e  S t a t e  Penal  System
Mrs. John  K .  Goodwin, I 6 d i n n a p o l i s ,  H e a l t h  and Recrea t ion  i t e m
Mrs. Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  S t r u c t u r e  o f  Government
Mrs. A l l e n  M i t c h e l l ,  B loomington,  Fo re ign  P o l i c y.

Mrs. Cha r l es  Te e t o r ,  who had been p res iden t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  League f o r  f o u r  years  and
had cont inued h e r  i n t e r e s t  f o r  many years  bo th  as  a  member o f  t h e  s t a t e  board o f
d i r e c t o r s  and a  s t a l w a r t  suppor te r  o f  t h e  Hagerstown League, d i e d  i n  F l o r i d a .  H e r
generous f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  had helped t o  t i d e  t h e  League ove r  i n  i t s  most c r u c i a l
per iods.  D i v i d e n d s  f r om g i f t s  o f  s t o c k  made b y  Mrs.  Te e t o r  s t i l l  enable t h e  League
to under take wor thwh i le  p r o j e c t s .

Convention. T h e  1952 convent ion  was h e l d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  a t  t h e  Maro t t  H o t e l ,  May
20, 2 1 ,  and  22 .  M r s .  Char les  Harmon was t h e  l o c a l  League convent ion  chairman and
Mrs. Horace Shonle,  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League p r e s i d e n t .

The convent ion  had two  d i n n e r  meet ings.  M r s .  Norman Fox,  LaPor te ,  p res ided  a t  t h e
dinner w i t h  D r.  H e r b e r t  C.  M o d l i n  o f  t h e  Menninger Foundat ion,  Topeka,  Kansas, a s
the f e a t u r e d  speaker.  H i s  s u b j e c t  was Menta l  Hea l t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t i m e l y  a t  t h i s
t ime i n  t h a t  t h e  convent ion  would be d i scuss ing  t h e  p ros  and cons o f  p l a c i n g  t h e
subject  on  t h e  Cur ren t  Agenda program.

The second d i n n e r  meet ing,  Mrs .  F r a n k  Cox, p r e s i d i n g ,  was a  pane l  d i scuss ien  "The
Government Survey" .  M r .  S c o t t  G ing ,  P res i den t  o f  t h e  Mar ion  County Counc i l ,  M r.
Oscar B e r r y,  S r .  o f  t h e  Board o f  S a n i t a r y  Commissioners, and  Mrs.  Cox were t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s .

The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  S tee r i ng  Committee was g i ven  b y  Mrs.  Benne t t  K r a f t ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ;
nominating committee r e p o r t  was presented by  Mrs.  John  Penne l l ,  Kokomo; budget  r e -

sport,  Mrs .  J .  H .  P e t t y ,  L a f a y e t t e  and Mrs.  W i l l i a m  P.  Snethan,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ;  f i n a n c e
committee, M r s .  A l f r e d  N o l i n g ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  A  resume o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  League conven-

, t i o n  was g i v e n  by  Mrs.  C a r t e r  Ha r r i son  and Mrs.  He len  Luedeking.

Program. M r s .  Drysda le  Brannon, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  League, p res ided  a t  t h e  business
session. T h e  convent ion  was h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  l i v e l y  d i scuss ion  on  t h e  program o f  t h e
League f o r  t h e  n e x t  two  yea rs ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on  t h e  i t ems  t o  be  p laced on
the Cur ren t  Agenda. T h e  proposed i t ems  were presented b y  Mrs.  F rank  Cox, Mrs .
Charles T.  Harmon, Mrs .  Wa l t e r  S .  Greenough, and  Mrs.  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d .  T h e  non-
recommended i t ems  were g i ven  by  Mrs.  Laurence Dorsey.
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A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  program had been engendered i n
the l o c a l  Leagues i n  t h e  weeks preceding t h e  convent ion .  W h i l e  t h e  de legates
came un ins t r uc ted ,  t h e y  had t h e  background o f  t h e s e  l o c a l  League d iscuss ions .
The demand t o  have a  s h o r t  program on which a l l  t h e  Leagues were commited t o  work
in f luenced t h e  d i scuss ion  g r e a t l y ,  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  program meant t h a t  t h e r e  had t o
be a  cho ice  between c o n f l i c t i n g  i s s u e s .  T h e  Cur ren t  Agenda as  f i n a l l y  adopted
came t o  t h r e e  i t e m s ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

1. R e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n
2. A c t i o n  t o  e f f e c t  e f f i c i e n c y  and  economy i n  l o c a l  governments
3. S t u d y  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n .

The problem o f  t h e  p r imary  had been be fo re  t h e  League f o r  yea rs ,  w i t h o u t  a r r i v i n g
a t  t o o  much consensus, s o  t h e  t i m e  seemed r i p e  f o r  a  thorough,  concerted s tudy  o f
the s u b j e c t .  T h e  second i t e m  on t h e  Agenda was t h e  outcome. o f  t h e  l o c a l  govern-
ment su rvey  and was i n tended  t o  a u t h o r i z e  a c t i o n  i f  i t  was found  t o  be f e a s i b l e .

The obso le te  and hampering f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  had been t h e  s u b j e c t
of  yea rs  o f  s t u d y  and o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  p roposa ls ,  s o  t h e  f i r s t  i t e m ,  "Rev is ions  o f
the S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n "  s t a t e d  a  League s tand  t h a t  had become t r a d i t i o n a l .

A l o n g  l i s t  o f  Con t inu ing  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were approved b y  t h e  convent ion ,  a s
f o l l o w s :

1. Reappor t i onmen t
2. S u p p o r t  o f  t h e  M e r i t  System
3. I m p r o v e d  nominat ing  methods
4. Pe rmanen t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s
5. P e r m i t t i n g  l o c a l  governmental  u n i t s  t o  choose t h e i r  own f o r m  o f  gov -

ernment
6. S h o r t  b a l l o t
7. S c h o o l  a t tendance- c h i l d  l a b o r  l a w
8. P u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s
9. C o m b i n i n g  u n i t s  o f  educa t ion
10. Cou r t  procedures r e l a t i n g  t o  c h i l d r e n
11. Coo rd i na t i on  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  concern ing c h i l d r e n
12. G ran t  f o r  a i d  t o  dependent c h i l d r e n ,  aged ,  and t h e  handicapped
13. Improved p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
14. Extended r e c r e a t i o n a l  programs, l o c a l ,  c o u n t y,  s t a t e
15. Improvement o f  t h e  s t a t e  pena l  system.

The convent ion  vo ted  t o  " s u p p o r t  t h e  pending c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments ex tend ing
the terms o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  two t o  f o u r  yea rs " .
The te rm ino logy  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  was meant t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  ment ioned
by name i n  t h e  pending amendments and n o t  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .

A second s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  on mot ion o f  Mrs .  John  Campbell,
which was t o  s e t  up  a  s p e c i a l  committee t o  s t u d y  t h e  Cont inu ing  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
sect ion  o f  League program, b r i n g  them u p - t o - d a t e ,  c l a r i f y  them, and  r e p o r t  t h e i r
f i nd ings  t o  t h e  nex t  conven t ion .

Busy Ye a r.  T h e  new p r e s i d e n t ,  M rs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,  was c a t a p u l t e d  i n t o  i n t e n s e
a c t i v i t y .  1 9 5 2  was, o f  cou rse ,  t h e  year  o f  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  wh ich  engen-
dered tremendous a c t i v i t y  and exc i tement .  T h e  l o c a l  Leagues responded b y  a c c e l -
e ra t i ng  t h e i r  Vo te r s  S e r v i c e ,  emphasizing e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  importance o f  t h e  s t a t e
t i c k e t  and t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  be  e l ec ted .  T h e  League's non -pa r t i san  s tand
and r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  f u r n i s h i n g  au then t i c ,  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u -
able a t  t h i s  t i m e .
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The s t a t e  o f f i c e ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Tfrs. R ichey  and a  committee o f  c o n t r i b u -
t o r s ,  g o t  o u t  a n  "Exp lana t ion  o f  Con t inu ing  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s "  which was a v a i l a b l e
f o r  twen ty  f i v e  c e n t s .  T h r o u g h  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  League, a  pam-
ph le t  e n t i t l e d ,  "Shou ld  Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  be Revised?" was i ssued .  I t  was p r i n t e d
i n  c o l o r ,  was b r i e f  and v igo rous ,  and was designed f o r  w ide  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

General Assembly o f  1953

Since t h e  League had ahead o f  i t  t h e  1953 sess ion  o f  t h e  General  Assembly, s t a r t -
ing i n  January and c o n t i n u i n g  f o r  61 days ,  t h e r e  was a c t i v e  p r e - l e g i s l a t i v e  work
to  be done a l l  summer and f a l l .  T h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  l e g i s l a t u r e  predomin-
a t e l y  Republ ican,  w i t h  a  governor  and s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  same p a r t y.  O r d i n -
a r i l y ,  t h i s  s e t - u p  would have r e s u l t e d  i n  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion  bu t
soon a f t e r  t h e  sess ion  convened, t h e  House and t h e  Senate were a t  odds,  t o  t h e
extent  t h a t  t h e y  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l l y  re fused  t o  pass each o t h e r ' s  b i l l s .  A s  a  r e -
s u l t ,  a  minimum o f  b i l l s  became l a w  and many o f  t hose  which su rv i ved  were o f  a
minor o r  non- c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n a t u r e .

However, t h e  b r i g h t  s p o t  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  program o f  t h e  League was t h e  passage
of t h e  o p t i o n a l  c i t y  c h a r t e r  amendment t o  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  j o i n t l y  sponsor-
ed b y  t h e  League and t h e  J u n i o r  Chamber o f  Commerce. T h i s  was a  h i g h l y  c o n t r o v e r -
s i a l  measure and t h e  League had a  r i g h t  t o  f e e l  proud o f  i t s  success.  B u t  t h e
pr ide  was tempered b y  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was o n l y  a  promis ing  beg inn ing ,  due
to t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  adopt ing  an  amendment.
The same amendment, i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same fo rm would have t o  be  passed b y  a  second
session o f  t h e  General  Assembly and t h e n  s u r v i v e  a  referendum t o  t h e  v o t e r s .

The amendment p rov ided  t h a t  c i t i e s  and towns would be  pe rm i t t ed ,  i f  s o  des i red ,
to draw up t h e i r  own fo rm o f  l o c a l  c h a r t e r .  C e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  were p laced on
t h i s  power,  b u t  i n  gene ra l ,  a n y  c i t y  o r  town fo rm ing  i t ' s  c h a r t e r  under  t h e
amendment would  be  g ran ted  a u t h o r i t y  over  l o c a l  a f f a i r s :  namely,  t o  p r e s c r i b e
i t s  own f o rm  o f  l o c a l  government; t o  adopt  methods f o r  t h e  nominat ion,  e l e c t i o n
and r e c a l l  o f  i t s  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  secrecy  o f  t h e  b a l l o t ;  t o  c r e a t e
abo l i sh  o r  combine departments,  commissions, e t c . ;  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f
l o c a l  c i v i l  government; t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ,  compensation, hou rs  o f
work and d i s m i s s a l  o f  a l l  i t s  o f f i c e r s  and  employees.

Department o f  C o r r e c t i o n .  Ano ther  major  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  League was t h e  measure t o
create a  Department o f  Co r rec t i ons .  T h e  recommendations o f  t h e  Penal  and C o r r e c - -
t i o n a l  Survey were f o l l o w e d  i n  p a r t  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e  b i l l  which was f i n a l l y  i n t r o -
duced. I t  had a  s tormy l i f e ,  b e i n g  amended, d e l e t e d ,  d e l e t i o n s  r e s t o r e d ,  p a r t s
r e w r i t t e n  n o t  once b u t  s e v e r a l  t imes .  I n  i t s  f i n a l  f o r m ,  t h e  b i l l  was endorsed
by t h e  League. A l t hough  t h e r e  was n o t  agreement w i t h  many o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  and
de le t i ons ,  i t  s t i l l  represented improvement w i t h  good a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  v i t a l  t o
i t s  success.

Mer i t .  T h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  m e r i t ,  b u t  no  m e r i t  b i l l s ,
good o r  bad,  passed t h e  sess ion .  T h e  t h r e e  b i l l s ,  endorsed b y  t h e  League and t h e
Indiana M e r i t  System Assoc ia t i on  which would have p laced t h e  employees o f  t h e
Revenue, t h e  Conservat ion,  and t h e  t e c h n i c a l  employees o f  t h e  Highway Departments
under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Personnel  A c t ,  met v a r y i n g  degrees o f  success
but none o f  them q u i t e  made i t .  T h e  b i l l  t o  pe rm i t  t h e  c i t y  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  t o
set up  a  personne l  department,  was f i n a l l y  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  Senate. S e v e r a l
harmful b i l l s  i n  t h e  personnel  f i e l d  we re  de fea ted .
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As u s u a l ,  many b i l l s  were read ,  d i g e s t e d ,  and r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L e t t e r s .
There were 53 such b i l l s  on  which  t h e  League t o o k  a  p o s i t i o n  and f o l l o w e d  c a r e -
f u l l y  du r i ng  t h e  sess ion .  A l l  o f  t hese  b i l l s  were connected i n  one way o r  a n -
o ther  w i t h  t h e  League program, l a r g e l y ' i n  t h e  i tems under  t h e  program Cont inu ing
R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

Mrs. Bennet t  K r a f t  and Mrs.  F o s t e r  Montgomery were co-chairmen o f  t h e  S tee r ing
Committee, wh ich  cons is ted  o f  27  I n d i a n a p o l i s  women and o u t - s t a t e  members who
attended r e g u l a r l y  f rom Bloomington, C r a w f o r d s v i l l e ,  L a p o r t e ,  Pe ru ,  and Richmond.
The sess ion  was a  s t renuous one f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs .  A u s t i n  C l i f f o r d ,
who made t h e  necessary f r equen t  t r i p s  between Bloomington and I n d i a n a p o l i s  i n  a l l
k inds o f  weather.

New League. T h e  New Albany League rece ived  f u l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  du r i ng  t h e  y e a r.
One o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  p r o j e c t s  was t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  book le t  e n t i t l e d  "Know
Your Home--New A lbany" .

P o l i t i c a l  E f f ec t i veness

A " p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s "  r e g i o n a l  conference was h e l d  a t  t h e  A n t l e r ' s  H o t e l ,
March 31 and A p r i l  1 .  M r s .  Rens is  E i k e r t  o f  Anne A r b o r,  M ich igan ,  and Mrs.
Drysdale Brannon, Mar ion ,  I n d i a n a ,  N a t i o n a l  board members, l e d  t h e  d i scuss ion .
Mrs. Brannon had been appointed t o  t h e  Na t i ona l  board  and was s e r v i n g  i n  va r i ous
capac i t i es  t h e r e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  Na t i ona l  board was a  s m a l l ,  exceed ing ly  hard wo rk -
ing board because o f  t h e  heavy work- load o f  each board member, I n d i a n a  had been
represented b y  a  member f o r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d ,  a lmos t  c o n t i n u o u s l y.  I m m e d i a t e l y
preceding Mrs.  Brannon had been Mrs.  A l l e n  M i t c h e l  o f  Bloomington whose s p e c i a l t y
was i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  f i e l d .

Mrs. Brannon 's  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  conference made i t  o f  more t h a n  o r d i n a r y  i n t e r -
est t o  h e r  I nd iana  League. T h e  need t o  r e v i e w  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  League t e c h -
niques was occasioned i n  p a r t  b y  t h e  tremendous membership growth  o f  t h e  League,

Reciprocal  Trade.  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Rec ip roca l  Trade Agreements
Act i n  June, 1953,  t h e  League under took a  nat ionwide  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  l o d a l
angles o f  wo r l d  t r a d e .  T h e  l o c a l  Leagues i n  I nd iana  assembled a  comprehensive
k i t  o f  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  Fore ign  Trade.  S e v e r a l  l a r g e  co rpo ra t i ons ,
such as Studebaker,  Fo rd  Motor  Company, Genera l  Motors ,  C h r y s l e r ,  and Standard
O i l  o f  I nd iana ,  cooperated w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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